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THE SYDNEY LOCAL.

USG Australia comprises a Sydney local of ten members and five other
people scattered through New Scuth Wales. The Sydney local formed in 1978
after meeting in a Marx reading group for some 18 months. The material
explored during the thirty months that the reading growp has now met ‘includes
a selection of the classics (writings of the early Marx, the Grundrisse and
Capital) and a variety of current material- on urbanization, housing and the
state, We are curzenl:ly finish.mg James Becker's Harxxan Political Economy.

Hany of the membexs of ‘USG are also in the Sydney Geograp‘nical Expedition
(see the article within). The expedition has been running a full-time '
cornmunity informat.iun centre for 17 months.
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Most of the members of USG have recently begun what promise to be leng-
term, in-depth studies predominantly of the Australian social formation. We
would welcome communlicatien from other pecple with similar interests and
include the following list of members-and their research/praxis te that end.

*Steve Baxter -~ 1. PRural poverty
2. Urban expeditions

=Katherine Gibscn Uneven Development and l:he Labour Process in
' Australia.

*Ron Horvath- " - . Marxism and geography ’

Richie Howitt : The, impact of €ransnational capital on the

: political economy of Northern Australia

Vivienne Milli:jém A Palitical Eeonony of private multi unit

. housing developrent in Sydney - ¢
*Dehbie Mltchell State provision of hl?usinq in Rew Scuth Wales
*Dave’ Cwen 1. A Local Theory of the State

2, Urban expeditions
*Peter Rogers - [ER - Housing and the State

Frank Williamson - © 1.7 Capital and Rural Rustralia
. 2. Hegemony and the homeless
' 3. -Phillosophical links 'betweeén phenoménology
. and Marxism.
Colleen Shipman - ° v '“:-Librarianship
The members whose names are asterisked can ‘be contacted through-
tmion of Soc&.alist Geugraphers, Department af Geography.
Univers:.ty of Syd.ney, 5ydney, N.B. w., 2006 Austral:_a.

L

The address for the othar members is:
Bchool of Geography, University of New South Wales,
F.0. Box 1 Kensington, N.5.W. 2033. Auutralia.
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GEOGRAPHERS AND PRAXIS

The Sydney Geographical Expedition -

Dave .nwen amt Steve Baxter.

ast Vnew].'e\:terh would .u\d“:ﬁt;e_ a preoccupation on the
mqlemtgers of the Union of Socialist Geographérs with

;:h;eofeéicl; issues. This has certainly béen true .-of the Sydney

"laeai; The Sydney Geographical Expedition (SGE} has, by contrast,

k_.atzl':gs.inrp_:e”d to achiev; a un:;-:y of ﬁhpor;' én;i ‘pr;!c‘-"t.lce. A]thoughl
memhers of the SGE have been engaged in a. :nnge‘of acl(‘.ivities :in
1i{;|éi:_;c'i:1.:y 's'ydney durina l:he- las.t.three years, i.t' has only been
ln.fi’ie lia_stre_igi-ﬂ-:eén :;von.tghs that any at;:.e;zlpt ﬁus been made to
171nk Marxist theory with Expeditionary practice., This has led
to a basic level of confidence that a modified form of Expedition

can play an important role in a transitional prxocess to-socialism.

It is contended that if geographers are to be anything more than

spectators in a socialist transformation-they must xecognise

the'opimrtﬁﬁltles presented by Exped'itionéry praxis and endeavour

to e;:p;a}id t-:hat,érr:'axis.‘

'Ti-nre bl;ilo;opi'-ly;.f p:axli;.s that guides the SGE is be;t characterised
as: . 7 ‘ .
"... consciousness full of contradictions, in which the philosopher
himself; u.n-der:stopd both individually and as an entire social
group, not |;|.'ere1.5'-,,gx-'aspsl éh; .;:.on;:radictions, but posits himself

as an element of the contzgdicti;:n and elevates this element

to a ﬁri;ciple of knéwledge and therefore of action-"l

. 'Geographers must Eécoéni.ze three component concepts within thié

iclagélc Gramacian notion of praxis:

.I..';- an c:ﬁigoing search for coﬁtexts in which theory and action

- can unite to bring about,

2. a directed, partisan change - the political emancipation
. of the working classes, via
3. an acknowledgement of the fundamental importance of the

individual as an agent of change within class struggle.

Rarely have geographers been able to identify such contexts,
and conseguently qeographer's have rarely asserted any individual

integrity as change agents. The SGE is one such context.

A brief indication of the activities of the 5GE during these
past three years might be useful at this point (a fuller statement
on these activities will be the focus of a prop(j:“.ed Antipode
ari_:ic_le)_. The development of the SGE _“Ialls intp three distinct
phases. The first phase, beginning in early 1976, was inspired
by Bunge's writings on the Detroit Expedition. Activities at
this time centred around Sydney's derelict homeless population
and a sertes of projects related to low-income housing. By the
middle of 1277 & secénd phase hsid'beg;un. This involved the
realisation that g:;od intentions combined with existent geographical
theory and methodology. were an insuff_icient basis for the gecgrapher
as change agent. 7he requirement at this stage was for mare
adeguate theory and a context where SGE menbers could involve
themselves with the day-to-day experiences of im_le:_'—ci.ty residents.
A Marxist reading group provided the Vehif.‘:_le for the t‘.he_ogf.-t':ic_al

gearch, whilst the establishment of a "Community Information Centre”,

. controlled and manned by the Expedition, supplied the necessary

learning envirpnment, .

The present pliase tan be charadterised as the béginnings

‘of a 'genuine unity of the theoretical and practical develpphents

‘of ear]r.ief'[:'ﬂ;;ées‘. The consolidation of the SGE's role an a



. ¢n the inner—¢lty has been accompanied by a fuller
dnderstanding -of the role of the Expedition within class struggle.

Theories of it ‘Stave, of class, and of ideclogy have been

nclude the linking of inner-eity "community" groups

jn igsues such as housing, health services and the
gfilnfo_mal.mn. They involve gacgraphers playing a

or oxganising role utilising experiences gleaned' from

the “community” lewel. Responzibility for the Information
Céntie as Tegitimated t:he Expedition with local residents and
t;;.-'éa:ﬂ-{'saitioné within the inner Sydney region. This has allowed

the estdblishment of SGE members in key positions within such

orgariigations. ‘An ongoing influence with respect to decisions

madé by thése bodies is thus ensured and a xangs of further

ShPOELuAIETRE for the geographer's praxis is facilitated.
e oy e

. Four lessons_have emerged from the Sydney experience as

erucial components in the identification of these opportunities:

"beég:rapﬁeré have for too long assumed that their contribution

to & given charige movement is delimited by the skills they possess

ns"g"‘;aog.r‘aEhér‘:’s.' "It is contended that a more appropriate model is
'}éiaﬁééi"é"‘oéééxiic intellectual™ - one who is “leading™ and
f‘“}ééfés':ehénfi_.{re“ ‘in ‘the crucial respect of being part of the daily

-éﬁiséé“ ce of the working classes. To be effective, thé intelléctual

" mist ‘becdms an‘orgam.c part of the working class 8o as to be able

‘to articulatid new values, new explanations within thé shared -language
ilild'v ynnbolg';n'_f the larger E“?’t‘“‘?- These explanations m?_xst not
b Himitad o the tnaights of the geogragher. It iz perhaps worth

not'}ﬁg‘ thgt_;he _'se‘co_n‘df stated aim of the U.5.G. itselt’_._is *developing

geugraghic theory to contribute to revolutionary struggle". The

first struggle must still be against disciplinary fetters.

2. Despite geogr‘aphe!:s' attempts to bring about change by working
within government instrumentalities and planning bodies, there
has been comparat.ive_ly li:ttle recognition of the State as a basic
category in any analysis of‘ such change, and few attempts to
understand f.hn_: role of the State within a given social fomation.. E
Arguably, the Detroit ?xpedition suffered from an inadequate
conception of the ;egresgive potential of State apparatuses.

Sy@ney has learned from the North American experiences in this

. regard and has devoted much of its time to the etablisl'uneni; of a

legitimating base for its operations.

3. Too often when gecgz-épi’iers have attemptéd: to bring about
change they have done so within ;! structure oj:' "community action®™.
The role of thé term "community” within the operations of the
State in advanced'cépitalism must be critically evaluéted. It is
suggested' tha;: the North Am_erjm.ca.r‘u ‘Expediticns did not examine
the dange).;s and expectations that accompany “community™, The

SGE attempts to use the concept rather than be dominated by it.

4. Geographers who have turned to Marx in their search for an

understanding aof praxis oépcrtunities havé typically neglected

the action co_:ﬁppn_ent'g':, t{heiirr praxis. _This appears to stem from

“the 'ifﬁfs'ta_k"eh beli:q"{ that kcl-‘ifa‘nqe'rwit"h_in (.%_api_éalis}n:can only: flow

from 'arc‘t_i:i:ﬁ at thepoint of 'pro-c'iuét;.ipn, the 'fa_ct_ory f.].o.‘or , where
'ti.le primary cont?adi&timi bgﬁqge_l; capi.taiﬁ:_‘_gna ﬁage l:abouf is
locafgec.!.lf TheSGE V'Sée"s‘_ tﬁxs' as ové::_]:y exér_eme and contends that |
there exists considerable potential for ré.x}diutlonary sttuc.;gle

within the sphere of reproduction. The geographer will £ind no



opportunities for praxis on this "new terrain of class

’5:67 Mewsletter and Antipode: not only is there an
t':fi\%iaf?,d"s' “theory at the expense of the description and
“Bradticde;” the theory emerging is inadeguate as
CERE devéldpment of strategiés for class struggle.

_xjs_t‘.s""t‘a‘i:gd’al'r;: of the U.S.6. 1s "erganising and working

“ for radical "ghange 'in our communities™. 1f, as is likely,

U.5.G. menbérs ‘are operationalising this objective, wheré are

the wri £e-Ups?

USG members interested in further information on the BGE are
invited to write to the following pecple. We would greatly

eppreciate hearing from gecgraphers involved in simil " tes.
DAVE OWEN or STEVE BAXTER . in ar strugk

c/- C_!]]'PPE'NDALE COMMUNTTY RESUURCE CENTRE

64 PINE'ST., CHIPPENDALE, N.S.W. 70nf

AUSTRALTA.

© Rotes: :

1. Gramsci, A,, quoted in Boggs, T, "Gramsci's Marxism"Plute
Press, 'Londén. 1976, p. 1%,

2. The title of Chpt.& of Cynthia Cockburn's “The Loced State:
Management of Cities and People” Piuto Press, London, 1078,

EASTOWN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

One of "t'he little publicized.. though immensely successful

community developgent programs in the tradition of geographical expeditions
is going on in Eastowp, a suburb of Grand Rapids, ‘Michigan, U.S.A. Started

by Thomas W.- Edison"of the Department, of Geography of Aguinas College in
1972 uaing mathods developed by Bunge, Alingky, and Xotler, Eastown went

SOME FACTS ON THE AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL FORMATION

Someifacts about these . @ By the year 2000 some 300 flrms witl
Multinational or Transnational control three quarters of the assets of the
; p . v . .. non-communist world. (Source. N McGumess
Corpol _raﬁon.s . L.t = (Oiganisation fot Econcmic Co-operation and
Lo N SR . Developmant in Paris)) N

@ Who ﬁ;’;ﬂlﬂff Théy are household words. @ Many multinational companles handls.
" Esso, Shefl, General Motors, Ford,”* - :more gogds and services than the entire”
-Unitever, Phllips; Goodyeay, to nanie just & economies 6f many countries. (Source: Fortune

tew. I you use aradio, watch s TV, drivea . Magezne) = 3
“*- :car, use washing powder, dial a telephons, - @ Mast muitinational conipanies are growing
elc, the chances are that you are using the atafaster rate than any national économy.;

" products of a mulinational.

:fSource Ferlune Magazina), | .
-y th PR LR .

& ‘The plclufé in the manufacturing
“indusiry today.locks like this: -

thgough a r’émi'rka.bl..e transformation owing to the institution building that
transpired d_uriri_g the next seven years. The history of the project and the
methods used are' reported in: Easley, L.A. and Edison, T.W.., Easﬁown,
Battle Creek, Michigan, U.S.A.: Kellogg Foundation, 85 Pages. You may
obtain a, PREE Topy by writing to: The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 400 North
.Ave., Battle Creek, Michigan 49016, U.S.A.

{Source: Buraau of Statistics, Study 13/2/76, ret. no:12.35 Figtirés Compllad.)

“f think it is about time we all came to vnderstand that if each of l..lB
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= - . 87 FOREIGN
BIGGEST 200 gg;ﬂn&lﬁa
BﬂlM PANIES ) EMPLOY 240,000
PRODUGE ¥z OF ALL i I : " WORKERS
MANUFAGTURED \ ndhl|TH1
Enosor s AT, or o e
EMPLOY 580,000 T I
WORKERS It "PROFIT-GOES - COMPANIES
T0 BIG 200 - EMPLOY 340,000
P— s  —
30,200 SMALL ._\ | —
&MEDIUM SIZE ' MANY WHOLLY -
COMPANIES | s
PRODUCE OTHEN CONTROLLED ™
MANUFAGTURED ey \m COMPANIES
G00DS 60%_.0F PROFIT
EMpLOY 750000 ~ SHARED BETWEEN -
32,000 COMPANIES
AWoNE THE TOR ; " EONTROL EXTENDS 16:
FOREIGM CONTROLLED; : ) \ u%‘g;ﬂ%}%ﬂn VEHIGLES
+ ARE (ORFIGN SoNTRDLLED _— 4% OF NOW-FeRROUS

78% OF INDUSTRIAL AND

. - KEAVY CHEMICALS

VED

is pald according to his or her worth we will very gdon bankrupt.this« . :
country” -~ Mr. Fraser, Prime Miniarer of Ausrrafia



. nothing more than
~ stored-up labour

{Statement by J. H. Griéf, Vice

President of Exxon,Esso of Austrdlia,
the world’s most profitable corpor-

Fy

“{Source: Nucleonics Week,

t

The_weal hie'g't I8'of thefpopul;atli_lon_ ‘owns .227\7

e,

of the tota_l wealth.

V'I‘he ﬁealt'hiest}‘fiS iof the: population owns 46% of the total weal h R

13 s 60% of the total wealth. |
lthiest 10} of the population owns 60 )

o i ¥ th.
S0s of A'us‘tralians"mm legs than 8% of the total wealth

t
The richest 2,000 people in Australia own as much as the poores
2% million Australians.

T s e .
(Sources P. -Raskall Jouwmrnal of -hust. Fol. Econ. Ho. 2 1978).

52% of the value of Australian real estate 18 owned by 1OV of
Australiang.. - ’

Ten years ago % in every 10 people could afford to pay off a house.
Now only 2 out of 10 can do it.

