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In 2005, the Global Commission on International 
Migration concluded that the traditional global pattern 
of permanent migration and settlement had given way 
to a new form of temporary and circular migration. The 
Commission cited the Philippines – the world’s largest 
exporter of labour – as a good model for other states in 
the global south supplying temporary workers to global 
labour markets. At the same time, in the global north, 
liberal political theorists were considering the ethics of 
temporary labour migration; they looked to Canada’s 
Live-in Caregiver Program, which brings mostly women 
to Canada to work as live-in domestic workers, as an 
exemplary temporary worker program demonstrating the 
liberal-democratic principles of inclusion. 

Geraldine Pratt’s work with the Philippine Women Centre 
of BC sits at the intersection of these two state policies 
in the Philippines and Canada. She assesses the shift 
to temporary migration through close ethnographic 
engagement with Filipino families who have been 
separated, and then reunited, after temporary labour 
migration through the Live-in Caregiver Program. She 
examines workers’ experiences and the long-term 
impact of temporary migration, in particular, on the 
lives of young Filipinos. Her work shows how the effects 
of temporary labour migration reach into the next 
generation, deskilling Filipino youth and ensuring that 
the Filipino community in Canada remains economically 
and socially marginalized.

About Geraldine Pratt
Geraldine is Professor of Geography at 
the University of British Columbia. She 
has research interests in gender and 
labour markets, and artistic practice 
as a mode of geographical theorising 
and research dissemination. She 
has collaborated with the Philippine 

Women Centre of BC for the past 17 years. She is 
author of Working Feminism (2004) and Families Apart: 
migrant mothers and the conflicts of labor and love 
(2012); co-author of Gender, Work and Space (1995); 
and co-editor of The Global and the Intimate (2012), 
and the Dictionary of Human Geography (4th and 5th 
editions). She co-wrote Nanay, a testimonial play, which 
was staged in Vancouver and Berlin in 2009. She is 
currently co-authoring a book on the city and film.

The School of Geography at Queen Mary
The School of Geography is internationally recognised 
as a centre of excellence in teaching and research. In 
the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise, the School 
was ranked joint first in the UK, with three-quarters of 
its research ranked as ‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally 
excellent’. 

Queen Mary, University of London
Queen Mary, University of London is one of the UK’s 
leading research-focused higher education institutions. 
Among the largest of the colleges of the University of 
London, Queen Mary’s 3,000 staff deliver world-class 
degree programmes and research across a wide range 
of subjects in the humanities and social sciences, 
medicine and dentistry, and science and engineering.
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