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You are reading the USG Newsletter, Vol. 3, No. 1. ©Only two
issues of Vol 2 were published. mhig issue of the Newsletter
contains reports from many different domains. There is a summary of
the issues raised at the third annual general meeting of the USE
held in June 1977 in Regina. Abstracts of papers presented at both
¢he USG and CAG conferences and a report oan a peeting sponsored by
the Social Geography study Group held at the University of Bristol
and dealing with public gxpenditure cuts are jpncluded. This issue
also contains a translation of an article on ANTIPODE - its origins.,
development, eclecticism, €%C.,s ~ from HERODOTE, the radical journal
of French geography.

_As right be expected, the yewsletter needs BOLe money. He urge
people to renew ¢heir subscriptions and invite non-subscribers to
subscribe. This issue contains a loose jeaf subscription forg.
Readers of the Bewsletisr should ask their local, college, and
university libraries to subscribe to the newsletter.

Due to the shortage of production staff at Simon Fraser University, all
material should be sent ready for publication.

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS SHOULD BE TYPED ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING FORMAT:
LEFT MARGIN = 1 inch (10 spaces
RIGHT MARGIN = § inch (00 spaces

FIRST LINE OF EACH PARAGRAFH = % inch indentation (5 spaces)

LINES PER PAGE = 58 (single spaced)
CARTOONS, ADVERTISEMENTS, ¥TC, - good copy

e are grateful to all those who subpitted material for this
issue, to all those who helped with +he typing and other stages of
production, and especially to those took minutes of the annual
general meeting in Regina, in June,. '
SUSAN BARRYs BERNARD CURTIN,
NATHAN EDELSON, 808 GALOIS.
 GUZANNE GEDDESs ALAN MABINS

. SUZANNE MACKENZIE, SUSAN RUDDICK
ELAN ROSENQUISTs AL AN WALLACE
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From The Executive

At the Annual Meeting in Regina, it was decided that the
Executive Committee will consist of six members: a secretary, a
treasurer, conference organizer, and thres remhers at large. Four
of these positions have been filled. He are still searching for two
members at large. Thus far we have conmittee members from Hontrealy
Poronto, Chicago, and Vancouver. §We hope to find a volunteer fronm
the east coast of the United States.

It has been suggested that next year we explicitly appoint a
member of the Executive to represent non-acadenic members of the USG
Another suggestion has been made that we appoint a member from
Europe to organize regional neetings for our growing membership in
Great Britain, Ireland, and on the Continent.

1f you know of any people who might be interested in joining
the USG please send their names and addresses to Nathar Rdelson at
the Dept of Geography, Simon Fraser Upiversity, Burnaby, B.C. We.
can send them a compplimentary copy of the newsletter apd forward
their names to the appropriate regional coordinators of the Union.

The following publications are available fromn the UNION OF
SOCIALIST GROGRAPHERS, Vancouver Llocal, Simon Fraser University,
Burnaby, British Columbia, Carada

Back Issues of the USG Newsletter:

Volume 1 Numbers 1o 25 3, 4-5
Yolume 2 HNumbers 1 and 2
$t.50 each

Study Papers on lImperialisam |

by the SFU Horking Group on Inperialism ,
$2.00 each i

i

Canadian-American Geographical Expedition
papers by ¥illianm Bunge

Field Hotes 1: The Morth american Working Class $1°50§
Pield Notes 2: The Canpadian-American Geographical Expedition $1.50

Review of Nicos Poulantzas®s CLASSES IN CONTEMPORARY CAPITALILISH
by the SFU Horking Group on Social Class
$1.50 each




ote Fro Executive

At the Annual Heeting in Regina, it was decided that the
Executive Committee will consist of six members: a secretary, a
treasurer, conference organizer, and three moembers at large. Four
of these positions have been filled. ¥e are still searching for tuo
members at large. Thus far we have Conmittee members from Hontreal
foronto, Chicago, and Vancouver., ¥e hope to find a volunteer f£rom
the east coast of the United States. :

Treasurer’s

.. As of Ooctober 1, 1977, we have $512 (Canadian funds) in the USG
I ternational account at the North Burnaby Credit Uanion. We estimate
that this should be enough money to produce four newsletters and
+111l leave some funds for the 1978 Annual Heeting at New Orleans:

. gkeprodaction Costs
I+ has been suggested that next year ue explicitly appoint a

member of the Executive to represent non-academic members of the US Yerox masters: 40 pages at .10 per page = $4,00
Another suggestion has been made that we appoint a nember from 200 copies) x (40 pages at .005 per page) = $40.00
Europe to organize regional meetings for our growing membership in S
Great Britain, Ireland, and on the Continent. ' . Hailings

Tf you know of any people who might be interested in joining 120 to North America at .25 each = $30.00
the 0SG please send their names and addresses to Nathap BEdelson at ﬁﬁﬂ_to overseas members at .50 each = $20,00
the Dept of Geography, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, B.C. He, 1 RS
can send them a complimentary copy of the nevwsletter and forward *Z:fuf-ﬁiscﬁ = $16.00
their names to the appropriate regional coordinators of the Union. CEERL O meeeee
= - - o Total cost per newsletter = $110., 00

o Four newsletters should cost approximately 3$440.00. That will
~leave us with only $§72 to cover the costs of the Annual Heeting as
-well as raglongl conferences and costs of contacting nevw members.
_ Unless ¥e receive more funds during the next fev months, the

- International will not be able to help subsidize the costs of
~regional meetings.

blicatio ns

‘ ‘ ’ | S Bt the resent“tin i i
The following publications are available from the UNION OF ©1978. In adgitiong 33 :e:§Zig ;ggdsghzz:bzgzspigitupeuntli zag ol
SOCIALIST GEOGRAPHERS, Vancouver Local, Simon Fraser University, .-not yet contributed this year®s $5.00 These 33 memgeiszigl e
Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada - receive Volume 3 ¥umbers 1 and 2 of the USG Newsletter before being
:?gropped from our mai}iag {List° There are, ratser unfortunately, 67
gtaggards ¥ho have paid neither their 1976 nor their 1977 dyes. For
then, le?me 3 Ngmher ¥ (this issue) is the last USG Newsletter they
will receive until dues are paid. -

Back Issues of the USG Neuwsletter:

Yolume 1 Numbers 1, 2, 3, #-5
volume 2 Numbers 1 and 2
$1,50 each .~ For the last two years, the USG has been subsidized through
arious contributions from members and inmstitutions. These
sgbsldies shou}d not and can no longer be relied upon for our
_ﬁgq;lar operation, The USG must becone self-sufficient. This can
suﬁsgng.tiwe would need approximately $750 per year in dues and
_QWSlztg_ ons. That amount would enable us to produce four
régiOn 3‘ers agd have about $250 to contact new members, sSponsor
20 z- meﬁtlngs and organize the annual meeting. To raise $750,
Vet'tgolr: 50 membex':shlps° If each paid up member of the USG could
éllVSubO hgrs.to join, we_@ou%d have more than enough. We also
ééués scriptions to‘instltutxogs at a rate of $10.00 for four
i < Your university or public library might be interested in
tbscribing., W%e can provide $5.00 subscriptioms to student unions
_ther organizations with limited funds.

Study Papers on Imperialise
by the SPU Working Group on Imperialism
$2.00 each

canadian-American Geographical Expedition
Papers by ¥illiam Bunge :

Field Notes 1: The North American Working Class $1.50
Field Notes 2: The Canadian-American Geographical Expedition $1.50

Review of Nicos Poulantzas's CLASSES LN CONTHEHPORARY CAPITALISH
by the SFU Working Group on Social Class

$1.50 each .

Nathan Edelson




nference - Toromto |

Location: Umiversity of Torontots Sydney smith Hall

Programme

11 November (Friday}) - Party 8,00 pome to 77 a.R.
21 Raglan Place #U
foronto, Ont. H6C 2K7
Tele., no. UB16-656-0912

12 November {Saturday)

10.00 a.m = 1.00 p.m., Horkshop oR Regional
Development organised by Hontreal Local of the
USG. ‘

2,00 peBo = 5,00 pomls Workshop on Political
gconony of Urbanisation organised by Toronto
Local of the US5G.

13 November (Sunday)
10,00 pom. 12.00 p.io organisational Heeting

1.00 pom. = U.00 p.Bo ¥orkshop on Pield
Geographve.
Contact People

suzanne MacKenzie

21 Raglan Place #4
Toronto.

Telephone no. 416-656-0912

Alan #Hallace
231 Vaughan Rd. #Ci2,
Toronto.
Telephone number 656-1317
or
Department of Geography,
University of Toronto.
rele. no. See telephone directory

Note: Friday afternoon arrivals (i.e., before 6.00 p.Ro} should
telephone 978-2057.

. -BECAUSE U#/ PV
YU START
PRODUCING, I'A
BUT TING A HOLD
ON YOUR GRAWT -
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on 9 July, 1977, at Queen‘'s University, Kingston, Ontario, a
preliminary gathkering was held, attended by about twenty people,
post of whom are interested, one way or another, in Urban Political
Economy/Housing/The State. The idea for this session emerged out of
the Canadian Association of Geographers and Union of Socialist
geographers meetings in Regina in June - when sonre people from
¥cGill, University of Toronto, and Queens got together for informal
discussions, and came to realise that there were individuals and
spall groups at several universities in Ontario and Quebec who had
similar or complementary research interests but who had no forum forx
inter-communication. So we decided to get some of them together in
one place for a day as soon as possible.

The meeting was convened by members of the Geography Department
at Queens, and attended by faculty and graduate students from
University of Toronto Geography and.Planning Departments, several
members of XKingston Socialists, and one member of the British

political EBconomy of Housing Workshop.

The discussion centered around the purpose of setting up a
group structure with meetings on a regular basis, the focus of
interest of the group, and organisational matters. It was agreed
that the spectrum of interest could be covered under the heading
"political economy of urbanisation®™ but that it should not be
restricted to "housing." One participant suggested that an ongoing
groiap could aim to fulfil any or all of these functions: - '

" (a) To provide a support system for students and teachers W ho
' feel isolated within their own departments and would benfit
from a pooling of (human resources).

{b) To provide a means of co-ordinating people with ,
" complementary research interests and of identifying "gaps®
where research was urgently needed. ' '

{c) To produce material that would "service" existing
socialist-oriented citizens' and political groups whose
- work might need theoretical backing. Aafter much debate,
the feeling among most of those who wanted to participate
in an ongoing group was that for the time being, at least
until its identity and direction were further established,.
the group should operate predominantly within the
university level where most of us had some skills and
personal experience. Meetings and memberships should,
however, be open to anyone; individual menbers should be
encouraged to engage in any political practice that seeamed

appropriate to theam; and the goals of the group shold not
be static ones.




Agreement ¥as reached on a YORKSHOP format for the next one-day
meeting, ‘at which two sessions will {tentatively) be held. Each
session will have a thene, around which a small group £ people will
prepare sets of issues and questions, and will use these to lead of

“a structured discussion. Several themes we re saggesteé:
(1} Ideology and residential environments
{2) the family and residential environments.

{3) c¢lass structure, whousing class" and urban political
novenents,

(4) the state and housing policy in canada
(5) the political relevance of theoretical work on reproduction %
of the labour force. ‘ , o

Ah ad hoc committee was set up to organise and publicise the
next meeting and to decide upon t+wo themes for the workshops -
&epending on people volunteering %o lead discussions. {see notice
on p. ) R

Report submitted by Damaris Rose.

Volume 6$‘NQ. 1 (formerly RT, A Journal of

..... | . Radical Therapy)_ﬂﬂﬂ;{///,,/;
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Y. NICOS POULANTZAS'S &NﬁLESiS OF CLASSES IN CAPITALISH

Over the past fev years a recurring these in USG meetings and
discussion groups has been the thormy guestion of providing a
rigorous framework with which to tackle the question of class in
contemporary society. To this end, a workiang group vas established
at Simon Praser University which chose FNicos Poulantzas®s book
CLASSES IN CONTEEPORARY CAPITALISH (LB, Loandon, 1975) as its
starting point. At the Regina meeting this group presented a

sumpary of their reading of Poulantzas as a preliminary discussion
paper.

Poulantzas's work was initially chosen because the group
considered it to be the most rigorous and comnprehensive discussion
available at present. In its introduction, the group sitressed the
need to approach this work on its own terms, i.e., become familiar
with the discourse at least as the preliminary step. - This, they
felt, was particularly important as misunderstanding and misreading
of the text has been a frequent event. Another point stressed
initially was that the group's presentation was an introduction and
by no means represented a comprehensive framework. The first
section of the introduction dealt with Poulantzas's sethodological
principles and listed some of the principal concepts, e.g. class
struggle and the concept of class, class places and class positionss
and economic, political and ideological relations in the structural
determination of classes. The second part endeavoured to provide an
international context in vhich Poulantzas's concepts could operate.
The presentation thes turned to the forms of productive relations in
which capital has been involved historically, plus a discussion of
the political and ideological relations of production. Commercial,
banking, amd productive capital were then sitwated in the
periodisation of monopoly capital.