10V of adult Australians receive 92% of all the income received from
interest, rent and dividends paid on shares. '

56.4% of workers éarn less than the'a\ie.-rage weekly earnings of $180.00
(Aug, 1978 figures). : : ’

While men in Australia have average weekly earnings of $203

per week
the average for working women -is $136 per week. ’
64! of all Auétralians are employed in service industries,
UVEL 'po.ae.q,e-v:)
AtHiEveR TN - Fraser
N RNATAAL R '

syt
Y
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/ . {Prime
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‘{‘:?\ N . ' M inhe

ANAT 2SS nie ey)
Howa—rd. . L "j; V' 7
(Treasurer)

AY\ f:hbr\y
(Nn.g'i onal
bevelopment)

BRI TAXATION ..
wBmERICAAL HEALTUCOLTS..
~BANGLADESH SOCIAC SERvicES, .
“UQANPA~ BusiuESS “NF'PG-J:E..

The number of unemployed in Australia has eteadily climbed from 91,600
in May 1973 to about 451,000 in January, 1979, (These are the official
A.B.5. figures). : ; '

In Hay 1977 the A.B.S. found that there were 411,500 warke;fg who were not
regarded by the Burean as being ‘the workforce but who still wanted a job..

This means that at least 862,900 Rustralisns cannot find 3 job_ s

about
13% of the labour force :Ls\.rie;h:plqygd.’(smii‘“7 "Australl & i,f?,'"'%‘.

Amws i, W4T



THE AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL ECONOMY MOVEMENT

Katherine tibnon.

Until 1976 Rustralia‘s relatively active labor movement and worker-
based political groups on the left had not been offset by any similar
oxganizations, within the academy. The intellectual leadership of left
groups came from the rank and file members perhaps aided by isolared
contributions from individual academics sympathetic to the cause. Leftists
in the fdeological bastions of Australia (the universities, colleges of
advanced education and technical colleges) had not 'surfaced’ in any
organized form and their velces were represented or mis- represented only
by specific individuals. The First Australian Political Economy Conference
was held in Sydney in June 1976 and the organizers were overwhelmed by
the response. Fifteen hundred people attended to hear papers given by
Australian political economists and the four intérnafisnal guests -

S5am Bowles, Herb Gintis, Ian Gough anﬂ Ed Nell. %he outcome of the conference
was ‘the.formation of the Aus:ralian'Polstlcal Economy Movement an organized
and formal voice for radical academ:cs, teachers and ‘students interested

in undérstaﬁding Australiar apstalism. . .

Since that tumultuous béglnnxng the APEM had spcnsored annual conferences,

published a Journal “of Political Economy and its members have directed

their efforts to the institution of more raﬂxcal undergraﬂuate courses

within the estubllshments of higher edication,. “The majority of members:

come out of the; dxscipllnes &f Economics, Political Science and increasingly
Sociology and whzlst the movement is largely based in; the educatlonal
1nstxtuexons. trade union and. tabor movement support has always been
' present. How did the movement begln nnd what exact]y is its practlce’

Iranxcally, the heginnings of APEM could well bé attributed to the
concerted efforts of some of the most reactionary and right wing academics
in the Australiap universities. Let me elaborate. The first Australian
Political Economy conference was the culmination of six years of struggle
withif the Department of Economics at the oldest and perhaps most estaklishment
of the Australian universities, the University of Sydney. In 1970 the
Department was jo1ned by two economists strongly schécled in the gquantitative
applications of neéo-classical and Keynesian econpmics.  Entering a department
which had been moulded along British*linés to teach a relatively descriptive,
institutivnalist form of economics that focused.on "the Australian economy,
the new brooms were eagexr to sweep the place clean. Proposals were made to
introduce a totally new course structure centred on micro and macro-economic
theory heavily oriented towards quantitative’ technlques and applications.
American Friedmanism was to replace British instituticpalism. Finally at
the ideological level a parallel was developing to.that process which haa
already been successful within the Australian economy, namely the replacement
of British imperialist interests by those of America,

This proposed sellout was not acceptable to some of the more radical
_students and faculty who were anxious that the Department maintain some
of the alternative courses in order to supplement the highly abstract theory
with cnnsideratinns of the real world economy. Their initlal demand was
merely for some alternative courses. However as the conservatives within
the Department strengthened their determination to resist any opposition
to their new conrses, so the student movement became pragressively more
radical, and detetmined in their demands to see Political Economy courses
taught ulong‘side the orthodox micro-, macro-theory and international Trade
courses. A bitter stxuggle ensued punctuated by student strikes and

11

jJunior faculty sackings, and culminating in an Economlcs Faculty enguir

and a University administration enquiry., The outcome was tha inco ra{ion

of a Political Economy stream within the Department of Economics t;igugh

which students are allowed to study alternatives to mainstream economics
including Institutionalist and Marxian appreaches. The victory was a qualified
one. Had the Department been split as was proposaed by the Economles Faculty
but vetoed by the Adm1nxstrat;on, the political economists would have had

the autonomy to introduce new courses without a fight, to appoint radical
teachers and to supervise students at the Honours and post-graduste levels

As it stands these rirhts are denied the Politiecal Economists at Sydney. )

The struggle did, however, have a widespread effect on the conscgusness
of students and faculty and provided the genesis for the broader based
Australian Political Economy Movement whose members are not limited to
ngney or to Economics. APEM has no particular politieal line other than
its members are all leftists. The types of papers presented at its conferences
reflect the eclectic nature of its members' interests. For example:

The Politiecal Economy of Australian Capitalism

Australian Neo-colonialism in Indonesia

Racism and Sexism in Australia

Industrial Rationalization and the Trade Unions in Australia
Energy and Resources in Australia

‘ The major p;actice, apart from organizational; of the movement is
directed at the teaching of political eccnomy. Sydney University, for
e¥ample, has 500-600 students in PE each year and the courses conéxnue to be
taught under the pressure of a still largely unsympathetic Department and
Administration.

So far there has been no significant move towards APEM by radical
geographers in Australia. One would hope that this will change in the future
as radi;al geographers begin to transcend the fetters of their disciplinary
boundaries. The existence of a forum for cross—disciplinary debates amongst
radicals is important not only for the flow of information and SUpPort
that it facilitates bur also because of the potential base it provides for
more concerted organization by academics and students in the political
sphere. Xn this periocd of econemic ¢risis in Australia the vulnerability
of the material basis for radical theoretical work is evident as junicr
faculty are deniéd any job security and post-graduate research is barely
funded. As the future for radical research within the academy grows
progressively dimmer owing to the contraction of tertiary educational
establishments, one could hope that such an organization like APEM will
grow to become a focus for more than theoretical action and resistance,

Addr kbR
My thanks are due to Greg Crough and Frank Stilwell of the Department of
Economics, Sydney University for their help and information regarding

political economy struggle I'am, however, totall i
- L
for the final content of the article, ¥ responsible

wEBRERE
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URBANIZATION IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

Katherine Gibson and Vivienne Milligan,

A discussion centred around Citles Unlimited by L. Kilwartin and
p.C. Thorns, George Allen and Unwin, Sydney, 1978, 195 pages, pa, §R6.95.

Australia and New Zealand are urbanized nations. A high proportion of
their populations live in urban sreas which are dominantly large, primate

seaboard cities (Flgures 1 & 2).

“ g
[ g et
B - - o /
Figure 1: Urban Population Growth of Rustralia . * e
and New Zealand in the Post-5econd World . _u/-‘;:l'
War Period. Source: Kilmartin & Thorns, __.:—' :
op cit, pdé. LK
w
st B omm &1 @ 7

0
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Figure 2: Capital City Population as & percentage of Colonial/State

Population: 1851-1971. Source: Neutze, 1977,, 9

»z

Both countries display some of the world's highest rates of homae

ownership (Figure 3} but, whilst the average' family ‘owns' (or is tied

to a lifetime of paying off) its home, the stark reeldential differentiation
and segregation of our urban areas highlight the inequalities of resource
distribution existing in Jour seeningly affluent society,
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Couniry Percentuge of owner-accupled Rask arder of

dwellings GNI per capita
Figure 3; Home ownership rate.. ;t:::}u 710.: 12
and rank order of peér capita t New Zealand ::.l' i:
gross national income of selected United Siates 62.9 1
industrial societies, 1971. .. Canada, - 359 H
Source: Kilmartin & Thorns, :‘:";-'""= 354 I
op cit, p22. . . F:am;: 22; o
Sweden JS:.“ : Ig
West Germany 3 - 5
Switzerland 219 4

Indeed the curyent urban crisis in Australia', notably manifest in
chronic unemployment, especially of youth; in the outer western suburbs of
Sydney and Melbourne, rapidly e€scalating housing prices and a severe shortage
of rental accommodation®, has'served to remind us that the urban poor and
disadvantaged are & significant and growing population. - -

Kilmartin and Thorns ih attempting to begin a debate on the nature
of urbanism'in Australia and New Zealand from the pexspective of the *new
urban sociclogy' fail to adequately come to grips with the intriguing and
contradictory phenomena that characterise the uniguely urban nature of these
social formations. ©Despite their failure it is not the purpose of this
discussion to concentrate narrowly upon the inadeguacies of this recent
contribution to the growing mumber of attempted alternative or radical - -
approaches to social science research in Australasia. 'Instead we wish to
use this discussion as a vehicle for informing ‘an interpational audience
about some of the specificities of capitaliem *down-under' and the sorts
of guestions that neéd to be posed and analyzed in order t6 understand them.
In addition, the brief review and critigue of Cities Unlimited that follows
next is intended to provide our readers with some sense of the 'state of
the art' of radical work, in this instance in sociolegy, in our part of the
world, o - . ’

Cities Unlimited is written as a comparative study of the drban
structure of Australia and New Zealand with the intention of providing
"illustration and development of the theoretical insights of the new urban’
sociology rather than -simply-a description of urbanization in the two
countries"®, This emphasis has datermined the selecticn of issues and the
structure of the book so that it proceeds from theoretical and historiéal
beginnings (Chapters 1, 2 and 3) te four'chapters on the “macro structure™
of the cities where the ownership and control 6f the central business
district, the suburban land development process, urban planning and urban °
housing systems are the focus. - In the final chapters the city is viewed
from the "pexrspective of the consumer®; first as a set of social relationahips
and second as the ‘focus of social action.” We have many criticisms to make
of the way in which Xilmartin and’ ¥horns have dealt with their stated topic.
However, the three we have sélected to discuss are those which may ke applied
to much of the new and so-called 'altemnative® approaches -to mocial sclence
research being published recently. T s ot
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Firat: perhape the most crippling of the limitations of Kilmartin's
and Thorns' beginning debate is given away by the book's subtitle “The
Sociclogy of Urban Development in Australia and New Zealand.® The work
exemplifies new urban sociology with quotations from the writings of Castells,
Hakvay and Mingitné. f;’liesé theorists operate within a holistic framework
which identifies the dominant structural economic relations of capitalism
that underlie and interact with political ‘and ideological levels. The
implication of their work 16 that any disciplimary confinement of analysis
and exposition to only one of these levels would automatically render the
work paxtial and misleading. Yet Kilmartin and Thorns are stubbornly
‘sociclogical® in their approach to urbanization in Australasia, Their
analysis is dominantly at the ideclogical level. The spirit rather than
the structure of capitalism is elevated to central importance, While there
is recognition of the relation of our society's dominant values to its
capitalist structure, the latter is never ahialyzed in terms of economic and
political relations.

Second: the brevity and conseguent superficiality of Cities Unlimited
is at wariance .with, the breadth of the aathors' initial aim. As an example.
consider their treatment of the role of the state in urban development.

This acknowledged complex and 1mportant guestion is raised under the heading
"urban planning” The ane page theoretical discussion culminates in this
position: “there 1s widespread agreement from all points of view that the
state operates to co-ordinate and ‘keep the system running' 5, Thus. on |

to description of types of .government intervention in planning, provision
of state housing and urban service provision in Rustralia and New Zealand!

Third: constrained by the space and disciplinary boundaries of their
own making Kilmartin and Thorns can mever reconcile the disparate views
that their ‘new' theoretical .sources display (Marx versus Weber, for
instance), let alone integrate these back. inte orthedox sociological
thought (i:ht;:publishers (v.a_in.cla.,imi) . ;. They give the reader a confusing
pot pourri af concepts .and ultimately lapse back. into -traditional theory
giving emphasis to.notions like the trevealed preferences” of urbanites.
As an example of this betrayal of their puxpose consider.a paxagraph {taken
from the concluding chapter of the bock), which purports to explain the
dominance of the moter car in ocur urban societies.

“A dominant role was played . in the growth of

citles in Pustralia and Wew Zealand by the motor car.
The car reflects the basic contradictions between.communalism
and privacy. Hany of the choices that Australians and New
Zealanders make axe for greater privacy. more. individualism
and more .separateness, rather than for more communalism. This
is demonstrated .both by their .housing aspiration .~ for the
single~family, owner gccupied home on its own block of -land,
and by the central place given.to the private.car., The gar
is in many ways the most compelling symbol .of contemporary

.. urban.life, it releases individuals from-dependency on others
for mobility and allows them to establish their own unique
set of pathways through the city. It also produces a reaction
from the city, which must cater for the needs of the carborne
individuals whe no longer live within .a.specific locality but.
gee the total urban place as within easy reach. The high rate
of car possession results in strong demands being placed upon
the urban system for accesgibility by car and_ferx improved
transport circulation, which means wide roads and freeways
despite their social and economic costs™ .
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Buch *theoretical insights' are 1ndistinguishable from those offered
by the mainstream sociology that Xilmartin and Thorns wish to meparate
themselves from. - Paradoxically their hook contains a gbod. comprehensive
bibliography on urban theory and urbanization in Australia and New Zealand
including much of the newer more radical theoretical and empirical work.

Yet the influence of the authors' claimed reference group, the moxe radical
new urban sociclogists, seems in the last aAnalysis to be barely naticeable

in the content and conclusions of Cities Unlimited. The book suffers from
the lack of a coherent theoretical framework that generates directed questions
and focuses the discussion both thaeoretically and empirically. Havihg noted
this lack we would like to proceed with a discussion which we feal may get
closer to the essences of urbanism in this part of the world and begin to
provide such an organizing framework

What are the questions about the Australasian form of urbanization
under capitalism that need to be addressed by radical researchers be they
new urban sociologists, radical geographers or political economists?

It would geem that to fully understand the present natuce of urbanism
we must look to the historical roots of the phenomenon and ask what xole
did urban development play in the establ i1shment and growth of a capitalast
mode of production in these countries? The population of Australia, since
its colonial beainnings, has beep dominantly urban despite relatively late
development of traditionally camtalist production. Consider this contradiction:
in 1891, when only 161 of the workforce was employed in manufacturing and
manufacturing goods contributed only 10% of the nation's total output,
66% of the population lived in cities’ Cplonization had brought the
immediate integration of our countries into the world capitalist economy.
Primary produce was sumglied by Australia and New Zealand to the United
Kingdom and in exchange® finance capital was invested by the ‘centre' in
the ‘periphery’ Much of this investment was channelled inte Australia’s
urban development. OCur original questilon can thus be extended: congidering
the integration of the Australasian seonomics into the global eccnomy, how
carl the built environment in these countries be seen as an artifact of the
global capitalist system and its investment patterns rather than of dominantly
local activity?

