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INTRODUCTION

The first issue of the U.S.G. newsletter is a result of a series of
discussions at the first annual meeting of the U.S.G. held in Vancouver,
May 25 - 29. At that time it became apparent that with a widely scattered
membership the Union was in need of an informal and flexible vehicle for
transmitting news and information and a forum for the exchange of ideas.
The Vancouver local offered to accept responsibility for producing a
bi-monthly newsletter--hopefully, to fill this vacuum.

The form and content of the newsletter should be a product of the
expressed needs and requirements of the membership of the U.S.G. Its
character and its success then, will depend upon the active participation
of the membership. To start the ball rolling and to bring everyone up to
date, this issue is devoted primarily to an account of the recent annual
meeting. Subsequent issues of the newsletter may contain some of the
following items, to which all are invited to contribute.

1. Brief account of seminars. The Vancouver local is planning a series
of seminars around the general theme of ideology. A reading list
plus brief summaries of meetings could be written up.

2. Bibliographies-—hopefully annotated to some degree. The Vancouver
local has both an interest in and information on the following
topics: '

(a) Anarchism and Geography--the work of Elisee Reclus and

.

Peter Kropotkin

(b) Housing
(¢) TImperialism
(d) Ideology and Social Sciences

3. Course outlines--any available information about courses taught
which have adopted a socialist approach to geography. Also,
suggestions of books which are suitable for use in undergraduate
courses that present a socialist perspective.

4. Brief notices of recent publications of interest and significance.
These will not be long book reviews but merely an indication that
somebody has published a good book on a certain topic.

5. Announcements of forthcoming events--including regional meetings.

6. Reports of meetings and activities of individuals and groups
within the U.S.G.

7. Letters.

This list represents the ideas of the Vancouver local to date, and

hopefully it will be considerably augmented by suggestions and contributions
from the membership at large. The floor 1is yours.....




PIELD TRIP

~ The fleld trip was orpanised as an attempl 1o personal ly acquaint
visiting U.S.G. members with the history ol Vancouver in pencral ond of

the Fact Fnd working class area in particular.  Vancouver's cvolution from a
depot of Britich capital to it present allampts ab development of an
"xecut tve CLly' tmape (ab the expense of work ing olass conmuni Lies) alfords
considerable opportunity tor a socialist interpretation of the city's develop-
ment. The ficld trip was also intended Lo allow members to mecl one another
in a situation removed from the hustle and bustle ol conference meel ing:s ond

large groups.

The trip was mostly on' foot and took five hours, with cach proup
consisting of six people or less. - Field-trip pﬂnphlet containing information
compiled from the work of people in both the U.5.G. and the Vancouver
Geographical Expedltlon were distributed and used as back-up manuals.

The field trip was and still is of an experimental nature, and when
the idea was first proposed much discussion was provoked.  The pponpnt“'
main objection was that field trips are basically bouryeois 'Tourloty affairs.
The Vancouver members felt that it was quite feasible to operate a 'non-
tourlsty field trlp and also believed that our involvement in the East End
area in the past and at present had made us quite sensitive to these requlre—
ments. Further, to understand Vancouver and the processes operatlng within
it one should walk through the city and see those _processes in operation.




. Following is a list of observations made during and after the trips:

- Some amount of conspicuousness felt by members. No cameras were
allowed but the big yellow pamphlets may have been suggestive of
city employees or real estate employees to some residents.

- The field trip, at five hours, seemed quite long.

- The trip succeeded in allowing people to meet one another outside
of the confusion of general meetings.

- It took many hours to compile the information in the pamphlet and |
design a field trip route. |

- As a side effect, the pamphlet pooled a lot of information on the
history of Vancouver and the East End which lay in scattered places
until this time.

- The pamphlet will be rewritten in a more coherent form, translated
into several languages and made available to East End and
Vancouver residents.

) We would still like to hear non-Vancouver members' observations or
ldeas on our field trip, or on field trips in general as part of future
U.S.G. meetings. 1

The U.S.G. has been invited
to present a session at the
Ontario C.A.G. regional meet-
ing in Pebruary of 1976.

Anyone interested in doing
such, contact:

John Marsh

Dept. of Geog.
Trent University ]
Ontario, Canada. i
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Revolutionary Praxis, (Tuesday Session)

Bernard Curtin (SFU Geog., Burnaby), read a paper entitled, "The Classification
of Economic Activities and Occupations'. He outlined how geographers had borrowed
the threefold classification of economic activities into primary, secondary and
| service (tertiary) sectors, from the economist Colin Clark. Clark chose physical or
| material criteria to draw the boundaries between the three classes. In fact, Clark
 invoked "common sense' to sanctify his classification systen.