Attention was then focussed upon the way in which a social
formration is articmlated in the imperialist chain and how such
articulation can give rise to comprador, national and domestic
bourgeoisies, and perhaps of major importance today, the
contradictions which can arise among them. Thus the bourgeiosie is
not viewed as a onified bloc with common goals and interests at all
times. The remainder of the presentation covered such other aspects
as the role and fumction of the state, the nature of the new petty
bourgecisie and its relation to the vorking class and the
traditional petty bourgeoisie, and some concepts which Poulantzas
develops in the course of his class analysis. The final section
dealt with some critiques of Poulantzas, both from within the groups
and others previously published. The group took issue with
Poulantzas's definitions of (1) boundaries between classes: (2) the
relationship between the old and new petty bourgeoisie; {3} his
restriction of productive workers to those who produce material
cornmodities; (4) kis looseness in some definitions. The summBary was




attended by an extremely useful glossary of terms drawinq upon
Poulantzas, Althusser, Balibar, and others.

Since it is by no means possible to enumerate aéequateiy the
areas covered or the discussion presented, it may be opportune to
note that a draft summary of the presentation is available from

bnion of Socialist Geographers
Department of Geography

Simon Fraser Upiversity
Burnahy B.C.

Canada V5R 156

unfortunatly the presentation took guite a long time and thus
discussion was somevhat limited. Perhaps the one area im which
animated discussion did occur was on the usefulness of the whole
exercise, It vas strongly argued that to tell a goversment worker
that she/he vas a member of the ney petty bourgeoisie was
counter-productive politically, and further, that the analysis was
far too ?abstract'., In reply it vwas argued that the discussion had
not been intended to provide a political progranmme, that it
represented an attempt to understand class, and that many historicai
happenings (Chile for example) underlined the need for accurate
class analysis. BAnoiher area of discussion centred around the
productive/unproductive labour division and whether such divisions
were realistic. The general feeling of the meeting was that the
presentation had been useful, that more %time was needed for
discussion, that documents should be circulated more, and that
people would return to the issue again,

(Report by Colm Regan, McGill Bniversity)

Bill Bunge was not at the conference. His two papers were re
and provoked much discussion. Synopses of Bill®s papers and of the
discussions are given below.

2, THE NORTH AMERICAN ¥YORKIEG CLASS
By ¥. Bunge

Historical background° Heither the white nor the black workin
class was represented in the demands of the Civil Rights Hovement ¢
the 1960°'s. It was when Hartin Luther King began to champioh :
working class and poor people’s rights that he was shot. The New .
Left and counterculture and feminist novements were similarly '
prepised on middle class demands. The blilack movement tock a
nationalistic turn in which middle class and working class interes!
could coincide, The adeministration in Washington was anti-labour:s
wages were held down, unemployment increased, profits increased,
along with smppression in the name of law and order, encouragement
of patriotism and racissm, :

g
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The work place: 1In the late 1%40%'s, the Progressive ZLabour

“Movement retreated and the percentage of unionized workers declined.
‘ pnly the Teamsters were effective in the South, the land of
< uwrynavway" non-uaion industries,

Organizers of textile workers
purdered in the 1960's got little attention from the press compared
to civil rights workers:; the flight of industries to the South
continued. The South and West were also recipients of military
contracts and of much public investment. This is part of the

In Canada workers reacted to deteriorating conditions, such as
wage controls without price controls, leading to a day of protest im
october 1976, Rank and file militancy in Canada is advanced, for
instance, the French Canadian trade unions, the existence of a
labour party (¥DP}, and the tolerance of socialism shown by unions.
The North of the USA is increasingly militant, for instance, the UNMH
is controlled by the rank and file. The Building Trade Unions have
been reactionary but are now experiencing economic repression which
should make them more militant. The Teanmsters continue to act
strangely; perhaps a change will come there. The bulk of the labour

movement seems determined to organize the South (witness the UAW) to
save Northern jobs.

Working class neighbourhoods: Classic working class strategy
is to organize parties or factions around a union base. Recent
problems make it apparent that the home place of the working class
is going to need attention as well. ©Nationalism {eg, French
Quebecois, Puerto Ricans, black and native people) is more intense
at the living place, in solid ethnic neighbourhoods, tham in the
more integrated work places, The home place is the neglected flank
of the movement. Here the working class is likely to be divided and
conquered. The non-working population and the working class
neighbourhood organizations need to streangthen their direction and
coordination. Racism is the great divider of the working class.
Black workers are the vworst off. The infant mortality rate for
black babies in the USA is higher than fifty-seven percent of the
world's nations., In Canada, infant mortality among blacks is much
lovwer., Toronto has no ghetto slum at alill. Is the US54, the
"Southern Strategy" punishes the northern cities. 1In Canada, the
working class has forced the rich to pay considerably more taxes
than their American counterparts. In Boston, the white right to
cormunity control is pitted against the black right %o quality
education., It is as if the South were making war on the Horth. Yoa
have to go to the far North -- to Canada ~- to find a semblance of
peaceful civilization.

Conclusion: Carter is pushing Atlanta for a national model.
The Southern working class is weak in the work place amd at hone.
Toronto, not Atlanta, is the model for the working class to follow.




SUHBMARY OF DISCHSSIOHN:

There vas much objection to the Horth-South dichotomization,
although some people suggested that it was perhaps mostly a
rhetorical tool. Hith so many Canadian geographers present, auch
evidence was raised regarding Canada's imperfections, to wit: high
infant portality rates among native groups, Regina‘®s native slum an
the severe problems of native people everywhere in Canada; the fact .
that Toronto has great insqualities and ghetto slums: that Quebec }
unions may be progressive in some ways, but are reactionary as welly.
and there are great disparities between unionized workers and the ‘
two-thirds of the labour force which is nom-union.

People also objected to the northness-southness
characterization of the USA. Unions of course developed first in
¢the North whers indusiry was concentrated, but in the face of ;
violence sgual to that later experienced in the South. The Southeru
Strategy is not a regional model but a class strategy of increased
exploitation and repression of workers. Jimmy Carter represents. :
aspects of Southern ideology but his fundamental association is with

American monopoly capital as a whole (eg, the Iri-Lateral
Commission).

‘ Someone suggested that although violent repression of
orgahizing may be guite common, other more civilized ways of
blocking workers' demands are just as effective, for instance,
through the courts, and through the international umions in Canada
which are supported by capital because their leadership cooperates |
to intensify the labour process, increase productivity, and hold .
down wage and other demands. One person conmented that the NDP is
not a truly labour party, and another said that the UME is not a :
rank and file run union, and many conflicts occur within it.

3, THE CANADIAN-AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL EXPEDITIOHM {CAGE)

By ¥. Bunge

After a tour of North American campuses im the fall of 1976,
twenty~one Canadian students vere recruited for a weekend fleld
study in Windsor and Deiroit in MWovember. The data they have ;
collected will be analysed and published. It was inpossible to get
American students to participate im a similav effort.

Geography suffers from special afflictions--geographers have
_lost the traditiomral skills of their trade, They no longer explore
Geography is becoming incompetent and irrelevant to the world 3
without. This is evidenced especially by its almost complete
neglect of field study, its trendiness, its pandering to 8
politicians, instead of being a true science in search of laws of
the real world., Geography should be out of the control of
politicians in its pursuit of data. When a system rots as badly a
_the American system has, objective mapping by gxpedlitions will onlif
.gain support from the left,
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- field work to continue the Detroit-Windsor exploration.

~city but the continent.

13

The expedition to Detioit and ¥Windsor in Movember 1976
conducted the following explorations (maps included in the text):

Map 1 Abandoned buildings

Map 2 abandoned buildings which have been re-occupied.

Map 3 Regions of purchased toys

Hap 4 Toyless regions -

Map 5 Skin lacerating soil (weight of pernicious material per
square yard)

Hap 6 Children's desert (% barren soil)

Hap 7 Fly-covered babies (houses with no screens)

Hap 8 Cold children (% houses with broken windows)

Map 9 Surplus food in rural area around ¥indsor

Two additional maps from the Detroit Geographical Expedition
included in the text: {1) Infant deaths per 1000 in Detroit,
{2} Region of rat-bitten babies in Detroit.

are
and

Class distinctions appeared in the environmental pathology maps

1-8. Hap 9 showed rotting food in fields near Windsor which could
feed starving children in BDetroit.

If more maps could be made, the American political reaction
would be furious, Objective monitoring by geographers exposes state
secrets. The state does not want the public to know about
rat-bitten baby regions and protein deficiency.

Who will support an urban exploration? Some geographers,
especially younger ones, are interested in doing goocd work.
Hopefully, some departments will grant course credit for sunmmer
Findsor is
not supportative so far, but the Detroit mayor's office may soon be,
Another potential source of support is unions, especially if some
maps relevant to them were produced, such as percent of the work

force in unions by province and state, and correlation between
unionization and mean incone.

The CAGE has started. It has done field work and is pub-
lishing; exploring and mapping -- just what geographers are supposed
to do anéd almost never do any more. This time it includes not one

Canada has no slum ghetto--our CAGE might
help black children in Detroit break theirs. '

CAGE--SUNMARY OF DISCUSSION:

Before discussion proceeded very far, one member gave a
background summary of Bunge®s career, especially the attempts by the
State and the academy to harrass and silence him. The history and
achievements of the expeditions throughout Worth America were also
stressed., The ensuing discussion revealed two basic objections
concerning the paper, followed by points about the nature of
expeditions and their contribution to radical geography, and the
question of how the USG can support expeditions.




one objection was made to the apparently simplistic dicho-
tomization of Canadian and American societies., People protested
that Canada is capitalist too and has its share of urban and rural
slums. The other objection was to the assumption that if all this
obiective mapping of poverty were done there would be a furious
reaction. This hope was not borne out by conditions in the last twe
decades, in which the public was bombarded by visual inmages of
injustice and inhumanity everyvhere; the reaction produced vas
rather a pathology of silence -- not indignation ieading to
political action.

This second obijection was countered by defence of expeditions
on at least three bases: £irst, they were an attempt to get radical
geography as a whole moving; second, they were intended %o supply
people in a community with information and tools %o fight conditions
of poverty and deprivation; third, they were intended to break down
the division between scholarly work and field work amd between the
professional geographer and the folk geographer {the latter a

~compunity resident having access to training apnd information
provided by field workers). Expeditions vere seen as valuable in
that they forced middle-class professionals to realize problens
which they would never have perceived as such, as a result of being
forced to see an urban working class community through the eyes of |
its residents. o

suggestions were made as to the lessons to be learnt from
expeditions: '

1. They will not last forever as a permanent part of city life
but go in cycles.

2. They tend to work best where people already living in a place
decide to form ome~-an outgrowth of local concern rather thal
a call to people from all over the continent. But they stild
need the benefit of ocutside gesographers.

3. They vary from place to place; there cannot be a nodel which
works everyvhere.

4. Successful ones have found ways of giving the ipformation
back to the people in useful forms., ¥hat to do about the
abuse of this information, by government agencies, other
social scientists, etc., is always a problen.

The relationship of the USG to expeditions was seen as
complementary, in that the former is more ariented to iantensive
study, but most of us go through cycles of both. ¥Forms of support:
were suggested. First, people not involved in ezpedition field wor

 should provide bibliographies and review papers to those who do not
nave the time to search. Second, as teachers, etc., we should '
inform people who might be interested as to the history and present
activities of expeditions. .
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The Circuit of Capital, Barriers, and Expedients

Bernard J. Curtin, _
Union of Socialist Geographers,
Simon Fraser Umiversity,
British Columbia,

Canada.,

This paper examines Marx's discourse on the circular movenment
of capital, the barriers capital encounters in the sphere of
circulation, and the expedients it devises to overcome then.
Continually, Marx sresses that capital constitutes a unity of its
production and circulation processes, This upity can be best
grasped by sketching Marxts formula of the circuit of money-capital.

mp
B-CZ LN P osoe CB”H’
ip

In the first phase (M~C) of the circuit, the capitalist
enterprise advances money-capital (M) to purchase means of
production (mp) and labour-power (lp). This act of circulation,
although necessary creates neither value nor surplus value: it is
merely a change in the form of capital-value -~ a change from its
money form to its commodity form. (Marx distinguishes between pure
circulation concerned with changes in the form of value and real

circulation involving the physical movement of commodities
{(including information).