As well as these broad historical questions which prepare the way
for a full and balanced analysis of the complexity of wrbanization, more
specific questions should be asked. These must relate to the partiecular
features of urban development such as the oppresaively dominant single
family owner~ocoupied suburban bungalow on its quarter-acre block. What
are the political economic bases for the homogenelty of this housing
form? This guestion opens up a Pandora's box of detailed considerations
at the esonomic, political and 1declogical levels. Only a limited number
of these are recognised by Kilmartin and Thorns.

suburban development, and associated speculation are extremely sensitive
components of the Australian econcmy having a history ‘of booms and slumps
closely related to the wider economic conditions of produdtion and investment
At the national and international levels. (Figure 4).

1t would meem that at the economic level careful anzlysis of the
central role ﬁflthe‘co'n'structiqn industry and related activities like land
development will contribute to dn understanding of the reasons for the
domimance of oir land and regoiirce hungry form of residential development.
Also at the acopomic level, f£he "increasingly important role of finance
capital in suppgrting the high ownership rate and the high speculative
tuznover of dwellings smuist be carefully considered.
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Figure 4: Completions of Dwellings: 1947-1975. WN.B. Lower lines for
1974-5 exclude alterations and additlons. Source: Neutze, 1977 op cit,
plas.

At _the political level the contradictory activities of the state in
relation to urban development include, on the one hand active support through
favourable planning, fiscal and monetary policies while on the other, a
long history of government promotion of policies of decentralization of
industrial and residential development, It may be that the different and
sometimes conflicting state functions of accumulation and legitimation can
be demonstrated very effectively through an analyslis of the history of state
involvemwent fn Australia and New Zealand,

Finally, at the ideological level, the dominance of the aspiration
for private ownership of property in the form of a home, upon which Kilmartin
and Thorns place so0 much emphasis is truly an ipteresting and real manifestation
of the social relaticns of capitalism in these countries. On the surface
the material wealth of the ARustralian working class appears substantial -
they have successfully gained the xight to = small slice of the economic pie.
One imporcant ideological question that must be asked of this is to what
extent home ownership and mortgage repayments act as a de-radicalizing
influence on the working class? Alsc it must be recognized that the obvious
dominance of the aspiration for and belief in home ownexrship masks the
realities of the real distribution of rescuyxces in these countries,
Despite the high percentage of home ownership in major cities social
differentiation is manifest in marked residential segregation in texms of
accessibility, environmental amenity, disposable income and level of
service provision. And what of the non-home-owners, whom Kilmarxtin and
thorns completely ignore? Tenants, inadeguately housed, are concentrated
in clearly differentiated groups - the aged, aborigines, single-parent
families, migrants and low-income earners - the ‘undeserving pcot".
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An adeyuate understand:ng of the urban gquestion in Australia and °
Wew Zealand can only come from a truly historical materialist perspective
which. whilst vecoghlzing the 1mportance of ideology (values and aspirations
1n soc1ological jargol ' probes beneath these to their historical and
economically based roots, Kilmartin and Fhorns have begun their break
away from mainstream saciclogy but as yet theiy analysis of why our cities
eertainly appear to he unlimited remains constrained by the shackles ef
their parent discipline. Furthermore, no werse an empirical account of
antipodean urbanism can be gleaned from a number of earlier publications
most of which were not self-consciously radical’’.

Footnotes

1. Some B0% of high income earners and 5% of lowest income earners
are homeowners - guoted in Kemeny, J. "A Polatical Sociclegy of Home
Ownership in Australia™, ANZJS, 13, phis.

2. By wirtue of our limited experience and knowledge of New Zealand
much of the following discussion and, in particular, the examples
used focus on Australia

3, Regular newspaper reports over the last 18 months have contailned
accounts of striking annval ingrease: in hous' prices - for 1nstance,
25% in some areas of Sydney 1in 12 months. See, for example, Haselburst,D.
"atr last - A Recovery in House Prices”, The Bulletin, Ppril 3rd, 1979,
ppBa8-89. The Real Estate Institute of N.5.W. reports current vacancy
levels for rented property at record low levels around 1.8% in Sydney,
1979.

4 Kilmartin and Thorns, op cit, pl9.

5. ikid, pBA.

6., " ibid, plé4-165.

T. ibid, .p39.

a. pDavid Clark postulates 'unegual exchange® 1n his paper “"Unequal
Exchange and Australian Economiv Development ;an Exploratory Investigation”
in Wheelwright, E.L. & Buckley, K. Essays in the Political Economy of

Rustralian Capitalism, V3, 1978, Austraiia and New Zealand Book Company .-
Sydney.

9. See .Jones, M_A Housing and Poverty in hustralia, 1972, Melbourne
University Press. Melbourne.

10 See, Burpley, 1.H.(ed) Urbanization 1p Australia. 1974, Cambridge
University Press Cambridge.

Neutze, M. Urban Development im Australia, 1977, George Allen &
uUnwin, Sydney.

Australian Urban Policy, 197B, George Allen & Unwin,

Sydne_y-:
sandercock, L. Citles for Sale, 1975, Melbourne University Press,

Melbourne.

Stretto:{ H. ldeas for Australian Cities, 1970, The Author, Melbourne

Housing and Government, 1974, Boyer lectures, Australian
Broadcasting Commission.

H
)l
|




18

THE POLITICAL ECONUOMY OF DOMESTIC LABOUR DEBATE

«olm Regan and Hilda Mcdrath, recent visitors frem lreland.-u}mn
seelng the Horvath's iemecond-hand) dishwasher made some disparaging
remarks about the foolishness of such items. Colm may even have muttered
about the unrevolutionary nature of such appliances, but observers are
uncertain on this poinit. *But it saves time," a wounded Horvath replied
"1t does not." was the response from the Irigh. .

Very gquirkly the depare moved to a theoretical level: does raising
the technical vompositron uf the domestic labour prucess provaide the basis
for liberation from domestic drudgery? Do dishwashers increase savial
alienation? Vigorous dehate ensuy gd. With no resolution emerging, it was
decided that the matter would be settled empirically. (Scratch a Marxast
geographer, find a positivist?] Enthusiasm for data c¢ollection lasred
four days with the following results obtained

High Technical Compusition
. ©f_ the Labou; Process

Low Techn;cal Composition
of the Labouxr Process

Day 1 160 vPM* Liay 3 1w CPm
. Day 2 5¢ CPM Day 4 41 UPM
Average 6 CPM 35 % CFM
ANNUAL SAVINGS: 14,782 minutes**
246 hours
10 days

Debate then ensu_ed on the validity of the experimental conditions,
the size of the sample, the quality of the work***, etc. Thecoretical debate
resumed.

Ronald J. Horvath

*Congealed People Minutes

*+p1]l data have beenr checked on an IBM 306} to withan .00 megatrons
and no erKors rematn

#+agoapsuds were freguently found as @ by-product of the labour prucess
involving low technical romposition.

"While the working class has, of late, assiduously avoided Marx,
Marxism has become the opiate of the intellectu als™ {a well known

Marxist geograpler).

Has Marxism become the opiate of the intellectualss

S,
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REVIEW . MARXIAN THEORIES OF THE STATE‘

A Critique of Orthodaxy - Boris Frankel
(Arena Monograph No. 3, Arena Publiications, Melbourne, 1973)

In the past decade the problem of the State in capitalist socxety has
become one of increasing interest to Marxists in all countriés. This has ~
been largely in response to the increasing penetration of all spheres of
society and the economy by government agencies and programs. Also the rapid
growth of the public sector bureaucracies relative to the size of the
productive sectors of the economy has further highlighted the importance of
the State in contemporary cap;tallsm. The myths of traditional bourgeois
soclal and political science concerning ‘the State have tended to predominate
untii the recent upsurge in Marxist analyses. More and more ‘Marxists are
coming to see the State as crucial in any attempt to understand the capitalist
mode of production and its attendant sécial relations. Unfortunately, much
of the recent work has tended to rely on outdated concepts and analyses of
distinet social formations.

This short nnnograph by Beris Frankel has bravely attempted to xdentify
the salient errors and inadequacies ‘of Marxian theories of the State, and
to offer guidelines and concrete suggestions as to the way to proceed in
the future. It is an excellent critigue, although some of his selutions
are not fleshed out and some of the argument is vague and disjointed at
times., Most of the more telling criticisms remain to be answered in the
future analyses of the State by Marxists. .

In his introduction F:ankel poses several crucial questions which form
the basis of his critique. ‘What is the nature of the capitalist State? Is
the distinction between the State and civil socieby still wvalid and useful?
What determines the size, mode of production and the logic of reproduction
of the State? Does the State merely maintain the capitalist mode of product-
jon or does it exacerbate its contradictions? Also the notibon’ of the hist-
orical specificity of the capitalist state to a particular social foxmation
is noted but not explored in any depth.

This historical specifxcxty mitigates against the possibility of ‘a
theory of the capitalist state—in—general Of vourse, some of the roles
and structures of capital are common to¢ many capitalist societies throughout
the world, But, the individuality of specific sdcial forwations wmust be’
recognized and analysed if meaningful and effective action is to réasdlt.

The understanding of capitalism as a glébal phenomenon should not, ‘obacure
the uneven development of capitalist social relatxons (espec1a11y at the
political level}l as has bean the case in the past.

Thexe is a crltlcal need to analyse correctly the rature of the state
apparatuses. - Such a task cannot be left to mere restateéments of the
classical positions ¢f Lenin and Gramscl, for example. The notion of the
State as a solely repressive apparatus may be true in a period of qute
crisis, but how does it apply in pe:xods of Btat and capitalist) expansion?
The concept of the ‘State as a dlssem;nator of bonrgeois cultural hegemony
demands an analysis of the content and impact of the' dominant ideology
and of posgible counter-hegemcnlc strategle

- Frankel attrLbutes much of the incompleCEness of State’ analyses to

the failure to exhmine the internal structure of thé State and the xelations
between State and capital. He criticizes the annkfurt 5chool for concen—

trating almost sclely on cultural mattérs and ignoring’ the ‘political’economy
of the State. At the opposite extreme, the political economists like Baran

'



20 . . The criticisms of orthodox Marxian theories of the State made by Frankel 5
in his brief monograph way appear self-evident to some  However, they need 21
to be acted upon in the future to develop a coherent theory of State format-

Dobb, Mandel, and Braverman fall to aee the State as anything more ions and the strategy by which both they and capitalist social relations

than a subservient appendage to the capitalist class and the productive may be transcended.’ Frankel‘s critique is a thought-proveking essay on an

gector in general, Both achools of thought relegate the state to the issue of extreme importance to Marxist theoreticians and activists. The

position of a monolithic superstructure which elther assumes total power in monograph is available from: ’

the end stages of the capitalist era, or interveneson behalf of the bourgecis Arena Publications,

ar times of crigis. .P,0O. Box 36,
Greensborough, 13088,

Victoria, Rustralia.
{hust. §1.50, incl postage)

& Sweszy,

The base/superstructure dichotomy has tended to pervade most Marxian
theories of the State. It “has only clouded up attempts to resclve the
relationship between state and civil society and class power and state
powex” (Frankel, p.19). The famous Milibapd/Poulantzas debate, although
clearing the air on many issues, failed to resclve these problems, Equally Peter Rogers.
the Althusserian notion of the economic sphere being determinant ‘'in the
1ast instance' relegates all non-economic institutions to the relatively
powerless superatructure without providing any indication of the manner
in which it relates to the base.

A partial solution, as Frankel sees 1t, to these problems lies in the
work of the ac-called State Sector theorists. like 'Connor, Habermas and
Claus Offe. They directly analyse the political economy and hegemony
of the state apparatuses and their role in the capitalist mode of production.
uUnfortunately, much of the discussion of these theorists 1s overly brief, bur
a good reference list is provided i1n the foeotnotes Several important
issues are raised. These include.

- the specificity of the histoxical context of the State

- the re-politicization of the mode of production because
of the weakening of exchange relations by state initiatives

r-——'—-"—"_'_"b

- a delimjvation of competitive, monopoly, state, and residual
labour power sectors in advanced capitalist societies —| Hosd MY fhoooers ) $00
pulasbudtishy DOES e MAvE woely |
- the interrelationships between these¢ sectors m =
7§

- the manner in which state apparatuses exacerbate the
contradictions of the capitalist mode of production.

Most important, perhaps, is the idea that the capitalist state "is
not vnawmbiguously reproducing capitalist social relations” {Frankel, p.50}.
The expanding production and distribution of social use-values by the
State is largely contrary to the interests of productive capital, which is
founded upon exchange xelations, Despite the undoubted penefits that the
capitalist class derives from the State, its position may still be threatened
by both the internal contradictions of capitalist production (as documented
by Marx} and the contradictions that are generated by the state apparatus.

Even at the level of the dissemination of bourgeois ideclogy by the
State, contradictions may arise. Gramsci when he developed the notion of
cultural hegemony failed to clarify what it actually represented. Frankel
argues the ‘pure' bourgeois ideology is not the dominant ideclogy in capitalist
socciety. Rather the dominant ideology is "a'hybrid' bourgeois hegemony
living parasitically off the remnants of pre-bourgeois gocial relaticns
(i.e. sexism, racism, religion, myth)”. Capitalist states in digseminating
bourgecis ideals of liberty and equality (irrespective of the actual conditions
that exist) conflict with the residual pre-capitalist forms which are
pasic to capitalist exploitation. This it is lmportant to grasp the exact
nature of the dominant ideology in each social formation and confront it with
a counter-hegemonic ideology. "If socialists do not make explicit broad :
oniversalistic socialist principles then there ia no way of evaluating how i

political action is either overthrowing repressive, unjust social practices,
or reproducing these pre-capitalist and bourgeols relations....” (Frankel, p.55).




'URANIUM MINING IN AUSTRALIA

Richie Howitt_ﬁ Peter Phibbs

The controversy over uranium mining has developed into one of the
most contentious issues in Australia at the moment,

In contrast to most other industrialised nations, where anti-nuclear
movements have focused on nuclear reactors and armaments, the movement
in Australia has put its energies principally inte preventing Australiap
uranium entering the international nuclear fuel cycle.

This issue is a complex one, and it is not possible to provide a
comprehensive account in this limited space. Therefore, the present
article presents an histo ical overview of the uranium controversy in
Australia, %770 - ; : c

© e Ao

" Discovery_ of the-vast urﬁhiﬁy*résdup¢es=of lhe:Aliigator Rivers
region of the”Northern Territory s relatively recent (See Map). " In facst
itywas only in, June 1970 fhat thefe was any real indication that the

depgsits existed.
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ﬁhen the Australian Lap§f|?arty {ALP) was elected in the 1572
Federal elections it had & pro-uranium stance, but was also c?mmitted to

recognising Aboriginal land-rights in the Northern Tet?ito¥y.
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"An inquiry to determine how Aboriginal land rights should bq .
recoghised recommended that enabling legislation should allow Aborigines
to veto mining proposals on their Yand unless the Federal Government felt
it was-in the 'national interest' to overrule Aboriginal opposition to. a
particular project. {Woodward, 1974, pp. 108, 110.)