Marx, following a tradition established in classical political economy (A. Smith,
D. Ricardo), classifies occupations as either productive or unproductive. Those
who sell labour-power to Capital and produce surplus-value are productive workers.
Thus, the cook who works in a restaurant owned by a capitalist is productive because
he/she produces surplus-value. On the other hand, the cook who works in the home
of the capitalist is not a productive labourer because he/she, in this case, consumes
the capitalist's revenue. Therefore, it is one's social relation to Capital that
establishes whether one is a productive or unproductive worker.

In this sense, workers in the sphere of 'pure' or 'economic' circulation, (as
opposed to transportation and commupications; real circulation) are unproductive.
These workers, (accountants, cashiers, bankers, salespeople, etc.) are unproductive
because their labour merely changes the forms of the value of capital. They are

necessary but not productive from the viewpoint of capital, yet because they perform
surpIus-%abour time, they are exploited,

Discussion ‘ -

‘of the discussion dealt with the differences between necessary and productive
labour from the standpoint of capital. It was mentioned that although policemen,
soldiers, and FBI and CIA agents are necessary to maintain the rule of capital over
labour, they are noy productive workers because they, in fact, consume surplus-value
in the form of taxes.

The deficiencies of common sense were discussed. If common sense were correct,
the earth would still be flat, It was agreed that the maps that geographers draw,
are a function of their classification systems. The obsolescence of concepts and
~the need to revise the meanings of concepts as reality changes received the attention
of the discussants.

The discussion ended with David Harvey's comment that the distinction between
productive and unproductive labour was not all that important, He noted that the
key fact is that workers in both spheres of production and circulation are exploited.

The session continued with a paper from Bob Galois (SFU Geog., Burnaby) on the
idea of nature and the nature of geography; The case of Peter Kropotkin. (A full-
length version of this paper will be appearing in a forthcoming edition of Antipode.)

One means of attacking the ideological content of geography, is an examination
of the work of previous socialist geographers. Extracting 'the idea.of nature'
contained therein can be a useful conceptual approach. The 'idea of nature' embodied
in the writings of the anarchist geographer, Peter Kropotkin, can be summarised
under the following headings: :

-

1) Organic or holistic - no event, activity, etc, can be completely under-
stood other than in its full contextual situation.

2) Historic - nature has evolved and co-operation has been more important
than competition in this evolution,

3) Spontaneous - spontaneity as a means of progress, an embodiment of freedom
and expression of feeling.
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The afternoon segment of the Tuesday session featured the reading and discussion of
four papers written by Toronto Geographical Expedition members. The authers were not
present at the Vancouver conference and hence could not reply to the discussion which

followed the papers.

W.W. Bunge: "The Drivers' Plan for a Mass-transit, Taxi-cab Service; More Work and
Higher Wages". '

/ Bunge's paper ‘attacked and deplored the irrationalities and inefficies of the
| private taxi-cab industry.

P The irrational locational behavior of the two classical ice cream venders (both
b of whom locate in the centre of the beach instead of locating one quarter of the
length of the beach from each end ) has its parallels in the irrational location

of gas stations (often two, three or four to an intersection) and of taxi-cabs
(stands with many cabs and queues for passangers.) Bunge cites such inefficiencies
of the taxi-cab industry as ''cross hauling' (ie: the nearest cab not going to the
nearest customer), ''dead time" (waiting for calls), lack of return runs, irrational
fear of ''doubling" (taking more than one fare.) "Drivers and public should form

an alliance against the profiteers' (private owners). If computer dispached cabs
were used effectively, taxi-cabs could be integrated intellegently into Toronto's
present mass transit system. Drivers, carless people and families, and the ordinary
taxi-cab user would reap the benefits of cheaper fares and a moreefficient taxi
service. :

Tom Scanlan and Derek Stephenson, Toronto Geographical Expedition:''Explorers as
~ Cab Drivers."

Members of the Toronto Geographical Expedition (T.G.E.) who also drove cabs
found ''cab driving [to be] one of the most informative methods of learning about
‘the city." It help in developing a series of mental maps of regions of the city

i and acquainted us with "events and issues in the city, important to a wide spec-
| trum of people.'" We identified regions of prostitution, radar enforcement (very
. strict in rich neighborhoods), violence, high security (banks, I.B.M., wealthy

~ residential enclaves), and regions which attract tourists. We became aware of at-
titudes towards racism, police brutality, and of development and redevelopment
plans before newspapers began to comment on them. We recommend that geography
departments should own cab licenses and cars and make cab driving a geography

course.