In the second phase of the circuit (P), under the direction of
the capitalist or his agents, labour-power and means of production
are set in motion to create new commodities. During this phase of
the circuit, value is transferred from the means of production and
nevy value is created., Part of this value, Harx calls surplus-value.
Surplus-value is created if the value produced in the production
process is greater than the value of the means of production
{instruments of production and raw materials) and lablor-power
{vages) consumed during the production process.

puring the third phase (C'~H#') of the circuit, the comrodities
produced during phase two and containing more value (C?) than the
value of the inputs (C = mp + lp) consumed during the production
process are sold or transformed into their momey equivalent (H'}).

As this phase of the circuit is an act of pure circulation, neither
value noy surplus-value is created.

Thus, it is evident that the circular movement of capital {from
its point of origin to its point of destination) or the turnover
tine of capital consists of an act of circulation (#-C}, punctuated
by an act of production (P), and closed by an act of circulation




{{C*'-H*'). Capital continuously describes this circular movement,
passing successively from one form into another. ARy circumstance
vhich interrupts the movement of capital as it moves from one phase
to the next introduces stagnation into its circuit asd constituates a
barrier to its normal movement.

Competition and capital?s inherent tendency to expand value
compel it to both abbreviate the time of circulation and widen the
sphere of circulation. Since capital creates no value whilst it
resides in the circulation phases of its circuit, it strives
continuously to abbreviate its time of circulation. Although
impossible, capital aims to reduce circulation time to Zeroc.

Having considered changes in the form of capital-value, the
paper then enumerates and analyses those circumstances or barriers
which interrupt the circulation phases of the circuit of capital,
the expedients it devises to surmount these barriers, and the
strategies it devises to widen the sphere of circulation {sell
more). Especial attention is devoted to the barriers capital
encounters in acquiring labour-power and to the use of voluntary
circulation costs to widen the sphere of circulation.

The Idea of an Optimum Population

Alan Mabin

Department of Geography,
Simon Fraser University,
Burnaby,

British Columbia

Views of population issues ccmmonly focus around that intensely
geographical nexus: the relation of population and rescurces. The
predominant interpretation of population-resource relations remains
essentially Halthusian in character, Yet the real fact of :
different national demographic policies suggests that there are :
widely differing ideas of what the optimum population might be. The
paper seeks to indicate answers to the guestions that arise from :
this situwation., H®here did the idea of an optimum coriginate? Hhy
has it taken on different forms? What theory can accommodate the
changing and differing ideas on the subject? And what can :
geographers contribute on the idea of optimum population?

The paper makes reference to the ideas of utopian writers, o
Townsend, Sauvy, Harshall, Keynes, Buchanan and others. Following
Godwin and Glacken, it is concluded that Townsend {and Halthus) were
mistaken in their perception of the *principle of population®. It .
is shown that Marxz provides a more flexible interpretation of the
"laws® of population. '
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fﬂé Theme of Isolation in the Geography of Depressed Reqions

Susan Barry

Pept of Geography,
He6ill OUniversity,
805 Sherbrooke 5t. H.
Fontreal, Quebec,

The paper discusses the proposition still common in social
sclence that regional underdevelopment in developed nations is due
primarily to past and present isolation. The isolation theme is -
shown to recur in descriptions of the appalachian region, and it is .-
asserted that these descriptions promote a nyth in which
underdeveloprent is associated too readily with isolation %o the
neglect of interaction and dependence. The isolation theme is noted’
to be implicit in dualist models, which explain regional disparities.
in terms of two separate sectors and which fail to imvestigate '
adequat@ly the relationships between depressed and developed
regions. It is stressed that in both Appalachia and Hewfoundland
insufficient attention has been given to this function of these
regions in a larger economic system: government prograss have been
premised on isolation as a major barrier to development vhen in fact
the greatest problem is distortion of development due to the
functions of these regions in national capitalist economies.

The Changing Role of Women in the Mineteenth Century Canadian City

Suzanne Mackenzie
Department of Geography,
University of Teronto,
100 St. George Street,
Toronto, Ontario,

Canada MN5S 1a1

Attempts. to write a geography of women, while recognising the
importance of home-workplace separartion, have failed to explore xts
theoretical implications. This paper attempts to broaden our
understanding of this dichotomy and to re-integrate women's :
experience into urban history and theory. It applies the Bovement
of the dialectic between the sphere of producing goods and services
and the sphere of reproﬂucxug ilabour-power to late nineteenth 'ﬂ
century Torento. The tensions between the two spheres are éxamined
from the perspeective of the farily as a reproducer of labour«powe
and women as wvage workers and housewives-mothers. Class variation
in concrete apnd ideological conditions and the need for increasing
state intervention to co~ordinate two spheres conditioned the
choices offered to and the ideclogical understandings about womens
It is argued that selective intervention in reproduction of labour
and the formalisation of ideology about women and the familyg as
panifest in urban structure and process, resulted in an increasing
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restrictive definition of women®s °proper sphere’, Further, it is
argued that a framework which explicitly examines the apparent

separation of these two spheres offers a way of re-integrating our
understanding of urban process.

.The Journey to Work and Investigation of Urban Structure

Katherine ®Willson,

University of Toronto,

Centre for Urban and Community Studies,
1950 St. Geokge Street,

Toronto, Ont.

Canada 55 1a 1

This paper offers a brief critigque of geographic models which
assign community behaviour the major role in determining urban
structure. The difficulties of interpreting the individual Jjourney
to work as the only link hetween productive and reproductive
activity are discussed in the light of work which has been
undertaken on data from the 1971 Census of Canada. Interpretatiosns
of the development of commuting and strongly differentiated urban
space present in the histozical literature are assessed.
Explanations of residence-workplace separation based solely on
transportation technology or changing tastes are found inadeguate
and the phenomenon is placed within the development of wage-labour
in nineteenth-century capitalism. Some suggestions for areas of
historical research around the phenonenon of commuting are ovffered

and an attempt made to find a meaningful context for studies based
on current commuting patterns.

The Genesis of the High Rise Building Form

Jane Bonchek,

5082 Rue St Urbain,
Hontreal,

Quabec.

The high rise has become the subject of a significant body of
literature during the course of the past decade. This paper
assesses briefly the explanations offered for the arrival and
perpetuation of the high-rise building form ia the discourses of
architecture, economics, and economic geography. The architectural
iiterature views the evolution of the high rise in Chicago to be the
outcore of a complex association of technological changes, the moods

of individual architects, and the impact of rapid commercial
expansion and rising land values.

Implicit in the literature of the nso-classical economists is
the notion that high rise buildings occupy locations with high land-
values, lesser uses being unable to bid for such expensive sites. A&
contrary view claims that high buildings create high land values.
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I argue that historical research should be undertaken to 3
firstly investigate the utility of some of the conventional economic
interpretations, and secondly, to investigate possible relationships
between the development of Corporate Capitalism, changes in popular
ideoclogy and the development of the high rise., Such a task nmust
surely be befitting of the geographical discipline, whick in recent .
years has exhibited an interest in both the phenomenology of built
fore and the relationship between urban spatial patterns and
institutional structure.

Myths of Regional Development

~Garry Crovfoot
Department of Geography
University of Toronto
100 St. George Sireet
Toronto Ont.

B5s 141

This paper examines the use of the static neo-classical model
of intra-national regional disparities {in which equilibdrium comes
about through compensating flows of capital and labour} as a means
of mystifying the nature of regional disparities in advanced .
capitalism, It is proposed that the nature of such uneven regional
development can only be understood through the analysis of '
capitalism as a whole, The neo~classical model is used to justify
state intervention in the economy to eacourage the mobility of
capital and labour to their *highest and best® use, whilst the
effect of such policies is to weaken the peripheral economies and to
strengthen those of the centre. The model diverts attention from
the conflict between capital and labour, emphasising instead the -
dichotomy between rich and poor regions, the implications of which
are discussed., Finally, we consider use of the mcdel in tramslating
the 'regional problem® £rém one of relations of production to one of
differential consumption power, permititing a ‘solution? through '
transfer payments {unemployment insurance, peasions etc.) vwhile
leaving the real problem untouched,

WA el

i

o
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Papers were also presented by Jim Overton on YRomantic :
Economics®, Steve MNew on “Land Speculation in Prince George, Britisk
Columbia®™, and Colm Regan on "Ireland®, #e did not receive
abstracts of these papers. :
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argue that historical cesearch should be undezt@ken to _
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jdeology and the development of the'hxgh rise. ‘Such aqtask musceat
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pepartment of Geography
‘University of Toronto
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of intrawngtgonal regional disparities (in which eguillbrium comes L
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strengthen those of the centre. The model diverts at?emtion from
the conflict between capital and labour, emph§51s§ng }nsteaé the .
dichotomy between rich ard poor regions, the implicatiocus of which °
are discussed, Finally, we consider use'of the model in translatlzg
the 'regional problem® from one of relations of.pxa@uctxon to one of
differential consumption power, permitting a fgolution? thxo@gh
transfer payments {unemployment insurance, pensions etc.) ghile
leaving the real problem untouched,
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Housing égﬁmthe State: the Development of Housing Policy in Britain

Demaris Rose

Sussgex University
. Falmer, Brighton
England BNi 92N

In order to understand the contradictory nature of contemporary
housing policy within social democracy, and hovw we might go about
changing it, we must first understand the means by which the state’s
role in housing has been transformed with the historical development
of capitalism. Hy paper attempted to sitvate housing policy within
an analysis of the structural constraints of the state, focussing on
the structural need to resolve the increasing conflict between
production and reproduction. 1 am now commencing my H.A. research -

‘examining the late nineteenth century in Britain, a period during

which the function of the state was transformed from one of
laissez-faire to one of direct intervention im the housing process.
By using primary and secondary sources, I hope to untangle the
influence of specific class struggles and class alliaaces upon
housing policy, and thus to discover the degree of ‘relative
autonomy' the state had in specific circuastances. I hope to use

this material to build upon existing theories of the state and state
intervention,

{I*d like to exchange ideas on this topic.

Please ¥write c/o0
the address given above).

graphy Study

REPORT ON THE SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY STUDY GROUP HEETING HELD AT THE
DEPARTHENT OF GEOGRAPHY, UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, 26TH HARCH 1977.

Public Expenditure Cuts

Against a background of increasing public concern over the role
of public expenditure, the Social Geography Study Group held a one
day conference on the nature and effects of public exxpenditure
cuts, It was felt there was a real need to place the current debats

in perspective and to look in more detail at the effect of such
cuts.

In the morning session Keith Basset (Bristol) gave a general
introduction on the theme of public expenditure cuts im the context
of the present economic crisis. He outlined the main stages in the
development of public expenditure economics since the advent of the
present Labour government and analysed in more detail the relative
impacts on different categories of expenditure. He then surveyed
the different interpretations being offered as to why public
expenditure cuts are thought necessary and the fors they should
take. This involved a comparison of monetarist, keynesian and
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various Harxist analyses of the real causes of the present crisis.
A final section tcouched upon the regional and urban implications of
the different perspectives. Bob Colenutt {(¥orth Southwark Community -
Development Group) presented a paper on, 'Inner City Policies and
Public Expenditure Cuts?, which highlighted the contradiction '
between cutbacks in public expenditure and recent attempts by the -J
government to provide aid to inner cities. Drawing on material from
Southwark he showed that capital and revenue expenditure play a _
central role in the social and economic i1ife of the borough. ;|
Cutbacks, which are only now becoming apparent, are leading to the’
reduction in maintenance of coumncil housing and public services in
general and to the deferment of housing and open space scChemes., The .
contradiction in government policy is apparent in the f£ive Dockland
boroughs of Londeon which have cut capital spending by #19 milliosm
vhile the Governmeni has granted them 217 in urban aid. The low _
level of Government aid to inner cities was seen as a token gesture;
compelled by political reasons, in the direction of those people and .
capitals still left in the imner city. :

The afternoon session was devoted %to papers focussing on
selected types of expenditure. Alan Huire (School for Advanced
Urban Studies, Bristol} gave a paper on housing expenditure. He
suggested that the extension of cash limits and expenditure cuts
were the latest in a long history of periocdic cuts not only
associated with economic crises, but as corrections to the tendency
to extend the role of the state. In the present circusmstances
pressure to reduce state intervention was importast. In practice
{as most housing expenditure is concerned vith charges on
borrowing), in a period of inflation and high interest rates, and
given tax relief, all elements of public expenditure were not '
controlled and cuts were partial. The =ffects of inflation in the
bunching of debt charges has led to confusion about the effect of
public exzpenditure cuts, ard the financial basis of local authority:
honsing, and has added to the attempts to legitimise changes in
policy on dubious premises. Andrew Evans (School for Advanced Urban
Studies, Bristol) presented a paper on trasanport exp&naltmre cuts.
He noted that transpot expenditure has been, and is being, reduced
more than other types of expenditure. The most severe cut is in :
capital expenditure on local, non-trunk, roads, and public transport
schemes. This means that after allowing for leng term conmitments,
such as the Tyne ¥ear Meiro, there will be no nevw capital schemes
either for roads or public tramsport. The government intends to
reduce revenpue support to public trasnport by about half from E
1977-1978 to 1980-1281 wyhich means that fares in metropolitan areas
will tend tc rise substantially more than inflation rates. The
outcome is still uncertain since the primary policy makers are the
local authorities, not central goverasent.