ALP legislation put before the Parlizment in November 1975 accepted
this recommendation. However, a memorandum of understanding between the
Federal ALP Government and the Ranger companies in Dctober 1975 suggested
that thé ALP would overrule Aboriginal opposition fo the uranium mines in
the 'national interest'. 1In-this memo the ALP committed the Australian
Atomic Energy Commission to providing 72%% of capital required for the
Ranger Project. - o

‘- Earlier, inm-July 1975, the ALP commissioned a judicial inquiry into
the Ranger Project and its envirenmental impact because of increasing
public opposition to uranium mining. ‘The inguiry's terms of reference

i were very broad. ° (Fox, Kelleher & Kerr, {Q p,'p_l)_

However, the Labor Govermment was displssed from power on November 11,
1975 by  a-controversial decision of the Governor-General, Sir John Kerr,
and a 'caretaker' Government ‘of conservative right-wingers sworn in until
+:elections could:be held. The ALP was defeated at the following election
and the Liberal National Country Party Coalition formed a Government,
headed by grazier Malcolm Fraser. This series of events, commionly known
as the 'Kerr coup', rocked the Australian Left and remains an obsession
with many. - ’ ; : et o )

‘ A year before the coup, Liberal Party director, Tony Eggleton predicted
to U.S. uranium executives, the blocking of the Federal Government's
Supply Bill,-whith was the strategy which'ultimately led to the coup.
Further; -five days-before the coup a lawyer for the Westinghouse Company,
‘which did not have enough " uranium te fulfil its contracts, was reported
.7 a5 saying” that "the shortage {(of uranium supplies) is pear term... Maybe
if -the Labof ‘Party is thrown out in Australia in five weeks or so, we
can get uraniuf’we thought ‘we had." (Nucleonics Week, Nov., 6, 1975),
Anyone for conspiracy theories 7

»

Therefore, neither. the Aboriginal land rights .legislation nor the
Rangey’Environmentgl Inquiry’s Reports were presented to & Labor. Govern-
ment,” The Land Rights legislation, eventually introduced by the Liberal-
NCP Governmient in June 1976 specifically excluded the- Ranger Project Area
from certain provisions of the Act and required the Ranger Inquiry to
assess the land claims of Aborigines in-the area. -Rather.than delay
theit’ répori any longér as a result of this extra burden, the Ranger
Comnissioners dé¢ided to submit two:;Teports. .. . L LR :

*'Theix first report, published .in .October 1976, dealt with thé general

arguments for and against uranium mining. At best it “was smbiguctis,  and

recommended that no decision be taken on the future of uranium mining until

their second report was published... However,.despite ‘this warning; ‘the press

. treated the first report as the green light .for uranium and the stock
excharige went wild. ’ : .

© 7 bout “the Saméfiihg‘theﬁvigﬁium.Bfaaucérs pfum,in-laose-cnalition
of potential ufanium producers ‘in Australia, mounted a §1 willion.plus
advertising campaign in support of uranium mining. Much of the mdverti-

sing was withdrawn after the anti-uranium movement chailenged its accuracy
in court.
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Throughout the development of the issue, beginning in 1972 with the
Land Rights Inquiry, the Australian Mining Industry Council (AMIC) has
been an putspoken opponent of Aboriginal land rights and proponent. of the
uranium industry.< Many of its suggestions were incorporated into the Land
Rights Act by the Liberal-NCP Government.

The Second Report of the Ranger Inquiry, published in May 1977, dealt
with local environmental aspects of uranium mining in the Alligator Rivers
area, including the impact on Aborigines. It also assessed the Aborigines'
land claims and recommended the conditions on which mining should occur,
if the Government decided to proceed with it.~

The Inquiry approved virtually all the land claims of the Aborigines.
They also found that “the traditional owners of the Ranger site and the
Northern Land Coumcil”are opposed to the mining of uranium on that site"
{2nd Report, p./9). Purther, they acknowledged that local Aborigines had
beeri poorly informed snd had perceived that any opposition to mining by
them was futile. Despite this, the Inquiry concluded that .""{the Aborigines')
opposition should not be allowed to prevail" (ibid. p.9).

" "The Inquiry recommended that no decisien to proceed with mining be
taken until there had been wide-ranging public discussion and deliberation.
The Liberal-National Country Party made a farce of this-process, announcing
a go-shead for uranium mining in August, only four months after the final
Ranger Report. During the 'deliberations' one Federal Cabinet Minister
was freely offering advice to his constituents to buy uranium shares as
soon as possible !  When it was announced, the press heralded the go-ahead
as an economic bonanza to rocket Australia out of the recession.

Morale in the movement was low, but the determination to oppose the
multi-national carve-up strengthened. After a long battle within the
Labor Party the movement was rewarded when, in late 1877, the ALP National
Conference adopted m pélicy which opposed uranium mining under present
standards’ of waste disposal, reactor safety and nuclear arms proliferation.
The policy had réal teeth because the ALP announced that they would.not
fulfil export contracts negotiated by non-labor Governments.

Trade Union suppert has been crucial throughout the struggle against

‘uranium mining. In September 1975, the Australian Council of Trade Unions

{ACTU) black-banned work on uranium mines pending the outcome of the )
Ranger Inquiry. Since then the labour movement has been split into pro-
and anti-uranium factions, but there is' still wide support, particularly
among rank-and-file workers, for anti-uranium policy in the ACTU.

However, "during 1978 the Liberal-NCP continved with pro-uranium
decisions. -Many of the conditions ‘the Ranger Inquiry, recommendéd which
should apply to the mine were ignored. More diabolically, the Atomic
Energy Act {1953) was expanded to protect commercial uranium projects
and, in concert with accompanying legislation the companies and the
Government now have power to: - ¢ - : ’

V[a) deny iﬂfnmtion -on ]I:ublic health hazards to uranium workers
.. and the public (Environment Protection (Nuclear Coﬂe;)VAgg; 5.13):

(b) prohibit free spzech and demonstration of opposition to uranium
. mining and export (Atomic Energy Act, S;§D)§ e ’

(c) give police the right.to search and arrest people without a
warrant and to convict people without proving an offence has
been committed (Atomic Energy Act, 5.47);

(d) ban people, including health inspectors or union organisers
from uranium mine sites {Aromic Energy Act, 5.60); and

{e) allow the army to be brought in to ensure nothing stops the
flow of uranium (Environment Protection (Nuclear Codes) Act, §.13)

In shert, the legislation turned Australia inte = potential Police-State,

Events of late 1978 when Aborigines fared enormous Federal Govern-
ment and corporate pressure to accept & hastily prepared and quite
inadequate royalty agreement from the Ranger company énqouraged more
people te join the movement. - The sham, trickery and unnecessary haste
surrounding the final conclusion of the Ranger Agreement, which was signed
by only four of thie forty traditional owners of the Ranger site, resulted
in increased concesn over the vranium issue as well as the Aboriginal
land rights issue.” - . . - ' o

] As preparations for a mass-mobilization by the movement were being
finalised.in early-April 1979, howevei, the shattering news that the
nuclear reactor at- Harrisbufg, Pemiisylvania was in 2 crisis situdtien
shook many Australians out of their complacency and tens of thousands of
people marched against uranium mining in cities throughout Australia in
the biggest demonstrations since the end of the Vietnam War,

The polarization of Australia on the twin issues of Aboriginal land
rights and uranium mining seems likely to continue. The struggle will =
proceed on all political, economic and ideclogical fromts, Uncertainty in
the future of the nuclear industry -generally has not impinged upon the
consciousness of ‘Australia's pro-uranivm lobby which continues to scramble
to get uranium out of .the ground at ‘any cost and to overpower the Aborigines,
and others, who stand in their'way‘(seg tartoon) .

The need for the mbVement in Australia to continue to oppose, delay
and increase uncertainty about’ Australia‘'s ability to supply uranium to
world markets is clearly crucial both inlocal and international terms -

NUCLEAR FUTURES - NO THANKS ... KEEP URANIUM IN THE GROUND.

IF THAT STUFF STAYS ]
N THE Gkiounjp,-fou
Toorad v 7 -

THAT CuT THRODAH
P\ Tue maneoreTiont

25



.. 26

Notes

1,

 Under Australian Federalism, the State governments meintain responsi-

" 'bility for a number of areas, including Aboriginal Affzirs. The
Federal Government was responsible for Aborigines orly in the Northern
Texritory, . . - e )

AN produces s free newsletter called Minin News; it also
sponsors "handbooks' for geography:(and other) teachers in schools {1)

¢

-v- el Mining in Amstralia, 1976, 1979, Nuclear Electricity, 1978:

available from P.0. Box 363, Dicksom, A.C.T.,: 2602, AUSTRALIA. -

The Northern Land Councxl is. 4 decislon-making body set up by the

Land Rights Act. Xt consists of Aboriginal delegates from each ' -

comminity represented by the Council, but:hes been plagued by conser-
. vative White "experts'! as sdvisers in.a number .of fields,'.. : : :

The ‘colpany was required to negotiate this agreement.with the.
traditional owners, and also had to consult with other Aborigines

1iving in nearby areas, through the NLC. Members.of the NLC executive

were placed under great pressure by white advisers to accept an

agreenent betweén August and November. While negotiations were

‘réquired by legisiatioh, the Act also.contained the threat of.an

arbitrator if the Aborigines refused to.accept zny deals. (see Felix 1978}.
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MERCHANT CAPITAL AND ~UNDER:DEVELOPM.ENT A'REVIEW

Fonala ‘3. Horvath. )

wWhile it has been recognized for & number of years “that -dependéncy
thecry, after providing an excellent basias for ideclogical critique, has
failed to provide an adequate theory of the ‘underdevelopment of peripheral
capitalist mocieties, some hopeful ‘signs-are heginni_ng to appear that
this gap is in the process of being filled .and Geoffrey Kay's Development °
and Underdevelopment: A Marxist Analysis (MacMillan, 1975} is one soch sign.
Kay characterizes the legacy of dependency theory as follows: inasmuch
as dependency theory ¢ S I -

"does not recognize the law of wvalue. ... (it).is an eclectic '- -
combination of erthodox economic- theory and revolutionary -
phraseclogy, seasoned with - suppesedly Sélf-ékplanal:o’ry facts,
such as data concerning the pattern of trade and capital
movements, and spiced with cynical guotations by Westein
politicians and businessmen on their aims -and methods adopted
to achieve them. - The conclusicns reached: are not wrong insofar’
28 they go, only.they cannot- get beyond the level of general’
"ideological critique. Turning their backs on the law of

wvalue the best they. could schieve was 'a historical account of
the process of underdevelopment elaborated through empirical
categories such as dependence, metropole, and satellite, which
collapse into hopeless contradiction in the face of close
investigation”. (103-04). e

And when Kay's critique is added to the equally formidable ©one provided
by Robert Brenner ("The Origins of Capitalist Development: A Gritique of
Keo-Smithian Marxism? Rew Left Review, 104; July-aAdg. 1977, 25-921, it
appears that the résslution 'of the theoretical -éonfusion produced by the
failure of dependency theory is beginning to emerge: @ - '

In a mere 187 pagdés Xay attempts to provide "an iptroduction to a
targe part of Marxian economics "with the intention that it should be
understandable to readers with no previous knowledge of Marxism or economics™{x).
How couragecus! ‘The first four chapters are devoted to explaining many of :
the basic concepts of Marxian economics ‘such' 4% ‘production, circulation,
surplus, reproduction, social ralations of production, surplus value,
profit, wages, accumulation, unequal exchangé, etc: Me ‘employs, with
Particular etfectiveness,  the-circults of capital, which Marx developed
in Volume II of Capital, to define many of ‘these' concepts.. ‘These ‘Thapters
serve as background to. chapters 5.and 6, -*Merchant capital ‘and under- = @
development” and “Industrial capital and underdevelopmetit™, which wéntain
the core of his argument. And while one could critize and quikBlé with the
early chapters ad infinitum for his methdd 'of -developing conicepts’ and their
uneven treatment,.it-is not an incompetent review of Marxian economics
especially given his purpose, : - T '

. o any b 1oL ; .
In chapter S:Kay discusses the. xrole £ merchant capital in the process ’

of underdevelopment:. including ‘the transformation of merchant capital o

asscclated with the .rise:of:industrial capltal. " I:will’ retirh to this

digcuesion. toward the: end of this review.! In this context; "his review,

4 critigue of ‘A..Emnanuel's:Unequal Exchange is eapecially useful. His

dlscussion of. "Industrial capital and:underdevelopment™  in t'haﬁiéi’ 6

is based on Marx'siconcepts of fixed and-circulating capital; the éffact

of turnover on the|rate of profit, thé effect of ‘turnover on accumulation

and employment,and -all of -the:factors ih the foundatisn of “thé proletariat.”

R ST
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It 13 1n the most thearetivcally formidable chapter, along with the section
on the intensification of labour in chapzer 7, that he provldes the basis
for a proposition put earlier in the book: “"Capitalism has treated under-
development not simply because it has exploited the underdeveloped countries
but because it has.not exploited them enough™ ({55}, - While one can hardly
imagine that Kay will have the last word on the subject, what I find useful
is the degree to which be brings Maxxian economics and the law of value

to bear upon the underdevelopment of the Third wWorld gaven some of the laws
of motion of capxtal the situation industrial capital. found in the Third
wWoriil. . . .

*he final chapters represent a slim addendum on selected changes
in i1ndustrial capital in the 20th century, e.g., Fordism, Keynsianism. -
Given the more comprehenstve treatment of these. and other-subjects available
elsewhere, e.g. E. Mandel's Late Capitalism, the last two chapters.are
sketchy and 1ncomplete. And .if one were to judge the book on the basis
of the works cited, the book could: be.dismissed altogether. 'How can one
write a book like this and fail to mention. the work or imperialism within
the Marxist tradition?. Atr-this point, T would prefer to highlight what
appears to be one.of the rva) contributinns of this bouk,] namely, his
discussion of the role of merchant capital in tte nnderdevelopment prm S5

Kay draws t.ogel:hex Marx's discussion of merchant rapu:al whach is
scattered throughout Capital but 1s found in-a relatively compact form
in chapter 22, "Historical facts about merchant vapital”™ of Volume III.
In that chaptexr Harx unambigeaously distinguishes between marchant'and
industrial capital, a distinction Ricardo and Smith failed to make with
the consequence that they failed to undarstand its role in the productiocn
of value, profit, etc. Although merchant capital 1s confined to :the act
of circulation, and produces no value, Marx distinguishes bétwzen. mérchant-
capital as an adjunct to industrial capital and merchant capital -that o
existed prior to industrial capital,. Indeed, during-the ipericd of manufacture,
the relationship between the nascent industrial capital and merchant-capital- !- -
were the reverse of the period of industry. “"Today, industrial supremacy
brings with it commercial supremacy. In the periad of manufacture it was
the reverse: commercial supremacy. produced imdustrial predommanne '
(x, p.918) -

Marx A:gue_d: “Wherever merchant cap:ital still .predominates we faind
backward conditions™ (IXI. p.327). .In fact, he formulated a "law™ regarding
merchant capitél:: "The ‘independent development of merchant capital, stands
in inverse proportion to the generxal econoruc development of society™
(III, p.328). . Marx was, of .course,. referring -to merchant .qapi'tal' stil)
dominating cért;gin towns in England as well as other parts.of Eurape,.’
but Kay has taken this thesis. and used it to explain the initral development
of underdevelopment.  Thus it is .not that capitalism has dominated Latin
America since the . lsth century, as some dependency theorists have claimed,
but that Latin America was underdeveloped. initially by merchant capital.- .-
The *system of robbery, p.l.undez, piracy, colonial conquest™.were'all - e
associated with merchant capital according to Harx Merchant capital had

"a more or less digsolving influence: everywhere 3% . to what” extént it -
brings about a dissolution of the old mode:of productxon depends on:its
solidarity and internal structure" (III, p-331-2). - And it is the particular .
relationship between merchant capital.and England land subsaquently-other - .-~ i
developed countries) as opposed to dts relation to what became the undex- .- "' -
developed world that _explains what, dependency theor)r. in failing .to’ adequately .
distin:mish between merchant and. industna :.capltal, obscured. - - ot

l(ay 5, the ma.y be summarized as follows. Herchant capital -has - ... e
existad under three ‘circumstances' in the underdeveloped world. Init:.ally
{ca. 1500-1850) merchant capital functloned as free capital and promoted
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exchange between a variety of pre-capitalist modes of production. The
preceding comments by Marx pertain especially to these circumstances.
Second, between ca 1850 and 1930 merchant capital mediated between the
capitalist mode of production ({industrisl capital} and a variety of pre-
capitalist modes of production on the periphery of capitalism. It is
during this phase that the development of underdevelopment occurred.