.'Der_ek Stephenson, Toronto Geographical Expedition: 'The Aim of Geographical Ex-
pedetions Is to Practice Geography, Not to Organize Commmities.'

4. "The theory of geographical expeditions put forward by W.W. Bunge. . .makes
clear that the purpose of expeditions is not to organize people in urban commun-
“ities, but to place geography and geographers in the service of the people and com-
"mmities." The jobs of organizer and geographer are different. The organizer tries
© to "unite the people and mobolize them to take action' around specific issues.

The "geographical expedition, by comparison, seeks out local leadership...and

~ offers to apply its geographical skills and labour power to problems the community
- bhas identified." The experience (ups and downs) of the T.G.E. illustrates the im-

- portance of the distinction between geographer and organizer. The valldlt)f gf this
distinction, however, does not "imply that in their day to day work e>_cped1t10n
members remain aloof from direct participation in the community in which they and
their neighbors live."

~
Lo A tad”
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The four Toronto papers provoked a good deal of discussion.
C. Akatiff argued that cab driving is an exhausting job. This job appears
to attract many geographers, but most of them quit it quickly. Akatiff said
a friend of his wife had driven a cab for 25 years, was quite knowledgeable
about certain areas and aspects of the city, but remained completely
ignorant about (the) major urbanization processes. . t

It was argued that geographers who participate in expeditions should
get over the missionary complex. They are not preachers, and should not |
see themselves as such. There is nothing messianic about participating in .
progressive working-class struggles. i

Quite a few people expressed disagreement with the view that geographers
should not play active roles in community groups. The geographer, they
insisted, should do more than just make avallable geographic skills and
knowledge to community groups. - _

There then followed a long discussion of the dangers and drawbacks
attached to community groups. The real danger, some said, was that most
comunity groups tend to shift attention from the workplace--the dominant
arena of exploitation--to problems of consumption. Some discussions strongly ' i
stressed that community groups ignore the fact that the vast majority of
workers have to sell their labour-power to capital or to an institution
(educational system, civil service) that serves the interest of capital.
Inherent in community groups is the danger of artificially dividing
(separating) the workplace and living space (community).

Some people maintained that it was essential to have an adequate
theoretical grasp of the 'capitalist mode of productlon' before useful
community work could be performed. Others said that the best strategy is to
1ntegrate theoretical and comunity activities. It was agreed that participants
in expedltlons should have a good grasp of class struggle; moreover, class
struggle is indispensable to geographic theory. Opposition to speculators,
freeways, etc. should be faught along class struggle lines. |

A discussion pointed out that the system can accept defeats such as
the discontinuation of the Spadina expressway. However, what irks the system %
most is an increase in the number of and militancy of strikes. It was
concluded that warkplace struggles and communlty struggles should not be
put into watertlght compartments. The reality is that conflict and contra-
diction develop in and exist at both the points of production and reproduction.
The energy of the geographer should be directed to where it will be most

productive.

- Tom Scanlan, Toronto Geographical Expedition: ""The Toronto Geographical Expedition’
. and Service to the People." ‘

- Experience in the Toronto Geographical Expedition shows us ''that we must fol-
glow the basic principle of working with the people, on tasks they define.'' The
fbllow1ng advice should be heeded:

: 1) Community leaders tell us what kind of research is useful to the com-
mmnity. However, we should not undertake research on non-geographical
problems,

2) Win the trust of the community by working hard. "Good relations with -
the commmity [are] important in the data collection stage of...research."
3) When "the stage of developing proposals for remedial action' is reached,
commmity input is essential.




~ The Future of Expeditions:

The TGE, it was said, deserves credit for the formation of the USG.
Although the expeditions were focussed on particular places (Detroit, Toronto,
and Vancouver) their presence and example served as a magnet to bring radical

geographers together. Therefore their impact was not confined to their
geographic locations.

It was agreed that the USG is, at present; the best vehicle for the
dissemination of socialist geography. Common interests, not spatial
propinquity, is the basis for the unity of the USG.

The Immediate Task of Socialist Geographers:

It is in our class interests to introduce into geography radical
geographical traditions and socialist analyses of the geography of the
capitalist mode of production. The massive contributions to geography of
the anarchist geographers P. Kropotkin and E. Reclus have been omitted from
the histories of geography. Therefore, there is an urgent need to rewrite

the history of geography.