Linda Clarke nad John Mason {Architectural Association) jointl
presnted the final paper, *‘Hospital Planning and Public Exzpenditur
Cuts: with special reference to Lomdon®, They outlineéd the
conditions of the National Health Service, described attempts to
deal with its problems and showed some of the efects of expenditure
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various Marxist analyses of the real causes of the present crisis.
A final section touched upon the regional and urban implications of
the different perspectives. Bob Colenutt {forth Southwark Compunity’
Development Group) presented a paper on, 'Toner City Policies and
public Expenditure Cuts', which highiighted the contradiction
between cutbacks in public expenditure and recent attezpts by the
government to provide aid to inner cities. Drawing on material from
southwark he showed that capital and revenue expeaditure play a
central role in the social and econonic life of the borough.
cutbacks, which are only now becoming apparent, are leading to the
redgction in maintenance of council housing and public services in
general and to the defersent of housing and opean space schenes., The
coptradiction in govermment policy is apparent in the five pockland
poroughs of London which have cut capital spending by #19 pitlion
while the Government has granted them #17 in urban aid. The lo¥w :
ljevel of Government aid to innerx cities vas seen as a token gestare; |
compelled by political reasons, jn the direction of those people and:
capitals still left in the inner city. P

The afternoon session was devoted to papers focussing on
selected types of expenditure. Alan Muire (School for Advanced
Grban Studies, Bristol) gave a paper on housing expenditure. He
suggested that the extension of cash limits and expenditure cuts
were the latest in a long history of periodic cuts not omly
associated with economic crises, but as corrections to the tendency
to extend the role of the state. In the present circumstances _
pressure to reduce state intervention was important. In practice
{as most housing expenditure 1is concerned with charges on
porrowing}, in a period of inflation and high interest rates, and
given tax relief, all elements of public expenditure were not '
controlled and cuts were partial, The affects of inflation in the
punching of debt charges has led to confusion about the effect of
pablic expenditure cuts, and the financial basis of local atthority
housing, and has added to the atteampts to legitimise changes in
policy on dubious premises. Andrev Evans {school for advanced UOrban
studies, Bristol) presented a paper on trasnport ezpenditure cuts.
He noted that transpot egpenditure has been, and is being, reduced
more than other types of expenditure. The most severe cut is in
capital expenditure on iocal, mon-trunk, roads, and pablic transport
schemes. This means that after allowing for long term conmitments,
such as the Tyne ¥ear Meiro, there %411 be no new capital schemes
either for roads or public transport. The government intends to _
reduce revenue support to public trasaport by about half from 1

1977-1978 %o 1980-1981 which means that fares ih metropolitan areas: |-

will tend to rise substantially more than inflation rates. The
outcome is still uncertain since the primary policy makers are the
local awthorities, not central governnent. ‘ ‘

tinda Clarke nad John HMason (Axrchitectural Association) djointly
presnted the final paper, ‘Hospital Plananing and Public Expenditure.
cutss with special reference te¢ London’, They outlineé the '
conditions of the National Health Service, described attempts to
deal with its problems and showed sone of the efects of expenditure
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cuts in health They showed that c i
- : d uts in the budget of Forth E
g:aggiagegional Authority will jeopardise local services in suc:st
argas ol :izzinagegﬁgdigfindiiilingione Overall, they foresaw large
: Wi a skeletal network of 1
ggjp;tals catering for the dangerously i1l rather than :ige
elopment of local and preventive services. They rounded off

their paper with descriptions
of t :
Garrett Hosspital fros glosure, he attempts to save the Elizabeth

Four conclusions emerged from thi
) C is conference., Pirstl
E§Ziégteigizg$§2rgr§u?5 neeg to be seen from the persPectingo;hihe
isis. This raises guestions i
how the crisis occurred s hatuse of) ¥ and
; . econdly, the precise nature of
zzg:z?;ﬁg;g g::ie:2eggvto be :pgcified since responsibilities are
arnmen epartzents and betw
local government Thirdl cods to bo. O
: . Y, the role of the state a
theoretically developed if w i aemonse to.
t 1 @ are to explain its response %
economic crises Pourthly, it is cl aphers. an
. ear that geographers, anm
:;Ezzs%hZiideggeZ:sawgii if the role and nature of gxpenéituzzgcuts
: wi ave important implications f
geographic enquiry Future pattern oing “heais
‘ . iry. 8 of transport, housin he i
and education will be shaped by the levels of exp;nditureggow giigq

deacted. Geographers i i |
: . » 45 individuals and a i '
obvions interest in these matters. 8 acadenics, have:an

Report submitted by J. R. Short and P. Hilliams.
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The fourth annual general meeting of the USG took place in
Regina June 8 - 6, 1977, coinciding with the annual USG and Cie
conferences. Twe items came up repeatedly during the meeting.
first, which bears special mention is the question of funding.,
125 people who receive the newsletter, 85 have not paid their
membership fees. The second item was the subject of present USG
structure., The following is a suammary of the minutes.

I FINANCES

A financial statement of the USG for April 1, 1976-April 30,
1977 was reviewed and appears in Volume 2, Humber 2 of the
Newsletter. The balance of funds was $422.00

IY¥ NE¥S FROM THE SECRETARY

The secretary (Paul Susman) was unable to attend the meetlng
but sent a letter suggesting USG advertisements be placed in left
wing and socialist journals to increase exposure. It vas suggested.
that such advertisements should also appear in mainstream geographid
journals. Paul Susman has resigned from the posztxon cf secretary
as he will be leaving for africa. : '

ITII NEWS FROM THE LOCALS

TORONTO: Members of the USG in Toronto have formed a working
group and established working relations with the planning
department of the University of Toronto. Their commitments
for the coming year include: - :

1. editing VYolume 3, Wumber 2 of the Newslettier

2. establishing contact with working groups on housing in
England

3. organizing a regional conference in November for Eastern
Canada and the United States, focussing on, amrong other -
things, urban history and regional davelopment. For details -
regardlng this Conference, see page g of this newsletter.

. VANCOUVER: HMembers of the Vancouver local participated H
4 main activities this year which included: .

1« a reading and study group on N, Poulantzas'®s CLASSES IN
CONTEMPORARY CAPITALISH.

2. sponsoring resident and visiting speakers: Hike Lebowitz, Jo
0iConnor, James Anderson, Hilton Santos, Eli Zavetsky.
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urth annual general meeting of the US6 took place in
Regin§h§u§3 b - 6, 1977, coinciding with the agnual Us¢ and Cae oh
conferences. Two iteas came up rep§atedly during the meez}nge Ofe
first, which bears special mention is the guestion of fuahxggf
125 people who receive the newsleiter, 85 have not paid t :1§SG
membership fees. The second item was the subjec? 0of presen
structure. The following is a summary of the minutes.

3. providing a forxum for !dry-runs' of thesis proposals,
seminars, etc. They found this was invaluable in
tightening-up such presentations prior to public presentation
- and in the theoretical progress of the group.

4. holding regular meetings.

The local agreed that a major shortcoming during the year was
the failure to expand the membership significantly. In the coming
year they hope to enlarge membership and stimulate interest both in
the USG and in socialist theory with the establishment of a reading
grotp on CAPITAL., They noted also that the difficulty in getting
radical and socialist graduates admitted to geography underlined the

importance of stimulating interest and discussion among
undergraduates.

I FINANCES

A financial statement of the USG for April 1, 1976~April 30,
1977 was revieved and appears in Volume 2, Number 2 of the
Newsletter. The balance of funds was $422.00

II NEWS FRON THE SECRETARY

MOETREAL: Hembers of the USG at HMcGill formed a local
this year and focused attention on establishing a bass
for USG activities by:

e secretar paul Susman) was unable to attend the geetlng
but sZﬁt a letterységgesting 4SG advertisements be placed in 1a£§ed
wing and socialist journals to increase exposure. I+ was sugges =
that such advertisements should also appear 1R a§ipstream geogzap
journals. Paul Susman has resigned from the posxtzog of secre ary.
as he will be leaving for Africa, :

1. stimulating discussion of a leftist persuasion in the
department

2. supporting socialist geographers who applied to HcGill
III NEWS FRON THE LOCALS 3. the first socialist course in geography at KcGill was held
this year, on development and underdevelopment {outline

available in Volume 2, Humber 2 of the Hewsletter)

i formed a working

TORONTO: HMenmbers of the USG6 in Tozont? have. X
group and established working relations with §he plagalng
department of the gniversity of Toroato., Their commltments:

for the coming year include: 4. forming a reading group on the nétional gquestion,

Unfortanately the group disbanded part of the way through the
term. The local has since decided that allocation of
responsibility to each individual for the presentation of a
section would do much to maintain momentuam.

1, editing Volume 3, Number 2 of the Newsletter

2. establishing comtact with working groups on housing in
England 5. assisting a conference on Third World Cities and the
Accumulation process, centred around a workiag paper by Terry

EcGee and ¥. Armstrong. & report on this conference appears
in volume 2, Number 2.

3, organizing a regional conference in ﬁovember for Eastern
Canada and the Onited States, focussing om, among other .
things, urban history and regionel develgpiggt@ FGILiiiZ; s

i i see page o is news o o .
regardlnglthls contezence, Pas ¢ : The localts maijor criticisms of itself were:
participated
YANCOUVER: Members of the Vancouver local par : . , . .
- i tiviti i ear which included: . the need for T.A.s to generate more discussion with their
i main activities this y the need

1. a reading and study group on K, Poulantzas®s CLASSES IN

CONTEMPORARY CAPTITALISH.

2. its greatest failimg was a lack of regular discussion by
: active members as to the nature of socialisa and their
2. sponsoring resident and visiting speakers: Hike Lebowitz, J cormitment to it.

0iConnor, James Anderson, Hiltomn Santos, Bli Zaretsky. .

Commitments for the coming year include:

1. another edition of the Newsletter - ¥ol. 3, Ho. 3.




2. translations for the Hewsletter from french to English
3. regular meetings for general discussion
4, a reading group
. more involvement in local issues
6. contact with other Quebec universities {(Laval, U.of H.,
Concordia etc.)

IV NEWSLETTER AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS

1. The Vancouver local has agreed to continue publishing the
Neuwsletier but reminds locals that contributions should be :
sent typed and in completed forwm ready for printing, to avoid.
problemns at the publishing end. :

2. Editorial policy was raised as an issue, Ip some instances
in the past it was necessary to exclude articles which
blatantly contradicted socialist principles. A committee was
formed to make recommendations concerning the nature and
extent of editorial powers. These recornendations appear
elsewhere in this issue. Response is welcone.

3, & motion was passed that the Hewsletter should include
articles in languages other than English (notably French and |
spanish) with English summaries if desired by contributors.
It is hoped this would stimulate readership im Quebec and
Latin America.

4. R motion was made that the Newsletter appear guarterly. It
was agreed that the USG has sufficient funds {subject to
gualifications noted in item 5 below) and materials to meet
these deadlines. '

5. The editiorial sub-compittee recommended that a pinissa of
three newsletters per annusm be published With provision for

fourth according to the organization's financial position.
The next four newsletters will be conpiled by the following

groupss

Oct-Nov 1977 =—===mmwe—e=s simon Fraser University
Dec-Jan 1978 =——===v-—=wses university of Toronto
Feb-Mar 1978 -—=e=-w=—=em=- McGill Uiversity #*
Apr-Hay 1978 ===w===e=---= {to bhe decided)

* This issue to contain information regarding the 1978 Annual
General Meeting, the agenda regarding USG/ARG/CAG events and :
appropriate reading lists for US5G presentations.
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6. MOMOGRAPHS

It was suggested that matexial toc long for inclusion in the
Newsletter be published in monograph form (similar to the Vancouver
The implementation of this
proposal depends upon adequate funding. For further information and
suggestions, contact the Vancouver Local of the USG, Department of
Geography, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, B.C.

¥ LIBHRARY

It was recommended that a USG Library be established at the
Vancouver local. The library will contain articles, papers given by

USG members at conferences, monographs, back copies of the

Newsletter, relevant course papers and tapes. The contents will be
listed yearly in an annotated biblicgraphy in the Newsletter and
available on request. People reguiring material will be expected to
cover duplicating and mailing costs. The library will be maintained

by Suzanne Geddes, assisted by Suzanne Mackenzie. Enquiries should
be directed to:

_ Suzanne Geddes, ¢/¢ Geography Student Hnion,'Geoqraphy
pepartment, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby 2, B.C.