The underdeveloped world remained the “final preserve of merchant capital...
pbut it was forced to become the agent of industrial capital™ (100).

Since 1930 and more clearly after World War 1I, industrial capital, and
therefore the capitalist mode of production. began to move into the
underdeveloped world, Merchant capital’s independence is further diminished
as industrialization proceeds.

white I find merit in Kay's formulation, it suffers from what Ernest
Mandel has described in relation to othey attempts tc link Marxist theory
to history as a 'monocausal explanation' of development (Late Capitalism,
chapter ). If we are to view merchant capital as being confined to the
sphexe of circulation, then to argue for merchant capital as the specifica
differentia of underdevelopment s to dismiss the role of the mode of
production in the underdevelopment process, that is both forces and relations
of productiom. In addition, the relationship between the above and various
Third World superstructural .elements, including the colonial and neocolonial
state, ideological agemts (missionaries, ete) must be clarifxed An
adequately constituted theory of, undetdevelopmenl will have to take into
account the complex interaction of 1) the capitalist mode of production
{including its periodization), 2) the force compelling the C.M.P. to '
include pre-C.M.P. in its. expanded reproduction (theories of imperialism),
3) the internal structure of the pre-C.M.P. (including its periodization
especially in relation to changes brought about by capitalism) and 4) the
forms of economic, political, and ideclogical mediation which connect the
capitalist and underdeveloped worlds. Xay's contribution is his attempt
t6 clarify the role merchant capital has played in economic mediation
{the economic- aspect of point 4). Points 2 and 3 are hardly treated
at all and Kay's discussion of point } varies from being sophisticated
{the discussion of fixed and ¢irculating capital} teo simplistic.

- Kay has identified. the role of merchant capital in the process of
underdevelapment.  Dependency theory lead us up a blind alley: Kay's work
along with that of Amin, Rey, Brenner and others points to a way out.
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Peter Rogers.

BOOKNOTE

PAPER TIGERS: An Introductlon to the Critigue of Social Theoxry -
Rod O'Donnell, Peter Stevens & Ian Lennie (eds.)

This collection of papere from the General Philosophy Department at
Sydney Univeraiﬁy'is an attempt to deliver a philosophical critigue of
orthodox social theory. Apart from the exclusion of several lmportant
soclal sciences, this critigue succeeds admirably in ite task The only
major problem with the book is in the denseness, and at times obscurity -
of the epistemological argument. )

Bexjim{ing from the notion that orthodox theories in a wide range of
digeiplines are generated by & common set of principles, Paper Tigers .
examines this orthodox problematic as an instance of a dominant theoretical
ideology  The problemscic "is a theoretical framework used for the production
of knowledge". 1.e it 1s the means of theoretical preduction. Within this
framewoyk the various elements are articulated with each other and the
structure in definfte ways Consequently, there are certaln propetrties of
orthodoxy whach may be uncoveréd and described. This tagk 1s the one which
Paper 'rj:gers attempts ta begin, - : . .

One of the major properties of orthodoxy is its closed nature, i.e.
only a *limited domain of soclial reality” is investigated. Thus; the
proeduction of knowledge of society is confined within a narrowly prescribed
field. This serves to preserve and perpetuate exigting secial relacions by
mystifying and obscuring our comprehension of the gociety which is being
investigated. Bn epistemological examination of social -science enables one
to eritique the foundations and hidden assumptions ‘¢f orthodoxy .To this end
Paper Tigeré pursues four interrelated themes: empiricism, theoretical individ-
ualism, idealism and values. - B . .

The book is divided into two sections. The- first describes and examines
the orthodox probleniatic and its political/social conseguences- -Secondly the
disciplines of social work. psychology ., history."'ecbnamic‘s. politics, law,
medicine, english, visual arts,.and philosophy are analysed both as
manifestations of the orthodox probleématic and as sources of its sustenance
and extension. Anthropology. e'ﬂilé_if:ion. sociclogy and sclence are listed as
forthcoming chapters 1n what is  hoped will be an ongoing critique of
ortheodox .social thegry.

BOOKNOTE.+ =

Be

THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF HISTORICAL)MATERIALISH . Marta Harmecker.

: : u_r_f_cs.ig_f higtorical
materialism. As such it is lirgely based on the work of Erench philesopher,
Louia Althusser, and is useful:as a cgm_p‘e‘:fgdi'uznviﬁf. his work' to be kept close
at hand when reading the more difficult passiges of *Althusser. Poulantzas,
Balibar, and even Manuel Castells,ion occagicns. "More importantly it may be
ugseful as an educative device for both university students and the people,
in general. The book is mostly cleax.and concise, with & finitions of import-
ant terms emphasized and discussion.questions at theend ‘of :each chapter.

Some of. the mozk subtle of Althusier's_arguments ar

This book is & basic intmdu,i;_(:‘o;y text ‘in .t':h'e ég‘:i

. glosaed over but this
dosg not weaken the impact of the.book as an introductery ‘text. 1t is soon
toe be puhlighed by Harvester Press; T o ST
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ON PREMATURE CLOSURE AND OPEN MINDS :
Some ‘beretical' ;_houg_hts on phenomenological marxism .

Frank Williamson® - -

" The role of philosophical thought is to eliminate
premature explanations, those limitive positions
which would prevent us from penetrating and possessing
the formidable content of oux being."

(Lofebvre, 1969, 115)°

Preanble : J

- . I would like to c¢ontinue and thus add to a mood established by a
coptribution te each of the last two U.5.G. newsletters. These were!

(i) - Sayer's discussion of Philosophy of Social Science, Marxism and Geogra-
phy, itself generated by Gregory's book,” and,{ii) Peet’'s response to his
critics and his plea for comradely criticism. The mood .is one of critical
and reflective tolerance and struggle, -as I read it, and to this I would
add my plea for acceptance of diverse paths towards common goals.

More specifically, I wish to begin a discourse among socialists,
(who happen to be geographers, for the most part), on the virtues, perhaps
even the mecessity, of .a reinvigorated philosophical basis of our marxXism.
1 believe there is a need for'a vitality and power, a momentum of insight

" which Marx-himself possessed but which has been progressively lost in the

century and more since his death. .The seductive .’success' which Marxism
“enjoys as it penetrates more fragments of knowledge (i.e. disciplines Iike

- geography)should not mask an unpalatable fact. Marxism still does not have

the key to the transformation of capitalism. I think that the vitality and
nomentunm which is required is most likely to come from a basis of phenomeno-
logy or a closely related source.

Purpose

) This paper was intended as an annotated bibliography of attempts
to merge, or to synthesise phenomenclogy and marxism, but has been waylaid
by the enormity and complexity of such-a task. It now offers a partial,
skeletal guide to this literature and a more personal statement of commit-
ment and justifiecation for the unfinished task. “My purpose in seeking to
initiatg a discourse on this theme is to question what I fear is a rigidity
in stanc¢es taken by geographers who are marxists. I sense that-there are
premature explanations and rejections of compatible ideas and arenas for
-struggle which should be part of the marxian effort. Especially, I would
take issue with.the dismissal of phenomenology because it 1s 'idealist'.
The over-rigid faith in the ddealist/materialist antinomy is a denial (or
at least a.dilution) of the relatedness of ideas and material life; such
relatedness is at the very core of the revolutionary potential of marxism,

1 agree with Sayer's criticism of humanist geéographers for their focis on

-subjectivity rathér than intefsubj égtivi_t"jr"aﬁgl-'fee’l “that ‘the move 'beyond
4he individual' which a fotus on the latter provides is a further aspect

+ of phenbmgnolqg?'p;'_ejudgeé by some of "its critics. -



32

& Middle Way or a Cul-de-Sac ?

We embark then on a project which several of the leading critical
thinkers of this century have begun. It is salutary to note that some of
these have retraced their steps and repudiated their journey's worth and
it ‘is perhaps frightening that none have claimed any hint of completion or
even fulfilment. Te sustain vws, however, the last decade has witnessed a
vigorous revival of interest, especially as the prospect of a share of
power (?) dangles before Eurocomnunism. Within this setting, Paul Piccone
is one of the more active writers in the literatuxre in English,7and under
his editorship, Telos has become a major outlet for republishing early work
as well as more recent attempts at & phenomenclogical marxism. The major
work by Enzo Paci, first-published in Italian in 1963 and translated in 1972
provides another focus and stimulus for 'unorthodox' marxists from & range
of disciplines,

The following is a preliminary typology of some of the relevant
literature in this field and an indication of the principal thrusts within

‘recent controversies. Many of the writers were or are philosophers, a

designation with some overtones of almost an a-worldly position. The nuances
of debate between philosophers are shrouded, for most of us I'm sure, in
deep mists of introspection and rhetoric, but these are insufficient reasons
to leave unexplored and unexamined the Bases and presumptions of our own
thoughts and actions, or to accept.a marxism which has no scope for incor-
poration of experience and creativity.

Early attempts - and repudiations

Most writers on the theme of phenomenclogical marxism accord
Lukics a central position for his set of essays. first published in 1923,
Although not acknowledging any debt to Husserlian phenomenclogy, the very
vitality of Lukacs marxism, according to Goldmann, consists in "The decisive
progress that the work entails by substituting the phenomenological idea of
atemporal meaningful structure ... with the marxist and dialectical concept
of meaningful structurfowhich is both dynamic and temporal, based on the
idea of the Totality.™ ~Dallmayr highlights a further major contribution
which Lukdcs made as being his “incipient critical posture, ... (his) repeated
emphasis that Marxism should be viewed as method and key to further inquiry
rather than as cowpendium of fixed propositiéns.”**For reasons still not
fully clarified, Lukdcs repudiated his early views in later work although
some of his followers have not done se, as.noted below.

The earliest documented effort at a2 synthesis between Marxism
and phencmenology is attributed to Herbert Marcuse in 1928, hefore his
affiliation with what is now known as the Frankfurt School.” “Marcuse saw
‘several Marxist notions (revolutionary praxis, class antagonism as the
driving historical force, inter alia), as receiving a solid theoretical
grounding in phenomenology, especially in Heidegger's existential categories.
This foundation, though, as Dallmayr notes, Tremains “abstract and elusive,
refusing to proceed from general categories to the examination of cencrete
historical experience, 1In order to achieve a comprehensive perspective and
to join general insipght with concretenesi therefore, phenomenology had to
be merged with dialectical materialism.” SMarcuse later moved to other
formulations, although Dallmayr claims some residue of his early project
remained in his Frankfurt writings'“a similar “subterranean linkage with
the intentions of both Husserl and Merleau-Ponty" is detected for Habermas,
and, in fuller vein, Dallmayr uses Adorno as a crucial link between: phenome-
nology and critical ‘theory, seeing him journeying from idealism in the
direction of & non-orthodox (and anti-positivist) dialectical waterialism.

A final example of a Marxist who sought to incorporate a (N
phenomenclogical focus into his thinking and later rejected such a pesition
was the Vietnamese philosopher, Tran Duc Thao, opersting within the same
cultural milieu as Sartre and Merleau-Ponty. Thao's "“flirtation" with
Husseil was especially an attempt to reformulate “the Marxist nexus of
infrastructure and superstructure in terms of the opposition between 8
basic layer of experience and awareness - revealed through brai eting -

and the realm of opinions and institutional objectifications." ®His rejec-
tion of such Y§eu53f1ve years later. in 1951 is regarded by Plccome as
unconvincing. .

The very nature of the volte face by both Lukdcs and Tran Duc Thao,
and the intensely 'political' nature of reactions to their work and to that
of the French existential Marxists (Sartre and Merleau-Ponty) attests to
the centrality of such issues for a vibrant Marxism.

Persistent Searchers

Both Sartre and Merleau-Ponty have been seen, correctly, in recent
years as imigrtant sources for philosophical and sociological reformilations-
of Marxism. “Even the enormously-strong vogue of Gramsci-ology was’ almost
predated by Piccone's and.-Dallmayr's claims that the Italian master was
situated in this same 'critical Marxist' trndiiiun albeit with only a
tenuous direct affiliation with phenomenology. Sgramsci figures prominently
as part of the heritage of Paci's recently translated major effort of
merging phenomenology and Marxism,“UPaci views Husserl,-the founder of
phenomenclogy, &s being as important to contemporary Marxists as Hegel was
to Marx, hence the necéssity of addressing Husserl's writings as = reggurce
for retrieving the "eritical Marx" from positivist orthodox Marxism, z
stance rather reminiscent of the early Lukdcs, Some of the latter's 32
Hungarian colleagues have been centributors to Telos and other avenues
for the exploration of the critical roots to an understanding of the crises
of science, society and marxism, the arena for.the Tichly relational
thinking of such 'persistent searchers.' =~ - -

'

Several of the more recent writers also doggedly pursuing the
1illusory’ synthesis have been cited already - Piccone, (probably the most
strident and convincing), Dallmayr as a political scientist, 0'Heill as
a sociologist - while a great many other flit meteox-like across-the sky
of critical social literature,? apparently fading into obscurity, or could
it be to invigorated social practice 7 ’ B

Closer to Home - Sociclogy and Geography

The awakening of interest in critical and radical activity has
swept through the social sciences with ever increasing pace in the past
decade. A striking parallel can be seen between sociology and geography
in this regard. {(a) An initial flowering of hope for a phenomenologicelly-
bzsed encounter with 'the real world' has been followed by (b) a cynical
reaction and sn often severe dismissal, (without trial 7).- A concurrent
emergence of a marxist sociology/geography has very recently ellowed
(c) an attempted fusion of the-two eritical and radical positions, or at
least an explgration of the relatjons between them (following Gregoxy's
terminology) .44 :

33



34

Conclusion .., and now to begin ...

Thig short paper has traversed an srormous tercitory of theory and
practice, and has done little justiceé to-the richness of much of the ground.
Hopefully, it will stimulate debate’and styuggle in the sense in yhich
Foucault has recentiy cadt thé polirical function of the 'intellectual -
namely "gf knowing that it 1s possible to constitute a new politics of
truch.v? ol s ‘- . .