Somebody asked what was the point of such a rewriting of geography.
The reply was that socialist geographers have to produce a new and anti-
bourgeois ideology. Moreover, the struggles against capital within and
without geography are not mutually exclusive activities. As geographers
our primary aim should be to fight the battle against bourgeois ideology
within geography. ‘

T+ was noted that the geographical establishment is not completely
inflexible. Within the establishment there is room to manoeuvre. We should
exploit the legitimacy of and the contradictions of the establishment.

Socialist geographers should also work within the state bureaucracy
(all levels from municipal to federal). Information from confidential
reports and memos could be filtered to left-wing newspapers and magazines and
to sympathisers who work for radio and television. In short, all avenues
should be explored. '




IMPERTALISM

. The intention of this session was that the papers, taken together,
would provide a structured overview of imperialism. Rather than adopt an
eclectic approach we hoped to take geographers through a logical analysis
of imperialism, beginning with an analysis of bourgeois theory and moving
through Marxist and Neo-Marxist theoretical formulations to concrete
analyses of concrete situations.

The reality we were faced with was, as is all too often the case,
somewhat removed from theory. Papers, previously promised failed to
materialise and so some contributions had to be produced over-night. Thus
our initial plan had to be re-drafted.

Nonetheless we consider the session to have been a success insofar as:

1. It occurred as an official C.A.G. session.
2. It provided a forum for four papers from a socialist perspective.

3. It raised many questions, resolution of which will be important
for the U.S.G.

In order of presentation the papers were:

1. "A Theoretical Introduction to Imperialism" by Colm Regan
(SFU Geography, Burnaby). The paper briefly surveyed contributions
by Marx, Lenin, Baran and Sweezy along with the contributions of .
"dependency' theory.

2. "Seven Theses on Colonialism'" by Jim Blaut (U. of I1linois, Geog.,
Chicago). Jim discussed the use of the term colonialism, its
historical emergence and its continuance today through the process

of neo-colonialism.

3. Francis Walsh (S.P.C.M., Geog., Co. Kildare, Ireland) discussed
the "Impact of Multinational Investment on Ireland's Manufacturing
Industry". He pinpointed Ireland's growing infiltration by U.S.,
Canadian and European Imperialism.

4. Mariasel Capote ( P.S.P. Chicago) analysed "Puerto Rico~--Showcase
of Colonialism" in which she addressed its history vis-a-vis the
United States, and the domination of its society, economically,

socially and culturally today.

David Harvey concluded the session by commenting on the nature of
capitalist accumulation and how studies of imperialism must relate to this.
He discussed class and contradiction as two fundamental elements yet to be

fully incorporated into the analysis.

The discussion session afterwards was far from satisfactory--it was
sparse and non-focussed and certainly did not address issues of prime
importance especially from the point of view of educating and radicalising

geography.




Alienation and Geography

A session devoted to the use of the Marxian concept of alienation in analyzing
eographical problems was the topic of the second set bf papers presented by the
.S.G. at the C.A.G. convention. The session was the result of an ongoing study group
within the U.S.G. Sirdce the use of the concept of alienation is relatively new to the
field of geography, an introduction to the theory provided an overview for the four
papers presented. The overview relied primarily upon the interpretation of
| Bertell Ollman in his Alienation: Marx's Conception of Man in Capitalist Society. T he
review identified four potential areas of application of this theory to geographical
. problems: :
. 1. the conception of human nature upon which models in geography are based
2. the relationship of people to nature
3. the origin and nature of value
4, the issue of control
- All papers given dealt largely with the fourth are
‘in North American urban settings formed a common t

a, and the issue of moitmunity control
hread running through all of the papers.

The first paper, titled 'Spatial Alienation' by Ron Horvath (S.F.U. Geography)
analyized empirical data on urban residential property within a matirix of territorial
alienation, and provided a critique of this analysis from the perspective of

alienation theory.

In the second paper, titled 'The Loss of Community Control in East Vancouver: 1910-1920'
Suzanne Mackenzie (S.F.U. Geography) employed the theory of alienation to provide
a framework for integratimg several apparently disjointed problems she found facing
| working class urban communities. Economic processes in the city of Vancouver between
§?1910 amd 1920 caused work place and home to become increasingly separated, both
Efphysically and conceptually, breaking the essential production based bond of community
& and causing the spheres of production and reproduction to become hostile to one another,

"Alienation and the Vancouver Board of Variance', Bob

In the third paper, titled
o provide a framework for understanding the

b Arnold (S.F.U Geography) used the theory &
l  way in which the state appears to be an independent representative of all groups in

society, but is in reality structured so as to reflect the interests of the dominant
class. He analyzed the role of the state as an intermediary in the control of urban
land uyse, using data from an empirical study of decisions of the. Vancouver Board )

of Variance.