VI PFUBCTION OF THE USG STRUCTURE

A considerable amount of time and energy was devoted to the
jgsue of assessing, clarifying, and redefining the present USG

structure. The discussion proceeded by focusing on the vital
WBAT I3 THE USG?

The orginal statement of principles and goals (as it should

fead in the PFebrmary 1975 issue of Antipode} was assessed. This
statement comprised:

"The purpose of our union is to work for the radical
restructuring of our societies in accord with the principles
of social justice, As geographers and as people, we will
contribute to this process in three complementary ways:

1. Organizing and working for radical change ia our

communities, and

2. Devloping geographic theory to contribute to revolutionary
struggle.

3. To try to promote equality within the university by

supporting and agitating for student and staff parity in all

decision making. (Added to its own goals by the Vancouver
local, 1974).




Thus we subscribe to the principle: £rom each according to
ability, t6 each according to need. -#e declare that the development
of a humane, non-alienating society requires, as its fundamental
step, socialization of the ownership of the means of production.®

To these basic pinciples and goal were added the followving
interrelated obijectives:

4, To continue the pursuit of presenting critigues of bourgeoci
geography ‘ - .

5. To develop an alternative socialist analysiswoﬁ geography

6. To organize and maintain a means of mutual halp and support
for and between persons within and outside the university .
system {utiliziag, yet outside the confines of the present
university structure as puch as possible} by:

a. ‘collective work format

i. senmninars
ii. reading groups

b. an effective contact system

In seeking to answer HOW these obiectives could be impiementedﬁ
effectively, a forum discussion and a process of self-criticisn :
ensued around the question: Does the present USG structure realize
these objectives? The following issues were raigsed in this regardsz

1. The question was raised as to WHAT KIED OF ORIBNTATION _
SHOGLD THE USG TAKE? Are the principles and goal of the USG capablé
of being directed towards the non-academic community oz are they o
strictly being directed towards academic pursuits? Carn the U3G

provide a medium for the non-acadesic Lo integrate socialist theoxyL
and discuss this theory within the work-place? B

The suggestion was made of having USG subgroups outside the
university, ¥hilst recognizing the organizational probliems which
this would clearly entail. Can the U3G acconmnodate this? Clearly,
there is a need for further discussion of HOW this may be o
undertaken., Stress was placed om the difficulties of adjusting fros
acadesia to the work-place., Froa this perspective on future o
direction, several pitfalls within the present movement were noteds

a., Personal alienation from socialist theory after leaving the
upiversity environment : -

b. The problem of moving betwveen a high level of theoretical
abstraction to implementation of theory into practice. Tw0
particular areas were noteds :

i. teaching
ii. regional and urban. planning
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7o continue the pursait of presenting sritiqu

4.
geography
5, To develop an alternative socialist analysis“of'geog:aphy
6. To organize and maintain a means of mutual help and support - |
cutside the university -

for and between persons within and
systen {utilizing, yet outside the confines of the present

aniversity structure as much as possible) by

colliective work format

&s
i. seninars
ii. reading groups
b, an effective contact systen

1Tn gseeking to ansvwer HO¥ these objectives L mple
cffectively, a forum discussion and a process of self-criticlish

ensued around the guestion:
these objectives? The following 1

was raised as to gHAT KIND OF ORIENTATION

are the principles and goal ©
ty or are they

can the §5G

1. The question

SHOULD THE USG TAKE?
of being directed tovards the non-academic comeuni

strictly being directed towards academic pursuits?
provide a nedium for the non-acadesic
and discuss this theory within the work-place?

subgroups outside the

The suggestion was made of having USG
tional problens which

aniversity, #hilst recognizing the organiza
tnis would clearly entail.

there is a need for further
undertaken., Stress was placed on the aifficulties of

academia to the work=-place. From this perspective on
direction, several pitfalls within the present movenren

discussion of HOW this may be

future

Personal alienation from =0

ae
university environment

high level of theoretica

The problem of noving between 2
£ theory into practice.

abstraction to implementation 0
particular areas were noteds:

b.

i, teaching
3i. regional and urban planning

es ofrbourgeois

could be implemented

noes the present USG structure realize.
igsues were raised in this regarés

£ the USG capable

to integrate socialist theory

can the USG accommodate this? Clearly,.
adjusting fro

¢ were noteds

cialist theory after leaving the
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Co
zieeggoblgz ggsgesearqh as an end rather than as a means to
'undert;ken e hconglder for.aﬁﬁﬂ is research being
ek soc'wl? will benefit from it? There is a clear
problem of sol; ist research b?ing used by the bourgeoisie
recomize th ¢lalist movenment itself. Furthermore, we must
e danger of socialist geographers becoming mergly

producers and repro : i
ire vital? producers of ideology. ACTION and COHNITHENT

d. i
e need to safeguard and maintain socialist principles

relatiznzigpsgggizted that persons who are concerned about the
en theory and practice should subsit constructive

position papers on WHE : .
strengthened. RE and HOW the relationship could be

F ] ramn

contribute to socialist i :
perspective. analysis and practice from a geographical

How . ‘
other utifzzizzetézozgcacademlcs and non-acadenics) learn from each
their vwork and thei as a means of supporting individuals in both
objective is thro i research?. Oge means of achieving this ‘
as from this jargggi th? functioning information network [God, save
contact. Another még of the USG, ie. the newsletter and individual
in continuing or deveigngz g:rze;vid {a useless, mindless phrase]
cxchangs of ideas and eonsiructive criticisn. oo forEe

‘ ve o el

3, ° )
emphasizzgewﬁgggtfggcigﬁziznouzild? the academic Ccmmmniiy ¥as
and potential locals. g e idiosyncracies of SPQCific areas

VII TINTERNAL STRUCTURE OF THE USG
It w
rigoreus ngzggiigzred thgt the structure of the USE regquires moTe
rigorous dafin heiné migelgyagpzyegg tgat the lack of such results
i individuals or groups o indivi |
are unclear as to the required task. Fog thfs rgazgglvigzals
&

structure of the core c i
- onm ; 2
adopted as follows: ittee was discussed with the future policy

1« The core committee shall consist of
one cg:respondenca secretary
one finance secretary
one conference organizer
three members at large
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2., Por future AGHM elections, there was a consensus that the
core committee should display a balanced regional
distribution.

3. In addition to their {as outlined) duties, the functions of
the Correspondence Secretary, the Finance Secretary, and
Conference Organizer will be extended to include those of a
recoygnized regional contact person. These three, and the
three members at large will: a. be responsible for
correspondence between locals b, general reglonal contact for
members and non-penbers. :

4. The position of members absent from the meetings with
regards to nomination and election of officials was
discussed. Attention was given to the possiblity of mail

ballots, but was rejected for the sake of expediency and
effectiveness,

Election Results

Correspondence Secretary: Susan Barry,
c/0 Geography Dept.
HeGill University
flontreai, P.Q.

Finance Secretary: “  HNathan Edelson
: c/o0 Geography Dept.
Simon Fraser OUniversity
Yancouver, B.C,

Conference Organizer: Jia Blaut
c/0 Department of Geography
University of Illinois
Chicago Circle,
Chicago, 1Ill.

Hembers-at-lazrge: Suzanne Hackenzie
c/c Geography Dept.
University of Toromto
Toronto, Ontario.

Two of the members-at-large have disappeared sucked away by the
vampire.

YIII  FURTHER BUSINESS

1, Jim Blaut asked for authority tc represent the USG in contact
with Cuban geographers. .

2. Discussion arose concerning submission of papers for USG
conferences by non-attending members. A motion was passed.
that submission of papers from both attending and
non-attending members was to be encouraged. However, time
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2, For future AGH elections, there was a COnsensus that the

core committee should display a balanced regional
distribution.

constraints necessitated that non-~attending meambers should be
able to have presented one paper of reasonable length. [What
is this sentence trying to say? editorial comsent}. A second
paper by the same member would be presented only upon the

request of the member and pending discussion by the
organizing committee.

3, In addition to their {as outlined) duties, the functions of
the Correspondence Secretary, the Einance.Secretaxy, and
Conference Organizer will be extended to include those of a
recognized regional contact person. These ?hree, and the
three members at large will: a. be responsible for
correspondence between locals b, general regional contact fo
members and non-mpenbers. .

3. Subscription Fees: It was agreed that the distinction between
membership and subscription be maintained and the rate for
each remain $5.00. A subscription rate of $10.00 was

4. The position of members absent from the meetings with established for institutioms.

regards to nomination and election of offic;alg ¥as )

discussed. Attention was given to the possiblity of mail

ballots, but was rejected for the sake of egpediency anq

aeffectiveness,

4.

It was noted that we have a large nusber of members ®¥ith dues

in arrears, resulting in an increasing financial burden. It
vas therefore decided that:

1t a. Members will be informed of arrears after one issue of
Flection Results

the newsletter is sent for which a subscription has not
been paid. -

Correspondence Secretary: Susan Barry, P

¢/0 Geography Dept.

HcGill University

Hontreal, P.Q.

b. Membership will be automatically cancelled after six
{6) months in arrears.

5. It was decided to held an orientation session for interested
non- members in conjunction with future CAG/AAG annual

conferences. This session will be arranged the first night
of the USG conference,

FPinance 3ecretary: - Nathan Edelson
: c/0 Geography Dept. .
Simon Fraser University
Yanceuver, B.C.

Conference Organizer: Jim Blaut . _
¢/0 Department of Geography
Univecrsity of Illineis
Chicago Circle,
Chicago, Ill.

The USG should in the future try to ensure that members are

present at all CAG/AAG sessions in order to ask pertinent
and penetrating questions.

In accord with the practice of alternating the location of
USG annual meetings between the AAG and CAG, the next (1978)
annual meeting of the USG will be held in New Orleans, LA,,
USA, where the AAG will be meeting in april 1978.

Hembers-at-large: Suzanne Hackenzie
c/0 Geography Dept.
University of Toroato o
Toronto, Ontario.

Two of the members—-at-large have disappeared sucked away by the

vampire.

VIII  PURTHER BUSINESS

1. Jim Blaut asked for authority to represent the USG in contacgiz
with Cuban geographers. .

2. Discussion arose concerning submission of papers for USG
conferences by non-attending members. A m?tion vas passed
that submission of papers from both attenmding and )
non-attending members was to be encouraged. However, ftinme

The Role of Human
Rights in
Foreign Policy

By Henry A. Kissinger




GEOGRAPHISCHE HOCHSCHULMAVNUSKRIPTE

This is a series published by a German collective. Its title
in English might be 'Geographical Papers from Universities’. At
least three collections have been issued so far; some detalls
follow.

HEFT (Volume} 1. Some criticisms of boutgeois industrial
geography ({(published 1973; Gottingen, ISBN 3-921587-01-8).

This volume contains critical analysis of some work by ¥.
Gerling, A. Xolb, E. Dittrich, H. Quasten, H. Hassinger, A. Losch,
R.B. Hc¥ee, and others, as well as a critigue of a book entitled
"Theoretical Foundations of Human Geography' by D. Bartels., It is
sho¥n how the methods, theoretical reflections, and empirical
research of industrial geography are conditioned by the prevailing
conditions of bourgeois society. The interdependence of the
consciousness of science and the materiality of society is shown by

analysing the work of industrial geographers and their viewpoint and -

jideas. It is not intended to give an amalysis of the concrete,
historical conditions of capitalism itself, though a vital part of
the work deals with the confrontation between the real conditions of
society and the problems and statements of industrial geography. _
But the work is a real analysis in that geography as a subject, and
geographers, are a part of the bourgeois world itself. This means
that a critique of imdustrial geography is also a critique of
bourqgeois science as a part of the social praxis of the capitalist
system.

The main questions addressed are:

1. the values of knowledge in the theoretical and empirical
literature of industrial geography;

2. the function of these results in relation to the capitalist
socio-economic systenm.

Criticism of the prevailing form of industrial geography
reveals the contradiction between its predominant political-economiz
character, and the fiction of its claims to neutrality in science.

HEFT 2. The history of the paradigm in Geography and its
didactic [ teaching?] by Wolfgang Schramke {(published 1975;
ISBN 3-921587-02-6).

A notion of science and of the theoretical basis of geography -
and of geography's relation to society - seems to have become fixed
in schools and universities. Reasons for this are the success of
the theoretical perspective in geography, the integration of modexm
gquestions in the subject (regional planning, city planning, ecology}
and also the success of the revision of the curriculum which has
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The main questions addressed are:

1. the values of knowledge in the theoretical and empirical
literature of industrial geography;

2. the function of these results in relation to the capitalist
socio-econonic system.

itici i dustrial geography
Criticism of the prevailing form of in . : “ .
reveals the contradiction betseen its predominant pglit;cai gggggmigz
character, and the fiction of its claiams tq neutrality in sci °

i hy and its
T 2. The history of the paradigm in Geograp g ]
ﬁEFTdidactic [ teaching?] by Wolfgang Schramke {published 1975;
ISBN 3-921587-02-6).