I believe that a~mergeér of phéncmenological intent and ‘purpose
with marxisn focus and urgency is an appropriate way to create not only the
basis of a pos;-revolutiunary, classless society but of emancipatory,
revolutionary activity now.: :
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2, Quotation'brought to my attention by Suzanne McKenzie im an
unpublished paper: Man and Nature in Phenomenology and Marxism,
Toronto, April 1877.
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Newslctter, 4 (2}, 1978, 34-40; the.book is D. Gregory, Ideolopy,
Science and Human Geography, Hutchinson, London, 1578.

4, R, Peet, On Comradely Criticism and Marxist Geography, U.5.G.
Newsletter, 4 (3) 1979, 20-26.

5. By closely-related source I mean existentialist. The crudeness of
my grouping such bases as the many varieties of phenomenology and
existentialism is possibly justified for my present polemical purpose
but would be disabling of a more careful project. For the Temainder
of this paper I will use phenomenology as 'umbrella' temm for this
large area of philosophy.

6. Sayer, op.cit, p.38.
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- 24,

25.

3, 1976, 377-93, H. Press, The Existential Basis of Marxisa, Philosophy
and Phenomenolegical Research, 37, 1976-7, 331-44; W. Archibald, Using
Marx's Theory o% Alienation Empirically, Theory and Society, 6, 1978,
119-32; and S. Weber, Existentialism versus Marxism: A Kszantzakian
Synthesis, Journal of Social Philosophy, 2 (3), Sept. 1978, 1-8.

Por sociology:

(a} includes P. Berger and T. Luckman, The Social Construction of
Reality, Penguin, 1966; J. Douglas (ed) Understanding Fveryday Life,
RXF 1971 and G, Psathas {ed) Phenomenological SociOlogy, Wiley,

1975,

{b) -includes Z. Bauman, Towards a Critical Sociology, RKP, 1876; A.
Giddens; New Rules of Sociolegical Methed, Hutchinsom, 1976; J.J.
Vaiome, A Critical Theory of Knowledge and the Phenomenology of
Alfred Schutz, Cultura) Hermepeutics. 3, 1976, 199-215; and most

damningly, B, Hindess, Philosophy and Methodology in the Social
Sciences, Harvester Press, 1977, esp. chs. Z and 3,

fc) includes I, Craib, Existentialism and Sociclogy, Cambridge U.P.,
" 1976, end ibid, lukics and the Marxist Criticism of Scciology,
Radical Philesophy, 17, 1877, 26-37, B. Smart, Sociology, Pheno-
menology and Marxian Analysis, RKP, 1976, esp. chs. 4 and §; and
R.A. Gorman, The Pual Vision. RKP 1977, esp. ch. 5.

For geography:

(a) includes E. Relph, An inquiry into the relations between phenome-
nology and geography, Canadian Geographer, 14, 1970, 193-20]1 and
ibid, Place and Placelessness, Pion, 1976; Yi-Fu Tuan, Geography,
Phenaomenclogy and Human Nature, Canad:l.an Geographer, 15 1871, 181-92
and ibid, Space and Place: Experiential Perspéctives, Arnold, 1978;

. A, Buttimer, Values in Geography, 1974, AAG Resource Paper 24,
and ibid, Grasping the Dynamism of Lifeworld, Amials, AAG, 66, 1976,
277-92; and D. Mercer and J. Powell, Phenomenology and related
non-positivistic approaches in the social sciences, Monash publi-
cations in geography, 1, 1972.

(b) inciudes J. Walmsley, Positivism and Phenomenolegy in Geography,
Canadian Geographer, 1B, 1974, J.N. Entrikin, Contemporary
Humanism in Geography, ;l\nna!.s= AAG, 66, 1876, 515-32; and M.
Billinge, In search of negativism: phenomenclogy and historical
geography, Journal of Historical Geography, 3, 1977, 55-67.

{c) includes, at least partially in its attempted conflation, Gregory,
Ideology, Science and Human Geography, and at least three essays
fchapters 2, 3 and 17) in D. Ley and M Samuels (eds) Humanistic
Geography, Maaroufa Press, 1978.

M. Foucault, The political function of the intellectual. Radical
Philosophy, 17, 1977, 12-14.
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REVIEW . MARXIAN POLITICAL ECONOMY

James F. Becker, Marxian Political Economy: An Outline,
Cambridge u.F,, 1977, £11.00. -

James Becker has produced a clearly written reconstruction ef élassical
Marxian political economy. The book provides a remarkably authentic exegesis
of most of Volume I of Capital, paxt II1 of Volume II, and parts I, IL,
and III of Volume IIX. I uoult'i highly recommend resding this book as a
companion to reading the above sections of Capital.

In addition to summarizing the classical texts, Becker attempts to
update Marx in sgveral areas, notahly in the areas of labour value aAccounting,
the causes of contemporaxy stagflation, and the nature of class structure
in advanced capitalist countries. It is the latter subject in which Becker
goes into the greatest detail and the one which deserves comment.

Becker argues that Marx provided only a first approximation of the class
composition of the capitalist mode of production in his famous general law
of capitalist accumulation {Chapter 25, Volume I). It was there that Marx
showed the relationship between capital accumulation and the composition of
‘population. As accumulation proceeded, there was on one side a ruling class
and on the other a working class comprized of a shrinking employed workforce
and an increasing reserve amy of ‘the unemployed (Fig.1lRA). And then Marx
qualified his law of accumulation with the comment: “"Like all other laws,
it is modified by the many circumstances. the analysis of which does not
concern us here™ (p.798). Becker proceeds for three chapters in analysing
these circumstances and thereby provides a .second appruximation te Marx's
first approximation {(Fig.1B). s Lo

More firmly than Poulantizas {Classes in Contemporary Capitalism, NLE,
1375) and in sharp contrast to wright ("Class Boundaries in Advanced Capitalist
societies™ N.L.R,, 98), Becker develops his analysis of class en the basis of
the principles of Marxian polatical economy. Marx's law of accumulation is
his starting point and thus Becker argues that "The ‘accumulation of capital
is the accumulation of population".(201). Becker asks “what is materially
and technically distinctive within the whole field of social capital today?".
His answer is 'the leading technique of our era' 'is administrative’ and
*is primarily suitable for coordination. activity {229). The major:form of
accumulation within recent times has been the accunulation of administrative
capitals within the sphere of circulation. And labour performed within the
sphere of circulation is, according to Marx, unproductive. Becker provides
a convincing discussion of u.nproductive accumulation in Chapter 3, and
discusses .the, economic, ccmsequences of unproductive consumption in advanced
capitalist. comt:ies in C‘hapter But in his analysis of clase, Becker’
focuses, vupon. the impnct of the accunmlatiop of adninistrative - circulatory
capitals in the. composition of populat.i.on. i.e., the 'xpansion of ‘admiriistrative
labour and the mnagers. The. ccnseq nce of the form that ‘contemporary
accumplation takes is that 'there is a tendency for the value composition -
of social capital to rise - ':l'hi.s, rise in l:.he value compoaition, in turn;
helps to tempuratily :olve he realization problem By 1. atimulating
aggregate demand and 2. reduc renl growth Md since circulatory capitals
function like, constant capital cho ‘e L xmn: with' circulal:ory :éapitals above -+
the social .average enjoy favourah 'tems of exchange within 'the entire .’
soclal economy.. In bri:f, c.hesa e some ‘of ‘the “arguments Becker offsrs to

explain the changing nature of accumulation in, ndvnnced capltalist cduritzies

which have produced the new divisions of labor teprenentad by administrative
Libor and managers.
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s Hng‘ht notes: "HWe' need .. :a critenon for the use ..
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Ronald J. -Horvath.

(bau:ute reserves
‘changed both’ the pulxn..al ‘economy of the’ Siree” world' aluminium induste
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AURUKUN

THE ABORIGINAL _LAND RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Richie l{owitt

" Aurukan s an nsolated Abongmal couunumty on the west..coast of
Cape’ Yotk Pefiinsula, North Queensl.nnd about 1600-Km.: north ef Brisbane
and 11460 Km east of Darwln ’ On.gmally contfolled by the Uniting Lhurch
(formerl Presbyter:anj, the’ Alrukun’ community” was taken over:hy the
conservative and notoriously TAC1St Queenslaml Statc Governmen :led by
Premier Bjelke-Petersen, in March -1978. ; ! S oment X

As the
contalns vast
deposits are esti

helou suggests the western side of Cape York Peninsula
its of bauxite, the principal-ore of aluminium, These
ted to contain aboul 35% of the *free world's' known’
T Since 1ts "dxscovcry" wn° 195%, - Cape York bauxite has

and the daily lives of the Aboriginal people’ atAurukun and the other

nearby Aboriginal communities Welpa and Mapoon. .
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Three companies currently hold bauxite aining leases over areas
. of cape York. They are: Comalco Ltd. (comprised of Kaiser Aluminium,
USA -.45%;:Rio Tinto Zinc, UK, through its subsidiary Conzinc niutinto of
Australia -»45%; and "public" shlreholders - 10%), Alcan’ Alum:m:um lad.,
Canada mnd: USA;. and the Aurukun Associates :onsortiu- (comprised of. Sheil
0i1, Holland and UK,. through its subsidiary Billiton - 40%; Tipperary
Corporation, USA - 4D¥ and Pechiney, France - 20%). At present unly
Comaleo is actvally mining bauxite on Cape York. ) L

These companies' mining leases cover more than 50,000 ha. of land
which traditionally. belongs to Aborigma] people from Mapoon, Weipa and
Aurukun. Many of these people continve, , despite suffering 100 years of
frontier brutality and missionary zeal, to rely on their land for their
daily needs and to perform religious ceremonies and other dunes required
by the timeless laws handed dovm to them from the first people, noré than
30,000 years ago. St ew s . . o

Given the centradictien between sspirations and interests of the
mining companies and those of the Abor.\gmes the struggle for land rights
and self-management at Aurukun provides an instructive example of several
aspects of the Australian social formation. Although a great deal of work
remains to be done in documenting the penetration of capitalism into Cape
York, of which the Aberigines' struggle against the mining companies is the
most recent stage, 1 was-able to gather some material for. a2 fourth year
thesis in 1978 The rest of this brief paper mmnarises ‘this matenal.1

In the late 1950s minirg’and nlum:l.m.um companies ' were acr_ively
assessing the viability of the: Cape York® bauxlte doposits. At.that time
Aborigines thruughout Queensland were "protected“ by the mfamnus Queensland
Aberigines Act. :

In the 1950s neither th' State Government, the aluminium
companies nor the. Presbyterian Church \ﬂmted the Aborigines to speak out
on theix own, behalf, Instead, they assumed that they, and not the Aborigines,
knew what was best .for- the Abongine . Desp1te this the Aborigines conti-
nually demanded te speak oii behalf o their \tribal homelands in negotia-
tions about mimng. . PR

s

Their pleas w re i nored In: fact, n was suggested on a number
of occassions that Abongmes “from Mapoon’ an eip :should be forcibly
removed from their land and "relocated" Th '5e suggestions culminated
in the violent closure:of the. Mapoon MISSI. “by “the Quéénsland ‘Government,
against the wishes of ‘both the. Preshyterxan Church and the Mapoon people.
Eariy on 16 November, -1963; ‘people were forced: to feave their beds at
gunpoint and herded into 8 patrol boat’ by nembers of the Queensland Police
Force. The ppegple’ s homés; gardens an hur::h were; then burned to the
ground by tho police " . g

The ~role played by tha companies in the “State Guvement s decision
to close Mapoon is “uncleax‘". However, ' the' evidence -availdble stiggests that
,lembers of the Queensln Government thought thut closure of the Mapoon
. Mission, would hasten’ Cmalco's developmem

aif i
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continued to oppose Aborigines® right to own and control their traditiona)
land or even speak for themselves, However, the Presbyterian Church had,
by this time, becoms more aware of its responsibilities in relation to the
dispossession and oppression of the Aurukun Aborigines. Thus the Church
supported thé Aborigines when they asked to negotiate directly with
Tipperary officials to determine the condition on which the company could
prospect on the Aurvkun Aboriginal Reserve.

An Agreement between the commmnity and the company was reached at
a meeting organised by the Church. The most important condition required
Tipperary to negotiate a new Agreement with the community if-and when
they decided to apply to the (ueensland Govermment for a mining lease
over the Reserve. However, -this term was quickly made cbsolete by the
permanent head of the (ueensland Department of Aboriginal and Islander
Advancement who -added a further clause suggesting that further negotiations
would be’ unnecessary .

In 1975 -Aurukun Associates secretly applied for and were given
a mining lease over 11,600 ha. of Cape York Peninsula from the Queensland
Government. Traditional owners of the land were not consulted, or even
informed at-any stage of these negetiations. The first notice they
received was 4 front-page roport in a three-day old newspaper when it
reached Aurukun,

The Aurukun Aborigines challenged the legislation granting the
. ase in the Queensland Supreme Court, but lost an appeal to the Privy
Council in England initiated by the Queensland Governement. The Privy
Council decision, handed down in 1978, encouraged the Queensland Government
to step in and take over Aurukun and nearby Morningten Island.

This action precipitated a long, complex struggle between the

queensland Government and the Fedéral Government, led by arch-conservative
Malcolm Fraser, over who should control the land - and the bauxite in it

(see cartoon). <

€6 tzke ‘control ‘of the

X ervative Federal Liberal-
National Country 5 m'. to acquire their Reserve land
end hand it back to’its traditinna] owners, - Despite humerous Federal
Government promises that this uould happen the ‘Federal Government even-
tually accepted & (wieensland compromise resulting in the Aurukun Reserve
being administered by the Queensland Department of Local Govermment.

The I:ompro-i.se was opposed by the Aborigines, although they tried
+o work within the new legislation once it had been forced upon them,
Howsver, the Aboriginal Council was eventually sacked by the {Queensland
Local Government Minister because it had failed to "co-operste" with him.



42

Footnotes-

Throughout this dispute, Aurukun Associates.avoided making its
position public. However, it is clear that the consortium was satisfied
to let the Queensland Government do the "dirty work™ of undermining
community solidarity and cohesion at Awrukun. This would, if it happens,
leave the way open for the consortium to start mining whenever ecoenomic
conditions make mining at Aurukun a profitable propositionm, without any
coherent opposltion from the Aborigines.

This situation, where the 'state' intervenes in disputes on behalf
of transnational corporations would be familiar to observers of many aspects
of the Australian social formation. Throughout Australia, State and
Federal Governments have trampled on Aboriginal rights to facilitate
pastoral or mining develepment by the corporations (e.g. see article on
uranjum mining in this Newsletter). In other areas conservative govern-
ments have intervened in industrial disputes to protect scabs and bosses.
They have introduced economic pelicies resulting in high unemployment
{50%+ among Ahorigines) to placate the corporations.

Of course, these policies have not gone unopposed. For example,
the Aurukun dispute has been crucial in raising- consciousness about state
intervention in both Aboriginal and Anglo Australia.