In the final paper, titled 'Social Democracy, Alienation and the Housing Crisis:

1 PFramework for Analysing the state Owned Dunhill Development Corporation', Nathan §
he role of the state as a producer of commodities.. '

Edelson (S.F.U. Geography) discussed t
. His paper analyzed the mechanisms which exist within a market exchange economy that

prevent the Dunhill Development Corporation, owned by the Provincial Government of
~ British Columbia, form providing adequate shelter for the poor and eliminate the
possibilities for effective commmity control over the location, quantity and quality

of publically developed housing.

In the discussion that followed, various aspects of the theory of alienation and
of the subjects of the four papers were expanded, The question of private property
~ ownership, and its effect as a mechanism for co-optation was raised. The situation
" of First World workers in this respect was contrasted with that of workers in the
Third World. Discussants stressed the pre eminence of alienation at the point of
production as opposed to the point of reproduction, emphasizing the distinction
between alienation and objectification and between subjective and objective alienation.

e subject is one that requires further elucidation

The session organizers agree that th
ith other Socialist geographers, to continue

"and study, and hope, in co—operation w
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Socialist Perspectives on Urban Geography L

The session of Socialist Perspectives on Urban Geography focussed on
three different views of the metropolis/hinterland process under capitalism
in British Columbia. These were contrasted in the final paper with an
examination of deurbanization in the People's Republic of China.

Brian Campbell (Langara College, Sociology, Vancouver) presented an
overview of metropolis/hinterland theory through the perspective of Vancouver |
as' a headquarters for major Canadian and Japanese firms actively engaged in ]
Pacific Rim trade. The locational advantages of the city are being enhanced
by major federal, provincial, and municipal government projects designed to
modernize port facilities, facilitate the flow of commuters and commodities,
increase office and commercial space, and expand expensive recreational
activities. Most significant, he suggested, is the fact that traditional
working class and ethnic areas of the inner city are being systematically
redeveloped - at enormous profits - to provide housing, work, shopping, and
entertainment places for the ruling class and its executive and service 1
functionaries. Low income and blue collar people and jobs are being pushed
to the periphery of the Vancouver region, the B.C. province, and the Pacific
Rim itself, to make way for the Executive City.

Marray Griffin, a researcher for resident groups in Richmond, a suburb of
Vancouver, looked at the implications of the Executive City for suburban
comunities. Here, he found evidence of incredible speculation wherein
interrelated companies - often directly or indirectly affiliated with local
politicians - were able to bid up the price of land by selling to one another.
He has been particularly concerned with speculation on farmland as it is
converted to housing subdivisions and industrial complexes. Already this has
resulted in significant losses in agricultural production, despite Bill 42,
the social democratic government's attempt at controlling this process.

Murray traced the systematic revisions and interpretations of the law which
have made it more acceptable to major corporations.

John Bradbury, from Simon Fraser University, first of all outlined the
background of metropolis/hinterland theory in Canadian Literature related to
resource development, and then showed how the theory could be applied to
those resource towns which had been created and were controlled by large
corporations and multinational corporations in the hinterland of British
Columpia. The result of this particular mode of development has been a
significant key in the urban cultural history of mining and lumber towns in
the province, producing a range of distortions in the socio-economic milieu
of each community. Isolation, company dominance, a sense of impermanence,
uneven development, unbalanced age structures and sex ratios, high labour
turnover, community instability and industrial alienation are all aspects of
the manifestations of metropolitan based dominance exercised by resource
companies over the character and extent of economic development in hinterland
areas where isolated single enterprise towns are the primary urban form.

It is important to stress that there is nothing inevitable about these
distorted communities in the downtown, suburbs and periphery of advanced
capitalist countries. Ace Hollibaugh examined some of the ways in which the
Chinese people are attempting to eliminate the past effects of imperialism




' and to create a new social order by decentralizing production, services,

and decision making throughout the countryside. He traced the history of
the Chinese Revolution and showed how the principles of self-sufficiency and
self-reliance as well as the inter-relationship between centralized leadership
and the masses, are reflected in current Chinese industrial, urban and social

planning.

After the four papers were presented, Donald Gustein, author of
Vancouver Ltd., expressed a general agreement with the analysis of urban
redevelopment. He emphasized the significance of ORION, a group of multi-
national corporate officials, which is attempting to coordinate development

and trade throughout the Pacific Rim.