A notion of science and of the theoretical basis of geogr;gggdﬁ.
and of geography®s relation to societyf= siggs toehgzz 2z§gzzs ;f -
i iti ar .

in schools and unxversxties,‘ Reasons for is )

the theoretical perspective in geography, the ;ntegratlgn ofezggzéga_
questions in the subiject {(regional planning, cxty planmlng,h oot

and also the success of the revision of the curriculum whic a

been carried out. The consolidation of this position is also
related to tendencies within the politics of education in West
Germany. The positions of the individual subjects (like geography

and history) are secure for the near future, and the idea of a new
integrated study of society is fading.

But it is guestionable whether the criticism of science which
began in the late sixties can be stopped now - in fact, there is an
important argument against that happening. It is obvious that,
despite the changes in terminology and technical nethods, .
traditional ideas of geography still survive. The world view of
classical *landschafts? geography could survive, The implications
of such a continuity should noct be neglected, particularly if the

‘landschafts' geography is interpreted as an irrational reflection
of the development of society in Germany.

This work attempts to show the relationship between the history
of the subject and the conditions of society, Aas an example, the
period between the two world wars is examined. This was one of the
'‘peaks?® of Geraman geography and some topics of the time still
influence thinking in geography and its didactic { teaching] - such
as the idea of social harmony and the organic image of society.

HEFT 3. Stadtentwicklungsprozes - Stadtentwicklungschancen,
Planning in Berlin, Boiogna and in the Peoples? Republic of

China. by Kuchler, Huller and Tommel (published 1976:; ISBE
3-921587-03-4), .

This volume deals with planning in 3 contexts:

1. plarning for "Sanierung?' in the Kreugberg area of Berlin:

2. the politics of plarning as a practical‘critique of
agglomeration in Bologna;

3. the reconstruction of cities in China.

Correspondence and orders should go to

Redaktion der Geographische Hochschulmanuskripte
Rastenburger Weg 1%

3400 GOTTINGEN
Germany

ZQNE

The following is a statement by the editorial collective of
ZONE, a Dutch journal of socialist geography. (The statement has

been translated from German, and we apologise for any inaccuracies
in the translation).

Everyday life shows us how far urban and regional problems
influence our life. The degeneration of the conditions of living
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-, and gorking, the social and material infrastructure in our
+ neighbourhoods, the jobs in the region, the situvation of traffic -
thesé are things which affect everyone,

¥s this a natural, unchangeable state of affairs, the source of

yhich is unrelated to the character of capitalist society itself? :

Hhat answers are given to this gquestion by the different disciplines

{®hich.consider these problems to lie within their area of :

‘'cofipetence? What are the ansvers of the unions, the parties, the
~mass media? Who defends which ideological position?

% These are the guestions with which we - the editorial
ollettive of ZOME - are concerned. The editorial collective will
ont theoretical and concrete analysis with the reality of class
ivergent interésts, which are usually hidden behind urban and °
nal problems. This will be done on the level of the city and
é world,

: ‘Never before has the organisation of space been so much [
‘deternined by class conflicts as today. 2ZONE will try to derive its
political position from the way in which the struggle against the
dominant use of space is carried on.

: As a socialist journal, ZONE will present a broadly
‘anti-capitalist perspective.

'Spécific issues of ZOKE are as follows:
1. The mining reqion.' An attempt to build a theory of
~ . regional development, with reference to Limburg, a mining
region in the south of the Netherlands.

2. Contributions to a socialist theory of city developrent.

3. Regional development. An attempt to clarify the issue of
regional development,

-ZONE can be obtained from:

Stichting ZONFE
- Saenredamstraat 4 a
~.  hosterdam
. The H¥Hetherlands
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ivergent interests, which are usually hidden behind urban and

ZONE will try to derive its

"ANTIPODE": A Radical Journal of Geography by Hector Giroux

The regular appearance of the jouranl ANTIPODE since 1969
constitutes an event of great interest. The revolutionary
orientation ('that's what ‘radical® means in English) of this
publication is something new im North America and even in the world
since in its time, it is the only publication to guestion
"establishment" geography - that is the science of geography in
service of the ruling class., The actual evolution of ANTIPODE, which
saw the expansion of themes, trends, and the deepening of questions
concerning historical materialism, is very promising. The formation
of the Union of Socialist Geographers - which is based in Vancouver
{(British Columbia) will eventually contribute to the entrenchment of
progressive and revolutionary ideas in the profession thanks to its
specific organizational structure.

The formation of the USG, then the development of ABTIPODE will
introduce in the discipline a challenge to the ideologies of the
status quo and to the complicity with imperialism, a challenge which
has developed vigorously in the United States in the past ten years.
The history of ideas in this country indicates that progressive and
revolutionary ideas experience periods of advancement followed by
brutal contractions - essentially caused by repression. Thus,
already in the thirities, numbers of intellectuals wished to put
thenselves in the service of Americans who were victims of the Great
Depression. The Second World War, then the Cold #ar put an end
{quickly enough) to these sparks of interest! In the 1960s -
favoured by a new economic and political conjuncture and marked,
among other things, by Black uprisings, struggle against the war in
Vietnam, the beginning of ecological and feminist movements - we saws
the appearance of a new generation of activist intellectuals. It is
necessary to point out here that the intellectual battles and
debates have, in the United States, at omce positive and negative
aspects linked to conditions specific to their formation.

The positive aspects are a hewness, an enthusiasm, a remarkable
innovative capacity {linked partly to technical and finacial means
which one can make use of in North America). The negative aspects
are evident for the most part in the absence of pelitical
organizations at a national level and the ever present danger of
cooption. The threat of repression is always a reality and it is

possible that this flourishing of ideas will be similar to that of
the 1930s.

Hhatever form it will take, the explosion of non-conformist
publications attests to the progress of revolutionary ideas in the

‘academic® world in general {(universities, but also colleges,
research institutes ...).

One could cite here a number of excellent revievs such as LATI®
AHERICA AND EMPIRE REPORT of the North American Congress on Latip
America {NACLA), THE BULLETIN OF CONCERNED ASIAN SCHOLARS, THE
PACIFIC RESEARCH AND WORLD EMPIRE TELEGRANM, THE INSURGENT
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SOCIOLOGIST, SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE, THE REVIEW OF RADICAL POLITICAL
ECONGHMICS,

ANTIPODE, then has appeared since 1969: to this day it has put -
out 15 publications. The title without a doubt - for us as i
geographers - implies the concept of oppositon, contradiction. The o
journal is published in Worcester, Massachussetts, in affiliation .
with an editing group which originally was formed at the Department
of Geography of Clark University. (This Department publishes a |
traditional review: ECOHOHIC GEOGRAPHY) »

The principle editor of ANTIPODE is Richard Peet - a specialist
in historical geography. The presentation is sirple. ¥Yolunteers
prepare the edition and do the typing. In the beginming, the first
few publications had only a few articles - but they are becoming
progressively thicker. It began to be necessary to focus the
publication around a particular subject (special publications), or
at least to organise the articles according toc themes.

Frequently the production of a special edition was assigned to
an individual in charge of reguesting articles from pecple he/she
knew and then to organise them. The journal easily invaded the .
frontiers of the English world. Consequently, one must call it not
an American journal but an Bnglo-Saxon journal. Contributions come .
not only from the United States, but equally from the U.K., from
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and English speaking Africa. It
would appear that they are the same for lectures. [ readers]

The Science of Geography and the Ideological Environment

An exhaustive analysis of the contents of the journal is not
attempted here; an analysis of the content is inseparable from the
nature of the science of geography in the Anglo-Saxen {English _
speaking) countries, as vell as from the predominant ideologies. It

is not necessary to do more than make reference to specific
relations betwveen these.

R fe¥ can be presented:

1. Anglo-Saxon geography is above all thematic. The regional
orientation which vwe are familiar with in Prench geography is
either unknown or held in contempt ~-- like traditional _
geography. 1In addition, there is economic geography {with
all its branches), cultvral geography, historical geography;.
etc. The concept of rural geography is net particularly
important for anglo-Saxor geographers. Physical geography
which will not be treated here, and has not been dealt with
by ANTIPODE was to a large extent tecovered by physical and -
natural sciences, and is narrowly specialised. .

2. Anglo-Saxon geography vwas the first - before Swedish QHL
geography - to explore guantification in relation with the |
possibility of using calculating machines installed in -
universities, o E
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ANTIPODE, then has appeared since 1969: to this day it has put
out 15 publications, The title without a doubt - for us as
geographers - implies the concept of oppositon, contradiction. The
journal is published in Worcester, Hassachussetts, in affilistion
with an editing group which originally was formed at the Department
of Geography of Clark University. (This Depariment publlshes a
traditional review: ECONOHIC GEOGRAPHY) .

The principle editor of ANTIPODE is Richard Peet - a specialis
in historical geography. The presentation is simple., Volunteers :
prepare the edition and do the typing. In the beginming, the first
few publications had only a few articles - but they are becoming
pregressively thicker. It began to be necessary toc focus the

publication around a particular subject (special publications), or_ f_

at least to organise the articles according to themes.

Frequently the production of a special edition was assigped to
an individual in charge of reguesting articles froam people he/she
knew and then to organise them. The journal easily invaded the .
frontiers of the English world. Consequently, one must call it not
an American journal but an Bngle-Saxon journal. Contributions come
not only from the United States, but equally from the U.K., from
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and English speaking Africa. It
would appear that they are the same for lectures. [readers]

The Science of Geography and the Ideological Eavironment
An exhaustive analysis of the contents of the journal is not

attempted here; an analysis of the content is inseparable from the
nature of the science of geography in the Anglo-Saxon {English

speaklngb countries, as well as from the predominant ideologles. It3  

is not necessary to 40 more than make reference to specific
relations between these.

A few can be presented:

1. Anglo-Saxoen geography is above all thematic. The regional

orientation which we are familiar with in French geography lsf

either unknown or held in contempt -- like traditional
geagraphy. In addition, there is economic geography {with

all its branches), cultural geography, historical geography, é-

etc. The concept of rural geography is not particularly

important for Amnglo-Saxon geographers. Physical geography

which will not be treated here, and has not bees dealt wilth

by ANTIPODE was to a large extent recovered by physical and
natural sciences, and is narrowly specialised.

2. Anglo~Saxon geography was the first - before Swedish
geography - to explore guantification in relation with the
possibility of using calculating machines installed in
aniversities.
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The results of using quantitative methods were in general
extremely mediocre, with the exception of physical geography and
certain problems of applied geography.

However, the quantitative ?'pseuado~-revolution® permitted a
debate on problems of methodology and in a more general sense, a
reflaction on epistemology - the consequences of which were realized
later. ¥en like William Bunge and David Harvey were in the 1960s,
champions of quantitative geography. They became, in the 1970's,
revolutionary geographers. One could equally make mention of Michaedl
Bliot-Hurst of Vancouver. The tendency is not general, but it is
noticeable. Another fraction of *quantifiers?! retreat into fat
salaries of government employment or profit substantially in the
private sector.

Concerning the journal, let us note that the rather widespread
utilization of gquantitative methods gave geographers a familiarity
with quantitative terminology which authors of articles use coften
enough.

3. A very important point concerning the ideological condition
in which Anglo-Saxon geographers work. Moreso than elsewhere in the
capitalist world {(with the exceptlon of Hestern Germany, perhaps)
dominant bourgeois ideology is quasi-hegemonic in Anglo-Saxon
countrzes.

This is explalined by a long series of repressive actions which
crushed for at least three generations, the embryo of revolutionary
organizations, progressive unions, leftist intellectual groups, and

- progréssive books and journals. The last great repression took place

in 1950 with the 'hunt?' for communists. But from 1968 to 1972 the
repressive machinery was in operation, chasing students from
universities and destituting professors as well.

The ideological environment is, therefore a difficult one. The
majority of ‘converts® are from recent times.

What was the starting point for their involvement?

~-for many, epistemological and ideolgical research, the discovery of
the fundamental texts of Marxism:

- for others, the guestioning of inequalities, in particular in
cities, the Black problem;

- for some, student revolts and the struggle against the Vietnam war
served as a point of departure.

But all this is recent and unsteady. There are no political
parties to which one can refer to deflne general orientations, nor
even unions,




To where?

-the temptation to do everything at once: build ome or two parties, .
create internal organizations in the profession, struggle at an
ideological level and continue to teach.