Across North Australia a cultural Ttevival movement has gained
strength in the last two or three years. Large_ cultural patherings have
contributed not only to development of a self-conscious Aboriginal identity,
but have also provided forums for Aborigines from different places to sit
down together to discuss the economic and political problems each isolared
community has, until recently, been forced to face alone. This has encou-
raged increasing political consciousness and action among many Aborigines.

Among white Australians, long famous for their racism and paro-
chialism, the land rights movement has forced at least some sections of
Australian society, e.g. sections of student and labour movements, left.
political parties, including the major opposition party, the Australian
Labor Party, and some of the major churches, to become more aware of the
political and economic reasons for increasing underdevelopment in the
country so often referred to as "the luv._ky cauntry”

1. J. Smart, 1977, E:250 000 Geological’
Aurukun, Qld. (sheet SD) 54- 7), Aust.
Canherra, page 5.

er-ie-%, explanatory notes,
rGovt. Publ. Service,

2. . This material is dealt with at greater length in Howitt, 1978,
The Management strategies of aluminium compznies with interests
on Cape York Peninsula, 1955-1578, unpub BA{Hons} thesis,

Dept. of Geography, Newcastle Un:lversxty, NSW; and in a paper
called Beyond the Geological Imperative to be published shortly
by- the Dept: of Geography, Newcastle Unl\rersny. Shortland, 2308,
NSW Austral:ta.

3. Although they have “been amended -severdl times since 1955 the -
Queensland Acts, as they are commonly known. throughout Black
Australia, still exist and continue to oppress Queensland Aborigines,
see Black Resource Centre Collective, 1976, The Queensland
Aborigines Act and Regulations 1571 - so that anyone can read them,
Black .Resource Lentre, P.O. Pox 345, Brisbane, 4004, Qld. The
Act gnd Regulations were amended egrl.}g; this year.

]
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4, This disgraceful incident is discussed in The Mapgon Books, &
three-volume study of the invasion of Cape York Ey the mining
companies., (Available for §AS.00 from the publishers, Internatio-

nal Bevelopment Action, 73 Litrle George St., Fitzroy, 3065,
Victoria, Aust.) See also, J. Roberts, 1979, From Massacres to

Mining: the celonization of Aboriginal Australia, ava. lable” from
CIMRA, aledonian Londen, 1, England for .(1 99, '
5. Ses e.g., F. Engel, 1978, The position of the Australian Aborigmes

Australian Council of Churchss, Box C199, Clarence 5t. p.0.,
Sydney, 2000, NSW, Aust.

£OF PUSTRALAAS ARE TERRISLY
SELAGH KLOBAPATYS ..
TAKE TAKE , TRKE

Antinomy Department

The Kautskyan road to socialism - parliamentary, democratic and peaceful -
has led to defeats and catasr.rophe for the workers’ mvement. disarming it
against fascism and war. ¥hile this road, adopt:ed by the Communint Parties
after the Second World tlax-, has not led to, socialism anywhera, the x 1me
which Lenin defended agnins: Knutsky s attlcks ‘as the £ i o
incarnation of the dictatorship of the praletariat has‘ evo).ved in the
direction of a new class society. It seems, then. t.hat histoxy iz _playing
one of its tricks. It justifies Lenin again
Lenin., But behind this parndox there lies
all revolutions -~ and perioda bel:ween x|
One will not win with delnocracy alorie, ona will not Bedome the dom.inant clasz.
and advance towards the classless socliety. But without demcrncy. one wiil"
lose even when one thinks one is winning; fer from one's own ranks a Rew
ruling and exploiting clags will tend to emerge.

{F. Claudin, “Pemocracy and pictatorship in Lenin and Katusky™ New left
Review 106, 1977, p.75).
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RULING ECONOMY ., RULING CLASS

- Jim Kemeny -
" Senior Lecturer in Political sacioloqy
. University of Adelaide. .

In terms of forelgn o\mershlp of the economy, Australia can be accurately
described as the. Cannda of the southern hemisphere. Australia has the
dubicus distinction of belonging to & small group of countries which, while
highly nrbanized and industrialized, are incapable of finding the capital
resouxrces to n\aintain the necessary rate of 1nvestment needed to énsure
the stability of the economy. * The high dsgree of penetration of the ’
Australian economy by foreign capital is now well dodumented.! - Yet o
date there has been almost no recognition of the significance of this fact
for the class structure of Australian capitalism, Most important, studies
of the class structure“atre predicated on .the, assumption that the Australian
ruling class is comparable té those of. industrial“societies where there is
a relatively high degrée of indigenous.ow ership of .the means of production.
Models of the ruling clasa- tend to be drawn from the experience of Britain
and the U.5.A.7 on the assumption that although: the economies of these
countries differ fundamentally from that of Aust::alia the:.r class structures
are basically eimilnr.

This assumption must now be challenged, If the basic Marxist principle
that the nature of the economy determines or heavily influences the class
structure, and 1f we can point to’ major structural differences in the
ownership of economies of different countries it follows that major structural
differences in class relationships are almost Gertein to exist. The wealth
of data and analysis on foreign control of certain economies which has
recently emerged out of the work of’ political economists must be taken up
in studies of class structures. The aim’ “in this’ paper ‘18 to sketch out in
a preliminary manner some of the widex implications and ramifications for
the atructure of the Australian ruling class ‘of an economy heavily penetrated
by foreign capital. Such a task must be seen as éne element in a reappraisal

of the class structure which must 'be ‘extended to the working class and eventually

to the more detailed studies of fractions of capital and lakbor.

Estimates of the degree .of forexg-n ownership of the Rustralian corporate
economy range between one third and two f£ifths: cofparable to that of Canada
and in stark contrast to highly 'automous® capitalist societies such as Japan

and Sweden where forelgn ownership is negligible: less than five percent'. The

most Iimportant sources of overseas investment are, as one might expect,
Britain and the U.S.A, uhich together accounted for some 70 percent of all
foreign inve_st.ment in, 19?1. Like Canada, Australia possesses no indigenocus
mltinational corpora' ona whose brands are household names n:l:ou.nd the world.
With nlmost twice th population of 5weden, mzstr has no equivalent. ot'
<3 Australian cars are’ 1
General lbtors und Ford;"its electxical goods”
ve: lnd its chemical prbducts
pectors ‘of he - econ ¥
i
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The weakness of Australian capital snd its heavy dependence upon
foreign supplementation on a massive scale is particulaxly noticeabls
in mininq and other primary extraction industries.® The recently planned
‘Noxrth West Sheu' development off the north-west coast of Western Austral:
based on oil and gaa resources and estimated to cost several billion dollaz
to develop. is heavily dependent upon foreign capital. Indigenous capita..
is qQuite unable to raise the necessary funds to finance the development o
the most profitable and expanding eectors of ‘the economy to the and of the
century.

The implicntions of the weakness of indigenous capital for the structur:
and cohesion of the Australian ruling class are far-reathing. ' It is axiomati
that the power of any ruling class derlves directly from the extent of its
control over cnpital apd through this of the entire corporata economy. A
ruling class which does not possess 5ufﬂc1ent capital resources to develop
the economy and whose econofy is heavily penetrated by forelqn capital is
necessarily in a much weaker position to control and exploit the _ecanomy
than a ruling class which is not so heavily dependent on foteign capital.

Unfortunately, 'deqree of control aver the economy is ‘difficult to
quahtify. Ome simple index might be the way in which the web of interlocking
directorates is likely to be inflvenced by foreign penetration of an economy.
The concept of interlocking directorates and its importance in understanding
the pature of the ruling class has been extens:wely studied, and it is clear
that multiple directorships, and less cbviously, the holding of executive
positions in political, administrative, educational, religious and other
institutions by the directors of major companies i’ an ‘important aspect of
the integration a.nd control of capitalist society by members of the ruling
class.

Foreign ownersh:l.p is likely to differ from ind:.genous ownership in
thpt interlocks will be less extensive. That. is, a foreign-owned subsidiary
will generally have as its directors the appomted exécutives of the parent
company who are little interested in the local political scena and who function
as {often temporary) posted administrators, answerable to the parent company
and who may be members of its board. T o ‘

What data are available on Australian registered foreign-owned subsidiaxies
suggests that this is largely the ¢ase. A comparison of the interlocks of
a number of large fore;gn-owned companies with Australian-owned companies
shows that each director of &an_ hustralian company held on average four other
directorships as against the directors of fnreign subsidiariés’ who held on
average only, one ~othey directorship.' In so far as inter'locks are important

for the cohes:l.on and integration of capitalist econcmies t‘herefo::e. Australia's

deeply penetrated economy weakens control at the strategic level through
the mainténance of a dense and comp:ehensive network of inl-.erloc‘ks.

The implications of this are worth pursuing in & little more’ detail.
Australia'’s economy is not uniformly penetrated by foreign’ capitnl. Some
sectoxs of the economy, such as automobxle mnnutacturing, mining, ‘electric
durables etc are heavily duminated and in some Cases mnopolised by
foreign companies. Others, such as retail stores. the nedia. banking and
finance are, atill lax'ge!.y ‘owned. by australian companien. “This means that
scme sectors of ‘the econom: ‘,1.11 ‘be charncte ised by denua interlocks, while
others will be poorly repressented, and still.cthers 111 be alioit devoid
of interlocks. Sectors of the economy virtu lly mnopoliled' hy to:eign
oonpanias, such an notor mnufacturing, win be nll but exc_luded £frém the
network of interlocks which thé indigenous ruling ‘class can sustain.
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. opposition to.

The, patchy and incomplete nature of indigenous control owver the
Austral lancecondmy must,necessarily have profound jimplications for the
structure .afthe -ruling; class. , One major implicatién concerns the national
¢ The fact that between a third and a half of the
rstates, the importance of foraign ownership

8. the xéign ovnership is ‘heavily concent¥ated
perating, at the national Jevel. ‘Since mich foreign

in large.companies

cwnership.is in the form of tha aubsidiaries of multihational corporations,
this necessarily means that Australian-owned major companies are more under-
represented than .1s the case with smaller companies, ewénthough ‘there may

be.a _:_:__‘j_rg:s;de;ei’b_l_g_"\_:pd_e_rgrowth’ of Jlocal companies, = The motor manufacturing

. industry iz a case in point.  The domination of theamanufacturing industry

cale by Ford, C_h;ryalhé':" and General Motors co-exists side by
considerable proliferation of small, often Australian-owned,,

_companies and workshops which provide the multinationals with
, servicing, facilities, etc. R L o

'I‘l:’lé,‘il:!.\p;:':l'igai“.ilél“l‘ _of‘j:xh_isigis “that the national intégration of the economy
in the network &f interlocks will be ‘particularly weak. This is likely to ~

be at least one. factor in the oft-noted state-based nature of Australian ruling

class interests, particularly in the indistrial states — Hew South Wales,
Victoria and South Australia.?  Condomitantiy, the displadement 6f national
Australia-wide indigenously-cwned companies by foxeign—owned multinationals
must Be an inhibiting factor in’the growth of a national consciousness within
the ruling class. = ' ' T b C

-Yet ér_:pjgher implication is the extraordinary ifiportance of rural Vested
interests in the Australian ruling class. ~The Nationdl Country Party ‘which
traditionally represents pastoral interests plays a mijor role in béth
Federal and State politics holding office in coalition with the major
conservative party {the Liberals} as the dominant party {(as in Queensland)
or the secondary party {federally). ® ' nt least one reason for this may be
the peculiar structure of the Australlan ruling class, vnder-represented by

_industrial capltal, 5o wach of which is foreign-owned, which makes traditional

rural Interests a relatively more impoftant fraction of capital. In fost
industrialised capitalist societiés xural interests have become Fapidly
eclipsed by the growing importance of industrial intexésts, ' 'To tha-extent -
that this has not happened in Australia, or has happened to a much lesser
extent, ryral Interests are likely to play & more important role than might
be suggested by the level of .j,nal_islc.riha!:i-_éa_ati:on‘ of the national economy.

'I-‘inlalgl.y,'."ve___r_nf_éhj:.pc‘int to the intensely conservative aitukd
Australian ruling class as partly the resiilt of itk trungated striiéture, '
Australian capital necegsarxily is Both dependent yipon and in competition with
forelgn capital.  The stresses and strains in 'this relationship have been’
indicated elsewhere. 11 prom the point of view of the threat posed by the'
social democratic policies of the Australiah Labor Party, Buch a defensive
and decimated raling class is _l:lké:‘iy to be much more sensitive to fabian

yet beén .

n .t t least as'a
reaction to a ma ty of ‘the rullny
class. oo
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These necessaxily exploratory comments on the relationghlp between
ruling class structure and the nature of the economy point to the need to
carry out more work which ddes not simply restate general principles
governing the nature of ruling classes in capitalist societies hut which
begin to syatematically explore apecific historical conditions in which
ruling ciasses develop in particular countries australia‘s ruling class
15 of potential interest becauss of the high degree of foreign penetration
of the economy. Because of this, comparisons with the structurs of the
Canadian ruling class would be especially useful to brinyg out similarities
and differences. Much the same goes for the structure of the working clasa.
Hopefully, this sort of atarting point can shed more light on the detailed
working of the class structure. of capitalist socleties. .
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AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL ECONCMY

F£ssays in the Political Economy of Australian Capitalism

edited by E.l.. Wheelwright and Ken Buckley, 3 Volumes
Australld and New Zealand Book Company, Sydney-
VYolume 1, 1975; Volume 2, 1978; Volume 3, 1978

This colleetion of twenty six essays, three introductions
and 685 pages or1glnates in "the belief that a 'History of the
Pdlitical Economy of Australian ‘Capitalism from the Earliest
Times to the Present ‘Day"' should be written; that this would
be best attemptéd from a basic Marxist standpoint; and that
before it could even be started. it would be necessary to
provide both bricks and straw" (Volume 1, p. 1.}, All but
three of the 25 cvntrlbutotq and ‘editors are academics, and

Thobe thioe " siders® hdve' 2lose linvs with academia. How-
ever, 1 the é--demxc . a4l pank- are pepresented including a
gl&dua?-_student and two undergraduates, and several disei-
plines - one third froum sociologv, followed by hlstory. and
ione ~ontriboters from areas like law or vommunications studies
More than hal!, huwever, are based at arademic institutions in-
the greater Sydriey area (lncludlng a North Shére C.A.E.) with
a smattering trom the univergities of Monash, Adelaide and
Flinders. Does this mean that the bricks and straw of’ Marxism
are not représénted at Wollongong, Western® Australla, James
Cook or New England? Though that might be too sweeplng since
not all the. ontributors are: Marxists anyway, &8 in the editors
words,  "the main ‘eriterion for inclusion was that an ‘essay
was considered tof ‘be puttlng forward a tenable point of view
on a 51gn1f1cant issue ... " (Volume 1, p. 9.).. That’ is an
argumentatlve po;nt given the goal eschewed only eight pages
earlier. It is questiohable ‘that some" important -areas of con-
cern are represepted for example by John Connell, whose better
known publicatiosri’Ruling Class, Rullng Culture* uses a’ very
questlonable defipition of Teiass”, ‘or Ji11 Roe, whose Social:
Policy in Australid; 1901-1975%* treats poverty from a re-
formist standpolnt at best. . 1 mention ‘their major publicatiops
rather "than their speclflc chapters least one tries to excuse.
them tor lack of space~to’ thoroughly develop ‘their arguments!
Of the total, seven articles concern either the long range
evaluation ¢ the Australian social formation or historical
moments in 1ts development, 51x deal wlth general areas of the

% Subtitled, "studles of confllet, power and hegemony in- -
Australian life®, and published 1977 by Cambridge University
Press.