David Harvey, from Johns Hopkins University, stated that it is important
" to develop a strong theoretical framework in which to connect these various
'perspectives'., He was somewhat critical of the power structure approach
which, though useful for political publicity, tends to leave the impression
that conspiracy, rather than the requirements of accumulation, is at the core
of capitalism. He emphasized the need to look at the contradictions inherent
" in capitalist development and the intertwined relationships between finance
capital, the state, and labour. Without such an analysis 'radical' proposals
can often backfire as the true nature of the system reveals itself.
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Alternative Perspectives in Geography
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thh‘*°'81n°‘f1‘l of such sessions mt sther professional confawences at which an addence
is directly confronted with and challeaged by soclalist analysis and theory on a
broad range. ‘ . Top P15 '\

At ‘Vancouver the audience did not take up any chaﬂllh.o. Either the panal looked
too formidable or the advent of lench-time pre—empted the discueseion. :

18

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting was extended over several nights, and as
such, no official minutes were taken. The following account is thus a
compilation of topics which people could remember.

The question of organization was discussed at length and still not
fully resolved. Some people suggested a central committee to coordinate the
business of the USG, yet there was apparently little support for this tight,
centralized type of organization. Organization on a regional basis was
suggested, with roughly three regions--east coast, Prairies/mid-West, west

. coast. Consensus on this point was by no means complete, because most people
within these regions are so scattered. Several people were in favour of
electing an honourary figurehead, a person providing focus; as Clark Akatiff
did last year, who could act as an information source for Union members.

This idea also did not get much support.

There was also discussion on what lines we should organize; as a

political party or as a pressure group. People seemed to favour the
definition of the USG as being closer to the latter than to the former. A
main purpose of either would be developing a socialist paradigm within
geography. With this in mind, discussion centred around what realistic,
attainable goals we could set for ourselves for one year, with the idea
expressed by some that the Union organization should be designed to carry
out these general goals:

1. Stressing the importance of and practising cooperative activity
and mutual help in research. :

2. Drawing more poeple into the USG through college and university
courses. ‘

3. Sharing ideas for new course outlines.
4. Working collectively through seminars, if physically possible.

5. We were reminded that our Union is very much oriented towards the
academic discipline of geography, and there are many people outside
of the university who can contribute. We should attempt to
accomodate these people in not being exclusively oriented towards

academia.

6. Liason with other disciplines--radical philosophers, economists,
anthropologists, sociclogists, psychologists, etc.

We all agreed that a newsletter would provide a structure for commnic-
ations, and that for this year the loose regional organization would centre
around this organ of the USG. The Vancouver local agreed to take
responsibility for the newsletter until the next A.G.M. It was emphasized that
. material should be submitted from all U.S.G. members, and the oneness rot be .
left with the Vancouver local to generate material for the newsletter.




Tt was agreed that we should continue the practice of organizing regional
meetings, despite the diffuseness of the regions. Certain representatives from _

all three regions agreed to provide the impetus for such meetings.

Perhaps in a year, time and money permitting, we will elect someone to
travel the continent, disseminating information about the U.S.G. (a full-time
travelling minstrel). Until that time, just talk to the person on your left.

The importance of keeping our finances in order were emphasized most
strongly. It was mentioned that other groups have fallen apart due to a lack of,
or mismanagement of finances, and we don't want to suffer the same fate.

Colm Regan (Vancouver) volunteered to take charge of finances for one year, and
with two others, would form a finance committee. The money will be deposited
in a Fisherman's Co-operative Credit Union in Vancowver for this year.

Yearly dues were decided to be $2.00 for those who are broke, $5.00 as the
standard rate, and additional donations from those with the means. All dues
will be payable on May lst of each year.

: We agreed that we would have our next annual meeting close to the time
and place of the next A.A.G. meeting (New York City in May 1976). This will
hopefully keep travel costs 1o a mininum for members. We decided from this years
experience, to have it the week previous to the A.A.G. in some nearby location
(Raltimore? Boston?). In this way, we can have a conference in our own right,
and the opportunity to concentrate on the U.S.G. without having to perform

for outsiders at the same time.

Strategy ‘at the A.A.G. i As it stands, we will have one seperate session
of the U.S.G., maybe more. There will also be the Antipode session. Otherwise,
people are encouraged (by our member on the paper selection committee of the . _
A.A.G.) to submit papers to regular sessions, as this is the best way of reaching
people who would not attend a special session of the U.S.G. Paper submission
may also bring travel money.