- faced with this diversity of tasks, the spirit could be seized
with panic and herein lies a real danger for the movement; but the
existing and very real enthusiasm of a great number can in part
overcome this difficulty.

It is time to return to the contents of the journal.

Contents of ANTIPODE

ANTIPCGDE claims to publish geographic articles or subjects of
social interest and articles written from a revolutionary (left)
political viewpoint.

Actually one can distinguish:

- Articles on fsocial subjects?® those which are discussed in the :
news; the problem of Blacks, Indians and most recently the feminist
issue. In general the problematic is hardly original. %ith the

pragmratic orientation of &nglo Saxons, reformism becomes very :
attractive. ''How can one 1mprove a specific situation??', And thl$
gives rise at times to projects in applied goegraphy: ‘*Where to :
locate social services, day care centers in underprivileged areas?® -

- Articles on subijects which are strictly geographlcal often take
the form of an epistemoligical critiques for example, a critigue of
the theory of growth poles (Vol. 6, No., 2), a critique of studies of
industrial location {Vol. 5, Ho. 3). :

One can note as well articles on political geography about
Vietnam, Angola, South Africa. A1l these articles are not i
revolutionary - far from it. The gensral orientation is marked by a .
strong basis in eclecticism. One can find articles which are i
strictly academic which were accepted undoubtedly because they
presented a "new point of view' or treated ‘a new subject®. The
journal is above all a geographic journal and must appear more OF
less regularly (about three times a year). It is customary as well
to leave it to the traditional geographer to respond to a critical
article where his or her theories are called into guestion {or BROLE |
often, where the theories of the specific area of traditional L
geography in which he/she specializes).

In light of this, there isn't - strictly speaking - a spealflc:
orientation to the journal {there is no published editorial} and cne-
can find guite often a number of diverse tendencies,
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To #here?

- Tendencies of left liberals or humanists, often expressed by
traditional geographers who don't want to °miss the boat’'; who lean
a little to the left, because it is fashionable, and some of whon
are opportunistic.

~the temptation to do‘everthing at once: build one or two parties,
create internal organizations in the profession, struggle at an :
ideological level and continue to teach.

- faced with this diversity of tasks, the spirit could be seized
#ith panic and herein lies a real danger for the movement; but the.

existing and very real enthusiasg of a great number can in part
overcome this difficulty, h

- Tendencies of reforpists of diverse persuasions who are strongly
oriented to a pragmatic approach. The "third worldism® concerning
probless of underdeveloped countries is without a doubt a type of
reforaism, This is represented in the review by Jim Blaut.
Ecologism - the defense of consumers and users of services has
attached itself to these tendencies. One might mention here the
works of J. Wolpert, who - inspired by Hader's methods - exposed a
strategy of urban planning which in breaking down more or less
homogeneous soclal space, made arrangements to plan a freeway
through the middle of a Black ghetto! Starting from this, citizeas
committees vere able to act and it was possible te raise
consciousness,

N

It is time to return to the contents of the journal.

Contents of ANTIPODE

. ANTIPODE claims to publish geographic articles on subjeéts ofi;_ﬁ
soc;a} interest and articles written from a revolutionary (left)
political viewpoint.,

Actually one can distinguish: = Very diverse anarchist tendencies. Extreme feminism could enter

into this category. The ‘'geographical expeditions' of the Bunge

- Articles on 'social subjects® those which are discussed in the group are equally part of this tendency.

news; the problem of Blacks, Indians and most recently the feminist
isSsue. In general the problematic is hardly original. ®ith the
pragmatic orientation of Anglo Saxons, reformism beconas very
attractive., '?How can one improve a specific situation?’’, And thi
gives rise at times to projects in applied goegraphy: ‘Hhere to
locate social services, day care centers in underprivileged areas?t

A fev words of explanation about this group could be useful,
William Bunge who published THEORETICAL GBOGRAPHY in 1963 is one of
the pioneers of gquantitative geography. From about 1968 he evolved
personally through studying racial problems in the ghettos of
Detroit, Because of his particular position he was hounded from the
University. He took refuge in Canada. His method consists of *the
geographical expedition', thanks to which he wishes to renew a lost
tradition in geography. This involves making contact with the
deprived populations of ghettos, putting oneself in the service of
‘communities® (this term is not defined). The results of expeditions
{from Detroit to Toronto) are mediocre.

-~ Articles on subjects which are sirictly geographical often take
the form of an epistemoligical critique: for example, a critique of

?he thepry of growth poles {Vel. 6, No, 2), a critique of studies of
industrial location (Vol. 5, No. 3. '

) One can note as well articles on political geography about
VLetnamg Angola, South Africa. A1l these articles are not :
revolutlongry - far from it. The general orientation is marked by a
strgng basis in eclecticism, One can find articles which are
; strictly acaderic which were accepted undoubtedly because they
- presented a "new point of view! or treated ‘s new sutbject?. The
I journal 1s above all a geograpkic journal and must appear more or . |
less regularly (about three times a year). It is customary as well |
to leave it to the traditional geographer to respond to a critical
article where his or her theories are called into question {(or more =
often, where the theories of the specific area of traditional :
geography in which he/she specializes),

The rambling and utopian thinking of Bunge frankly leads to an
impasse when he leaves to search in Guadeloupe and Marie Galante foxr
playgrounds for Black children of the ghettos, as a refuge from
racise and the agression of a technological civilization (Vol. 5,
No. 2). Let us say that the merit of Bunge and his expeditions was
to remind geographers that they must not shut themselves off in
their workplaces.

- Marxist tendencies at last. Harxist theory brings a substance
to geographic studies which one can look for vainly elsewhere, The
progress of Marxist geographers has occurred in the last few years.

. In }ight of th%sg there isn't - strictly speaking - a SPecific}
orientation to the journal (there is no published editorial}) ang one
can find guite often a number of diverse tendencies, ;

- The development of the best among them, David Harvey is egually
interesting. David Harvey is as well, a pioneer of guantitative
geography. With EXPLANATION IN GEOGRAPHY (1989), he provides the
most theoretical expression of scientific positivism in geography.
In spite of its most fundamental fault, the book reveals a rigorous
and questioning mind which begins to understand the dialectic. In
effect, David Harvey soon repudiates his work, and directs himself




to the materialist study of urban phenomena, In 1973, he published |
SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CITY {(Arnold Publishers, London) incorporatigg

his studies on Baltimore and prepared a work {to appear inm 197732}
wvhich will be a discourse on the gecgraphy of Harx {also published -
by Arnold).

Around Harvey and concurrent with him, other geographers
dedicated themselves to problems in urban geography (a very well
developed branch in departments of Anglo Saxon geography) in a ;
Marxist framework. Vol 6, No. 1 ({April 1974) is a special edition o
urban gsography, and in Vol., 7, No., 1, one finds studies on the :
theory ¢f urban rent.

The Evolution of AWTIPODE: The Creation of the Union Qf
Socialist Geographers

Concurrent with the work of publication, there wés for the
editorial group of ANTIPODE and affiliated with them, meetings for
discussion,

Often these meetings took place in conjunction with the annual’
general meetings of the American Association of Geographers {a =eli
attended congress}. Often in the form of simultanecus sessions or:
even ‘round table discussions® more or less integrated with the
prinicipal conference, The opportunity then arose for geographers
living great distances from each other to exchange ideas, to develop
propaganda in a larger sense in the presence of professional B
geographers. ' :

After numerous enounters, the debates between the different and
above mentioned tendencies were polarised. The intervention of :
anarchists in particular favoured a chaotic and nop-constructive
ideology.

Prom here, without a doubt, the need to create an
organisational body which was more structured, where normally _
anarchistic and liberal tendencies should no longer be represented: .
the Union of Socialist Geographers, founded in 1974 in Toronto { the
second meeting took place in VYancouver in 1975 - the fact that the
tvo reunions took place in Canada is without a doubt due to security
reasons} constitutes this organisation vhich remains nevertheless
organically linked to the editorial team of ANTIPODE.

Translated by Sue Ruddick, Department of Geography, HMcGill
University, Quebec.
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A group of people at the University of Hinnesota are interested
in holding a regional meeting of the USE towards the end of 1977.
The aim will be to gather together in #inneapolis those from the
Hidwest and ¥orth Central U.S. and from Central Canada who are
interested in socialist geography. There seem to be a lot of
separate individuals in this region, and it is important to develop
soke communication between them. No particular structure or topics
have been chosen for the meeting, as we feel these shold be decided
on by the participants. Thus we ask that anyone interested in such
a meeting now or in the future contact one of the imdividunals named
below, Please tell us how you would like the meetiag rum, what
subject areas should be discussed in workshop etc., and whether you
have any ideas you want to presemt., Also indicate the dates on
which the meeting should be held. Please help us to generate some
enthusiase! All replies received by ¥ov. ist will be collated iato
some sort of coherent meeting, and final arrangements and dates wild
be communicated to all. Please contact ocne of the following.,

Bryan Higgins, Mickey Lauria, Bill pPisarra, Eric Sheppard at:

Department of Geography
University of Mimnnesota

414 Social Science Building
Minneapolis HE 55455 USa

Newsletter

An edition of the USG Newsletter is currently being prepared by
a group at the University of HMianesota, for publication towards the
end of the year. Any contributions, reviewvs, short papers, etc,
would be gratefully received. Please contact Bryan Higgins,
Department of Geography, University of Minnesota, 414 Social Science
Building, Ninneapolis, ¥N 55455 USa.

b i
4]
;
3
< |
:.

[ To Py
4 PAY

from "Rates or Decline
by Southwark Community -
Development Project




Notes of a seminar delivered at SFU by James Anderson {Planaing
Dept., Architectural Association, London)

Subject ~ Capitalism and Regionalisn

The seminar consisted of two inter related sections =-

B} Criticism of Stuart Holland!s books 'CAPITAL VERSUS TEHEE
REGIONS?!, #acmillan, London, 1975, ¢THE REGIONAL PROBLEN®
and °'THE SOCTALIST CHALLENGE', Macmillan, London, 1975,

B) A schenmatic account of the uneven development of capitalisnm -
in Ireland :

A) Whilst Holland's work represents in many wvays both an

. improvement on and a criticism of regional economics, it
still remains within and operates under the latter's
problematic. as such it represents a useful text, but one
which should be approached in a critical manner.

Holland®’s basic argument can be briefly summarised in the
following manner:-

1) The development of capitalism in Britain post HY II was
characterised by the rise of large multinatioanl corporations, of
both British and foreign origin, the latter being predoninantly
Aperican. As a consequence of this pattern of capitalist S
development, existing regional imbalances had in fact been worsened
or exaggerated. Another consequence was a relative shift in power
from the public to the private domain, and this vweakened the '
effectiveness of State regional policies,

2) Following from such an analysis the solution for redressing
regional imbalances is seen as lying in the realm of increased State
intervention: essentially in order to shift the locus of power back:
tovards the public domain. .

Criticisnm:

Holland relies more upon the framework of Myrdal and Perroux,
2.9. his use of growth pole analysis, than that of Marx. Thus
although apparently a socialist analysis, it is inadeguate on a
number of counts. He succeeds in ignoring to a large degree both
the working class and politics as a field of activity. Secondly
Holland®s criticisams of the State are superficial: coafusing
nationalisation and the maintenance or conrtinuance of an identical
labour process, with radical, socialist change involving workers
control and transformation of the labour process and the relations
of production., Furthermore Holland concentrates soley on the :
multinationals as the problem, and the enemy as suchs conseguently
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all non multinationals are not seen as part of this enemy. This is
comparable to the French Communist Party's anti-monopoly alliance.
In other words, Holland fails to situate the multinationals within a
mode of production, with its attendant requirements for its
reproduction and the accumulation of capital. Egqually he does not
recognise that capitalism consists essentially of social relations.

Hany of the inadequacies of Holland®s analysis arise from his
conceptions of politics and the state. The latter is conceived of
as a fore of neutral uapire (despite Holland®s references to Narx),
and thus politics, accepting this defiaition, should be concerned
with changing, not the whole mature of the bourgeois state, but oanly
some of the State's features and decisions. Finally the failure to
locate regionalise and nationpalism within a mode of production,
imperialist in its present phase, actually serves to promote a
mechanism which divides labour against itself, by emphasising
geographic inegqualities at the expemnse of class contrazdictions.

B} Capitalism in Ireland

The development of capitalism in Ireland can be approached
through the concepts of regionalism, religion, nationalism and
class. |

Irish nationalism grew out of the emerging Irish bourgeoisie of
the late 18th. century., Suppression of the 1798 nationalist
rebellion and the subseguent Act of Union between the two islands
led to the demise of the Southern cotton industry and a stunting of
industrialization.