“The ’UM'on OF SoaiHLfsT GEOGRnPHEB
Con 6RATuLATES THE VICToRIOUS PEOPLE
or VitTwnry . May THEIR VicToRY
RE AN INSPIRATION To ALL OMERS |
TuRovGHOVT THE woRLD , STRUGGLING

FoR Seociavisr




On Hosting U.S.G. Meetings

The members of the Vancouver local of the U.S.G. decided to prcvide some thoughts
on our experience in hosting the Vancouver U.S.G. meeting and to make some concrete
suggestions for future organizers. We had decided in advance to provids meals and
room to all people attending the Vancouver meetings. The logistics of providing
meals were as follows: individuals volunteered to be responsible for preparing
lunches and dinners. These individuals purchased and prepared the food. A1}

 food costs were collected by one individual who reported the costs at the general
; meeting., People then paid ‘according to income.

|

/ Logistical Recommendations for Future Meetings

{

1. That food and room be provided for all people attending the U.S.G. meetings.
(if at all possible) . i

2, 1In order to plan meals, housing and meeting rooms etc., it is essential to have
a rough idea of how many people are planning to attend the meetings. We therefore
suggest some form of pre-registration, possibly a form to be filled out and returned
to conferehce organizers. This could be circulated in the U.S.G. newsletter
~a few months before the confarence.

3. That a registration fee be collected from each individual at the outset of
the meetings to be used for meeting costs, particularly food. (Several people
left the Vancouver meeting and neglected to pay for food.) We suggest the fol-
lowing registration fees be continued

$2.00  unemployed
$6.00  part-time employed ;
$15.00 full-time employed (a minimum, not maximum figure)

Thus, as individuals who purchase food run up expenses, they can submit their
bills to the meeting treasurer and be reimbursed.

4, Beer was provided each evening and individuals paid for each bottle by deposit-
ing money in a container by the beer. This proceedure worked well.

5. If all of the above are adopted for the 1976 meetings of the U.S.G., all peo-
ple attending should upon arriving volunteer for one or more of the following
activities: ’

a. preparing at least one meal.
b. selling Antipode and sitting at the U.S.G. desk during the A.A.G. meet-
ings.
f c. collecting money (two individuals should volunteer to do this for just
» meeting expenses.
F d. and many others.

One would prefer that these matters happened in a s ontaneous way, which
that great socialist geographer Peter Kropotkin suggeste% 1s "mature's way', but
a little organization seems to be a precondition for spontaneity.




Paper Acceptance Procedure

It was felt by the members in Vancouver that everyone should be
involvéd in the decisions as to pavers for the conference. We there-
" fore agreed that submitted papers would be circulated, discussed and
on that basis accepted or rejected. We solicited pavers for the various
sessions through Antipode and by mailing notices to all Canadian
departments and some in the States and Furope. However the practice
with which we were faced differed drastically from what we had hoped,
We feel, therefore, that some sueeestions may be in ordera
{1) inorder to promote equality - all members involved in the confer-
ence organisation also be involved in paper acceptance. etec.,
whenever possible,
(2) Papers be submitted and circulayed well before the conference.
(3) In order that discussion be encouraged, discussants be elected
for various papers or sessions.
(4) Papers which are not submitted in advance be re jected,
We felt that this was one area where the Vancouver meeting failed,
The ill-prepared nature of some of the papers was all too obvious.
We hope our suggestions may help solve this problem at future meetings.

Finances: The U.S.G. had $532 to its credit prior to deductions
for this newsletter.




- CORIOLIS FORCE AND THE EMERGENCE OF SOCIALISM
(The first in a series of discussion papers for the Union of Socialist Geographers
newsleter written by the Radical Geomorphology Collective.)

In Socialism: Utopian and Scientific lingles admonishes those who attempt to under-
stand the workings of sociaty to look to its material basc rather than to its
ideological superstructure. Engles' point certainly would be well taken by geogra-
phers who have failed, nearly to a person, to examine the material roots of social
relationships (1.) Unfortunately the same criticism must be laid at the door of
Marxist geographers as well, as they also have failed to perceive the true geo-
physical foundations of such relationships.

A particularly illustrative question in this regard is that of the causes of social
change and of revolution. To disguise their inability (or unwillingness) to explain
these phenomena most geographers have resorted to such meaningless and mystifying
constructs as ''take off stages' or '"revolutions of rising expectations.' Marxists,
while coming closer to the mark, have ultimately also had to resort to rather mysti-
fying concepts such as 'dependency" and "metrapolis-hinterland relationships."

The key to a real understanding of these issues however is at once more fundamental
and much simpler. A glance at geophysical laws,. in this instance at the Coriolis
force, quickly untangles an apparently profound ideological thicket from which
neither Rostow nor Berry, nor Lenin or Frank has been able to extricate himself.
Strahler describes the action of the Coriolis force in the following temms, "Any
object.,.moving in the northern hemesphere tends tp be deflected to the right...

In the southern hemesphere a similar deflection is to the left.' (2.) '

It would behoove social scientists, both Marxist and non-Marxist, to examine the
importance of Coriolis force. To understand social change it is no longer necessary
to develop such elaborate concepts as historical materialism or export of capital,
but rather to look at the simple but inexorable rule that everything in the norther
hemesphere moves to the right and everything in the South moves to the left. In
equatorial regions where Coriolis force is generally of reduced effectiveness, con-
ditions will of course be less stable, with small variations in geomagnetic force
fields overriding the weak Coriolis effect. Thus, it is not at all surprising that
we find the such areas as Central America, Equatorial Africa and South-east Asia
are areas of great instability and rapid fluctuations from right to left.

Perhaps the most promising area for research at present is on the question of
Coriolis anomolies. The limited research which has been done thus far by Hein-
schmidtt (3.) indicates great promise, pointing the way for example to the explain-
ation of events in the U.S.S.R. since 1917. The Soviet Union (particularly Lenin-
grad and Moscow) being rather far north, the failures of the Soviet experiment
since 1917 were entirely predictable. (In fact, had Lenin fully appreciated the
nature of geo-social laws, he would never have attempted the October Revolution

in such northerly latitudes.) What is more difficult to understand at first glance
are the events of 1917 themselves, but here the results of Heinschmidtt provide

the answer, For several months in 1917, as was also the case for almost the entire
year of 1848, the norther hemesphere experienced severe Coriolis anomolies and
reversals which made possible, actually inevitable, violent turns to the left ,
throughout Europe. These were, of course, doomed to failure ultimately, as Coriolis
anomolies are extremely transitory (4.)

. Heiqschmidpt's work is as yet far from complete, but it is clear from the
information available so far that it is in the precise reconstruction of Coriolis
variations that explaination of the vicissitudes of human history is to be found.
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Footnotes

1. Regan, C.A. (1977) Partially Written M.A. Thesis, Simon Fraser University.

2, Strahler, A.H. (1965) An Introduction to Physical Geography, p..79.

3. Heinschmidtt, H.S. von (1963) "Ist der Grossenflechen von der Coriolis den
Optenpfphlatt Anomolous?" Zeitschrift fur Nicht vol. 576, p. 210-297.

4. It should be noted that recent work by Heinschmidtt in the southern hemesphere
indicates the existance of a severe Coriolis anomoly along the western coast
of South America in late 1973 and a semi-perminant anomoly over the Cape of
Good Hope. Thankfully, however, the altter appears to be weakening rapidly.

A Statement by the Oreanizer of the 1975 0, A7,
Conference to the U.S.G.,

The Geography Denartment of SFU hosted the 1975 annual meeting
of the C.A.G. According to several visitors, the conference was a
success. The major reason for this success must have been the weather
which, if good, allows even the 'black monsters' of 'mini-Manhattan'
(downtown Vancouver) annear less oppressive, but makes the surroundine
mountains and waters reflect beauty and peace. | , ;

The regular sessions. the daily 'drage’ in which members earned

their travel bonuses, were highlighted by a surorisinely large number

of unrepulsive papers, The,plenary‘sessions, the organisers' pride
and showoff, heard some very zood speakers and enjoved the services
of extremely livelv chairneople. The field trips had leaders who
could combine the weather with their perfect knowledee of the area,

But all these events will snon be forgotten., T am convinced that,
if at all, onlv one asvnect of the conference will be remembered and
that is the varticipation of the studénts. Believe me, it was not
easy to eet to a common denominator but it was worth all the fieht
for parity and all the reminders for abstracts,

The Union of Socialist Geographers took part in every type of
activity: they organised one plenary session (Alternative Perspectives
in Géogranhy). two general sessions (Imperialism and Alienation), one
special session (Socialist Perspectives on Urban fGeoeraphy), and one
field trio (a walking tour of East Vancouver)., They were all excellent
and well attended by non-U.S.G. members in addition to union members.,
I will suggest to the oreanisers of the coming conferences to try to
get'their students similarly, that means self resoponsibility involved.

Thanks to‘the U.5.G. fdr their sreat marticipation.

Tom Peucker, )
Oreaniser, C.A.G, conference, Vancouver 1975
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