In the radical North-East where the development of industry,
particularly linen, was further advanced, economic growth continued.
Religion was employed to divide the working class and eradicate the
radical nationalism of the Presbyterians. By the 1830%s nationalisa
vas suppressed and the North-Bast was established as an appendage of
industrial Britain.

The South, however, regquired Home Rule in order to facilitate
capital growth for an internal bourgeoisie. A class alliance
between this bourgeoisie, the peasants, and some workers formed the
basis of Irish Nationalism from the 19th century into the early 20th
century. , -

The bourgeoisie of the North-East, with their dependance on the
British market, had material grounds for opposing Home Rule and its
attendant tariff walls. At the same time religious discrimination
allowed for the formation of a class alliance between Protestant
Wworkers and the Northern bourgeoisie. This alliance was
orchestrated at the popular level by the Orange Order.

Partition was the compromise solution to these two opposing
forces, The Southern bourgeocisie accepted partition because it
allowed for the maintenance of some links with Britain, where




quantities of Irish capital was invested. The radical MNationalists .
{mainly peasantry) opposed partition: an opposition which
cilminated in the Civil War. In the 1930%s this radical section
achieved State power and established heavy tariffs. There was,
however, no expropriation of British capital in Ireland.

In the period since WW II a number of tendencies have becone
apparent. The Southern economy is now totally dominated by British
capital, e.g. 60% of profits go to Britain; 70% of head office
decisions are made outside the Republic.

In the North, major industries have experienced s&gnlflcant job
losseés. This has been taken up, in part, by employment in the o
puhllc sector where religious discrimination also pertains - 12% of h
jobs in Local Government wers held by Catholics, who comprise over a
third of the population,

Employment has also been generated by new investment; chiefly
via multinationals. Here discrimination has taken on a regional
expression., Thus the western counties of Northern Ireland, those
with 4 resident Catholic majority, have received less than 10% of
grants for the establishment of new industry.

R convergence of North and South has thus developed since the
War under the dominance of the multinationals. In the 1960's the .
bublin, Belfast and London governments attenpted to rationalise the;j
political and ideoclogical structures in response to this o
convergence., This attempt failed because the refornist nature of
the programies were detrimental to the privileged position of the
Protestanrts in the North. The northern sectarian State is
unreforgable,

Brltaln noy props up the Northern State because the Lo
consequences of a withdrawl would be detrimental to the interests of
capital in Ireland as a whole. Hence the massive grants bestowed lnﬁz
an attempt to bring down the level of unemployment. Increased o
unemployment among Protestant is politically explosive in that -4
together with the dominance of the multinationals, these tvo forces |
have eroded the class alliance in the North. Sisilarxly the Orange
Order, whilst remaining a powerful force, has seen its effectiveness =
reduced somewhat. i

Horking class unity between Catholic and Protestant workers has
previously appeared in the North, for example, in the 1930's., Such' -
anity is necessary before natloaallsm canl be vieved as a progressive
force; it must be based on the working class and not on the putworn |
class alliances of traditional republicanisnm. o

In order to assess nationalism adeguately it is necessary to
distinguish between pro~ and anti-imperialist natiomalisa. This it
relationship to imperialism, one which Holland ignores incidentallys
is the main criteriorn against which Irish nationaliss must be :
neasured,
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Reformisme in Ireland was clearly an attempt to maintain
imperialist domination, It proved impossible to implement
satisfactorily. Likewise the stage theory of the Irish C.P. must
be seen as another type of reformism - i.e., democratise the North
as the first step and then seek to establish class unity. This
ignores the sectarian basis of the Northern Irish State and the
nature of the government in the South, which is clearly
pro-imperialist.

HWhat is now required is a political intervention at an
all-Ireland level, opposed to both Northern and Southern States, andé
based on the working class, attempting to unite the workiag class,
north and south, Protestant and Catholic, and doing so as an
integral part of an anti-imperialist strategy.

Traditional Republican class alliances are no longer useful,
but are, in fact, regressive for the Southern bourgeoisie - or what
is left of it since the take over of the econcuy by the
multinationals - has long ago lost interest in fighting the foreign
domination of Xreland. Where they haventt been bought out they have
been bought off,

The realities of regionalism in Ireland corfirm the poverty of
Holland's regional economics.

Prepared by Bob Galois, Department of Gegraphy, Simon Fraser
University, British Columbia, Canada.

Underconsumptionis

The purpose of this note is to drawv attention to a recent
publication - UNDERCONSUHPTION THEORIES {A History and Critical
Analysis) by Hichael Bleaney ({(Lawrence And Wishart, Loadon, 1976).
This note is not a book review: rather it desires to indicate some
of the serious mis-understandings of capitalism found in
underconsumptionist theories.

What is an underconsumptionist theory?

*An undeconsumptionist theory is a theory of the capitalist
econony which contains both of the following elements:

1} the idea that a state of depression is not just a phase of the
industrial cycle or the result of a temporary conjunction of
circumstances but is the state towards which the economy naturally
tends in the absence of offsetting factors;

2) the idea that this stagnation is the result of a persistent
tendency towards insufficliency of demand for CONSUMPTION goodsw .
{Bleaney, p. 11). :

The belief that insufficient demand for consumer goods is the
major cause of capitalist crises has persisted since the appearance
of the first major capitalist crises., Underconsumptionist theories
began to appear with the rise to dominance of the capitalist mode of
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it production., It is not surprising that such views should have
emerged as producticon for the market became the dominant form of
production. HMuch of the conceptual confusion concerning capitalisa
can be attributed to the major role that markets play in the
capitalist economy. To acknowledge that the existence of markets
has a tendency to hinder understanding of capitalist RELATIONS OF
PRODYCTION is not to endorse the view that markets misrepresent
reality or produce a false reality. The ultimate cause of all
conceptual mis-understanding is the absence of rigorous theoretical
concepts.

Consider an economy in which markets did not play. a predominant
role., Pre-capitalist economies did not experience econonic crises.
{One nust distinguish betveen economic crises and crises proapted by
war and natural disasters. If capitalisa vas impmune from natural
disasters and wars, and even if unlimited supplies of natural
resources and rav materials were available, it would still
experience serious econonmic depressions and recessions. And no
matter how sophisticated state management of demand, capital would
still be a crisis ridden economic systen). '

In pre-capitalist economies, time not spent in producing means
of subsistence for the masses was spent in the production of means
of subsistence and luxury goods for the exploiting class.
additional time was spent in producing ®religious® goods and public
works. The same fundamental processes operate in a capitalist .
economy. The law of value cannot be abolished. #hat changes is the
form it assumes in different modes of production. So much of the
total social labour time is spent in the production of means of
subsistence for the working class, so much in the production of the
means of subsistence and luxury goods for the capitalists, and so
much for the production of the means of production.

%hat all underconsumptionist theories and even +heories which
0 take aggregate demand into account are saying {and they are largely
i unconscious of the implications of what they say} is that an economy
- does not have the ability to consume what it produces. In other
‘ words, it is asserted that there are either physioclogical or social
0 1ipits to consumption. If this were the case, then it would be easy
i to show that there is a tendency for production to exceed demand.
uynfortunately for the underconsumptionists no such limits do exist.
As far as capital is concerned, the working class consumes too BuCh,
In other words, too much consumption by the mpasses
{overconsumption), not underconsumption, is a major barrier to
capitalist accumulation. The reduction of the consumption of the
masses is one of the ways capital resolves its crises. This
reduction permits capital to extract more surplus-value from the
working class.

That determinant roles are attributed to consumption and
exchange by underconsumptionists and neo-classical economists is not
surprising. MNeo-classical economics asserts that the satisfaction
of consumer needs is the goal of capitalist production and that this




production. It is not surprising that such views s@omld have
ererged as production for the market became the dominant form of .
production. #Huch of the conceptual confusion concerning capitalisy
can be attributed to the major role that markets play in the
capitalist economy. To acknowledge that the existence of markets
has a tendency to hinder understanding of capitalist BREZLATIONS OF
PRODUCTION is not to endorse the view that markets misrepresent
reality or produce a false reality. The ultimate cause of all .
conceptual mis-understanding is the absence of rigorous theoretical
concepts.

Consider an economy in which markets did not play a predpminanﬁ:;

role., Pre-capitalist sconomies did not experience =economic crises.

{One must distinguish between economic crises and crises proampted bg;ffi

war and natural disasters. If capitalism was immune fronm natural
disasters and wars, and even if unlimited supplies obf matural
resources and rav materials were available, it would still
experience serious economic depressions and recessions. &and no
matter how sophisticated state management of demand, capital would
still be a crisis ridden econonic systenm)., '

In pre-capitalist economies, time not spent in producing means
of subsistence for the masses was spent in the production of means
of subsistence and luxury goods for the exploiting class. o
Additional time was spent in producing "religious" goods and public
works. The same fundamental processes operate in a capitalist

economy. The law of value cannot be abolished. Hhat changes is the'iff

form it assumes in different modes of production. So nmuch of the
total social labour time is spent in the production of means of
subsistence for the working class, so much in the production of the
means of subsistence and luxury goods for the capitalists, and so
much for the production of the means of production.

#hat all underconsumptionist theories and even theories which
take aggregate demand into account are saying {(and they are largely

unconscious of the implications of what they say} is that an economy

does not have the ability to consume what it pxoduces? In other
words, it is asserted that there are either physiological or social

limits to consumption. If this were the case, then it would be easy

to show that there is a tendency for production to exceed deman@c
Unfortunately for the underconsumptionists no such limits do exist.
As far as capital is concermed, the working class consumes t00o muchs
In other words, tovo much consumption by the masses
{overconsunmption), not undercoamsusmption, is a wmajor bar;ier to
capitalist accumulation. The reduction of the consumption of the
masses is one of the ways capital resoclves its crises. This
reduction permits capital to extract more surplus-value from the
working class.

That determinant roles are attributed to consumption and )
exchange by underconsumptionists and neo-classical econom@sts is not
surprising, HNeo-classical economics asserts that the satisfaction
of consumer needs is the goal of capitalist production and that this
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end is best attained through the maximisation of profits. That such
incompatibles are presented as compatible and accepted by millions
of workers indicates the povwer of the dominant ideoclogy. Even more
absurd is the fiction that it is coasumer preferences which
determine the level and composition of output. Such thoroughly
upscientific views suppress the key consideration that it is the
maximisation of surplus~value which is the driving force of the
capitalist econoay. ,

Blaney's UNDERCONSUMPTION THEORIES is the first book length
treatment in the English language of the different
underconsurptionist theories which have punctuated the history of
capitalism. After World ®ar II, Harxism, especially, North American
Marxism fell prey to underconsumptionist theories. Such influentiadl
"darxists® as Paul Sweezy, Paul Baran, James G'Connor and Bany
others propagated the bhelief that the fundamental contradictions of
capitalism are attributable to anderconsumptionisn? 1% is
noteworthy that Kajor Douglas, the intellectual father of the
original Social Credit Movement was a strident underconsunpticnist.
Unlike Sweezy and Baran, Douglas believed that government regulation
of credit and the money supply could avert recessions and .
depressions and thereby ensure the survival of capitalisms. Sweezy,
in his THEORY OF CAPITALIST DEVELCOPHMERT, transformed Harx into an
underconsuaptionist. The upshot of this metamorphosis of Marx was
to divert attention from the sphere of production - the domain of
Class struggle - to the spheres of distribution and circulation.
Particular attention was devoted to realisation problers. It was
forgotten that production is the dominant moment of the capitalist
economry. The limits to production are the limits to exchange and
consumption. The world economy as a whole cannot exchange or
consume more than it produces. In a given time period the world
economy produces a given guantity of means of production and means
of subsistence, and luxury goods. HNo amount of tinkering with the
money supply, no amount of monopoly pricing, unegqual exchange, or
cheating can change this fundamental fact. Of course, countries and
individual countries may not receive in money or real terms the
equivalent of what they produced. That however is a distributional
matter and does not affect the quantity produced.

Capital®’s primary task is to enforce the production of value
and surplus value, To emphasise the primacy of production is not to
minimise the roles circulation and consumption play in the
capitalist economy. However to ascribe dominance to circulation ané
consumption is decidedly non-marxist. Hore seriously, such a view
is incorrect. To coambat (I make no apology for the military .
metaphor) capital at the ideological level, the working class needs
rigorous theoretical concepts.

Bleaney assesses the underconsumptionist ideas of de Sismondi,
Rodbertus, the Russian populists, J. a. Hobson. In a chapter
devoted to Marx, Bleanrey shows @asily that Harx was not an
underconsumptionist., WNeither was Rosa Luxemburg a fully fledged
underconsumptionist for she was aware that the demand for investment
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Luxemhurg fell into a different error.
felt that capitalist economies needed pre- capltallst ogtlets to
realise some of the surplus-value produced in the capitalist
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