%% A colléction of essays edited by her and publlshed 1276 by
Carsell Australia Lta.



and a further six tackle specific topics
of current concern (housing, racism, poverty, education, the
environment, and Australia's meocoleonial role in Papua New
Cuinea); four deal with class relations; and there are two
coneerned with culture {mediation and rvepresentation).

present conjuncture,

My familarity with these books came as I was parachuted
into teach someone else's course on "Social Issues" and sought,
them as an antidote to what Samir Amin.called;Austrqlia's ‘
ngorid of absolute silence” in a review of socialist writing. ¥
He also went on-to note perceptively " ... how is it possible
to be an Australian? Yes, it is possiblé, there are
Australians; one can even be comfortable, it séems, being an
Australian, even have a slightly better chance {statistically)
of being a tennis. champion. -One can even becHome an
Australian: functionalism is a thing you can.get hooked on.
So let’ all the technocrats in the world be automatically sent
to Australia, they will like it theve ... because they will’
systematically build 184" (pp. 14-15). Is this then
Wheelwright and Buckley's answer 1o the functionalism that
is so much the motor of Australian social science? Despite
my reservations about the mon-Marxist contributions, the '
aifficulties .that some of my Australian students had'in using
these Volumes, .and the uneven coverage of Australian political
economy in these first three volumes, My response is M"let's
have more", though better opganised, thematie, and Marxist.
Further I would encourage Marxists in Canada {and elsewhere)
to use these Volumes &s an object lesson in what cén be done
- we have no equivalent set of essays, only a few isolated
tomes - let ‘us build upon this Australian experience so that
we can "... gladden the heart of any "Marxist" (Volume 1, p. ).

Ted Wheelwright, the senior editor, is probably ‘the most
familar contributor to us butside‘Australia,'partiéularly for
his book with Bruce McFarlane (also a contributor to this
series), the Chinese Road to Socialism¥*, which (despite the
Ngreat leap backwards') 15 sti31. one of the best econtributions
to an understanding in the English language to the pre- )
cultural revolution Chinese, economy. _His cqntributiqn,“and'
that of others, must be .measured .against the struggle in a very
sonservative milieu earlier thig decade to found departments
of Political Economy and General Philosophy dedicated to ’
radical analyses of social science. His description of what
Australian Marxist historiography eould be all about is worth

quoting at length: ’

* vIn praise of ‘socialism”, Honthix Review, Vol. 26, No. W
(1974} pp. 1-16. . : ) N

*% Monthly Review Press, 1870.
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But most gotably "ecomprador capitalism" in which the loeal
bOurgE?lsl? and new petty bourgevise are agents of internmation-
al capitalism mark strong parallels with Quebec too. There
are other essays which I found of considerable interest as
ﬂell - Bob Catley's assessment of the impact ot the end of the
'Age_of growth" on Whitlam's social democratic government and
its inevitable replacement by Fraser's coalition of the right
5ol Enc?l'g review of the particular features of capitalism i;
Australia in the late 1370's and its reflection in the nature
of the labour market and surficial class and subelass strue-
tures, I§n Turner's provodative essay, " he bastards from the
bush" which contrasts media-manipulated Orkerism, popular
cuét;;eﬁ angthe.elitist bourgeois high ar¢s in AéStralia,

an ichae unn's explicatio " ¢ i :

and Hichael Dunn’ 9 ic 71 of the convict labour system

some excellent contributions; given the total number of essays,
I will mention only a few - in Volume thrée both John Collins'
"t ragmentation of the working class" and Mervyn Hartwig's
"Capitalism and Aborigines: the theory of internal colonialism
and its rivals" are worth comment. Cellins' contribution is
well set out and methodologically easily a@pplied to other
social formations. Taking the orthodox economists "dual labour
theory" refired in-the U. States in the 1960's he transforms

it by,I'm tempted to write, standing it on its head! He
relates "elass", the concept of the "ingustrial resérve

army”, and the "specificities of the corijuncture, to groupings

which have appeared in the Australia‘working class in terms of

internal differences within lab&ir movements, idéology’ and
politics; groupingé”like ‘immigrant women &nd Abérigines rés
peatedly appear’ in such an apalysis. Hartitig takes the most
oppressed of these groupings, Aborigines; and tries first

to assess attempts to differentiate racial exploitation from
class expléitatién, which ébviously hé finds totally inade-
gquate as explanations of the"rélatinship“of'clééses“within'“
racial or ethnic groups to the’class strutture ¢f the society
as a whole.® In“its-place he examines thé “inexorable way in
which the capitilist inode of ‘production” hds penetrated,
destroyed, and then transformed a non-capitalist mode, in this
case that of the Aborigines, into a way of 1life alien to their
wants and heeds.” His examination of the subtle’, and not so
subtle, changes in the associated ideolégy and state 'policies
made-fascindting reéading for a nén-Aiistralian, and made the -
movie' Chant- of Jimmy Blacksmith ‘which I saw about this same time,
much more meaningful. Less satisfactory iz the firsf half’ -
of his articlé'in;which'the-"inﬁérnal colonialism™ model is
given yet another airing!’ R ' -

_ There is no doubt thai these three volumés,:inéludiﬁg
their faults, do represent @ very healthy filling of that
Australien silence. The paradllels with struggles elsewhers
are.o§v10us:A'they tackle issues we have all been pondering:
political ecomomy in general, and its Marxist basis; more to
the point, the nature of the state comes to the fore as does
class anq class consciousness. That not all the essays
succeed is simply part of the ‘learning process that helps
identify an Australian contribution to the literature on the
&eft. As I left Australia, Kibble Books launched a new series

theses on the left”, of which the first bv Tim Rowse is a
contribution as worthy of note as the start, reviewed here
under Wheelwright and Buckley's supervisiocn.® Rowse takes -
a theme mentioned or alluded to throughout these three.volumes -
that of the practice of ideclogical struggle ancd its relation
to class and the hegemony of a particular group in Australia.
Ho? only is-it-an excellent and critical 'introduction to

liberal democracy™, but it is a Working example of the
practice of Marxism in the social science. I am convinced
that the ANZ trilogy helped paved the way for more Marxist
scholarship of this type. '

As -a. Canadian, Glén Lewis’ essdy "Quéénsland hationalism
and Australian capitdliém" has a'special faseination. -Unlikely
as it may: 'Beem superficially, there'are strong similarities in 7’
certain basic undétéufreﬁtéjin-qﬁéﬁéc and Queensland.’  Lewis
analyses naticiialism in Quéensland as'a réfléction of the =~
political”econémy-of that stdtfe and the dheven development
betweeh. regionsi sectdrs, ‘and natignsy - odn this econtext ‘he™’
uses the conceptiof régiofialism’ ’and-the gpecific historical
evolutich of this~stdte in peldtion €0 -Australia as‘a whole
in terms of‘geégréphy,”qefenée’poliéies;ﬁimmigratioh; racism,
and econofile d¢pendence.’ Ideqlog;Cally;coppqﬁéfiﬁm,;' ) : -
agrarianism, depeéndent investment, and cokléctive consump- )
tionigfi havel Béen’ the risg of ainew ‘petty botirgcoid class, led E
here by BielkehPetersen; although the latter represents a neo-
capitalist fraction of this new class, it is another fraction
of the same @lass, the “techriocratié’ group,’that Levesque - 7
represents via his Parti Quebecois in. that, Canadian .province...
State paternalism, ecollective competition, and a northern R
version of ‘the ﬁatéship”iagblogy’Efﬁnd’éhtféré 1y73n ‘Quéersland.
e B R N T - : Lot

" A . LT TLR

To end 1 need only quote the editérs’ final plea. from

Volume thrae: -"(we) now lock Fforward té preparing.Volume
"Four in’ the series. Contributions of essays
are invited and maybe sent to either editer.
the essential elements are that the essays be
related to Australia, and the approach of the
auth?rs should be leftwing, preferably
Marxist - using that term in its widest sense.™
(Yolume 3, p. 10.)

. . Michael E.' E1iot Hurst
o - ' .. Simon Frasér University
’ o o7 capridere L

# Australian Liberalism and National Character, Box 210,
Halmsbury, victoria, 1878.

“Is socialism ... the highest form of capitalism?”

{Geoffrey Kay, Development and Underdevelopment. A Marxist Analysis,
MacMillan Press, 1375, p.85).
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RECENT LEFT AUSTRALIAN LITERATURE

BIBLIQGRAPHY OF RADICAL JOURNALS IN AUSTRALIA

ARENA

A Melbourne-based left/radical journal concentrating mainly on
analyais of the Australian sccial f.ormation. ‘with some commentary
on, intematzonal events. - .

No. 49 (1977}

*Genetic Risk: The Nuclear Wastes' - Alan Roberts !
‘A discussion of the nuclear waste disposal problem, focuasmg on
the social responsibilities of scientists and technocrats,

"The Political Economy of Housing® - Jim Keweny :
Superf:r.cial com_parison ©of the profitability ami socia] costs of -
. home ‘ownership, private rental. ;and public housxng. Also. congiders
movements of capital :.nvestment betueen housing and ethey sectors
of t‘he ecunumy. I B P i : -
‘U8, Colonxalism in Micronesia' - Anthony Ashbolt [ -
u. S.;‘nu.litarist 1mper:|.a115m‘in the South Pac.\f:.c Good historical .-
anr] pahtical analysls.'

"The Economic Cycle in Post- War Australia P Charies Eilvex -
H.arx:.st discussion of the current cnses in Australl.a.n capitalism it
‘and’ the end of the so- called long boom*

Ro. 50 (1978)

'Hinerals and Mult;nat:.onals - E!ob Catley and ‘Bruce HcFarlane
A useful descrip'uon of the reactxon of r:umng cap:.tal te a crisis
1n cap:.talism

‘Cultural Independence
Eight ghort articles.on underdeveloped areas w.lthin and near’
Australia. espec:.ally their penatration by foreign. capital and
cul 'The Bonds of Kl _a.ra.ty. The Aid Debate' - Nonie Sharp

: the ‘Torres’ Straxt People -.Hironobu Kitaoji

v 'East Timor’y The Pecple and the., Struggle’ - Arnold zable
'Land R;.ghts for Tasmanla & Aboragines' - Michael Mansell

The: Aurukun Stoxy - Lyndun Shea .

Liv:l.ng Black' - Sandra illey.

“'New context 'for the We Irian Strqu}.e - NWonie Sharp

'Eubtle Anatomy of Caplta.lism - Melanie Beresford
Excellent evj.eu oflaesse Schwartz's book of the same name. Includes
comment on - Sx:affg and. his interpreters [Roncaglia, Robinsen, Steedman);
eritieism of the labdur - ‘theory of value and the theury ©of crisis.

No. 351 (1978} . .-

“The Social Character of Time' - David Biggins
Disappointing examination of time as a social concept and the means
by which it affects the development of society.

with some censideration of the economic impacts.

Meqascheme for the, Putarx R.' = Peter Kavo

55

*Sorial Work: The Wolf ir Sheep's Clothing' - PatSkenridge & Ian Lennie
Althusserian critique of the ideology of social work and the role
it plays in the maintainence of capltalist mocial relations.

‘Capitalism: The Australian Way® - Jim XKemeny
Forelgn capita) in Australia and lts effect on the indigenous class
structure. Mainly descriptive,

‘Raymond Williams: The Critic and Society' - Peter Williams
Very find review of Williams' book 'Marxism and Literature®. which
examines the debate between the Romantic Humanists and those
influenced by Althusser and Colletti,

BUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW

Unicn~oriented, magazine which focuses on national issues of interest
to the union movement, as well as including reprints of thecoretical
articles and news of international socialist and workers movements.

No. 63 {Mar 1973)

‘Contemporary Feminism and Socialist Movements® - Barbara Ehrenxeich
Emphasis on the women's movement within the .broader socialist
context., Includes an interesting section on the political
economy of the family under cepitalism.

No. 64 (May 1978)

"History of the Land R.i:ght.s Struggle in Queensland' - Daisy Marchisotti
. Brief history of the Queensland Aboriginals and their struggles
against Federal and State Governmants and mining interests.

‘Economi;:: Notes' - irregulaxr column
Interesting attempt to explain the arguments of ‘Capital’ in seven
pages of diagrams and explanation

Ha. 65 (Aug 197B)

TV witimutTear_s_‘ - Daniel Ben-Horin': : :
" BMnalysis of television as a mass artform. Cr.\tiques manip ulation
theory, content analysis and positive formal analysis. Cffers a
strategy for soc:.alist Tv. . :

68 {Apx 1979)

*Socialist Feminist Theory: An Appraisal' - Ruth Connell
A potpwrri of feminist theories since Engels. Some important
peints raised but not explored in any detail.

‘Racent Theories of the Capitalist State® - Bob Jessop
Perceptive overview of the contributions of Mar¥, Lenin, Gramsci,
Miliband, Foulantzas, the Neo-Ricardiana, .the Capital Logic school
(Altvater, ‘Muller & Neussuess and Rosdolsky) and Claus Offe to an
und;rstanding of the contemporary State.



aémia Marxist journal containing mnalysis of the Australian social
AR P
foraation and theoretical articles.

No. 9. (Oct 1977)

"*Nuclear Madness' - XKelvin Rowley

'Fraser, Carter and the Uranium Market' - Hugh Saddler
‘Fowley outlines the technical problems of the nuclear power industry
and its place in-the structure of capitalism. Saddler attacks the

OH CRITIL ISH, COUNTLR CRITICISM, Anp CUUNTER- PRODUCT i CRTT
: L TIGTE|

laying asida the personal sansitivities, for which'
renownsd, and unfortunately erippled to sowe eXtent by, oo
of & personal or collective nature .ia vital to thé continu
of Marsiam. We should feel fres to offer eriticlsm a
"againat subjectivizm, arbitrariness and and vulgarizatio, Iy
should be based on facts, and criticism should centra
1n addition, to paraphrase Marx, we must -involve curaalves-
critical svaluation, a critical dialogua, which fears neither-ie
nor conflicts with others {including the Astablishment,: as’ such) -

Of_SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT : .

Hichaal E, l:l.llar. Hux

on politi

7

government claims of the future economic benefits of mining and
selling uranium.

‘Timpanarc's Limbo' - Faul Foss and Liz Gross .
Critique of Timpanaro‘s 'The Fraudian Slip" and a defence of the
concept of the.unconscious. Challenging, but at times abscure,
mixture of the ideas of Althusser and Lacan,

No. 10/11 {(pug 1978)

'The #aking of the Australian Industrial Bourgeoisie 1930 - 1975' - Bob
Connell and Terry Irving .
Excellent history of the class changas that followed in the wake of
the First World War and the beprassion,

{b)

'Some Recent Conflicts in the Ruling Class' - Terry 0'Shanghnessy
Examines scme clashes between fractions of the bourgeocisie,
Suyggests a socialist response to these conflicts,

'Melbourne Housing Prices' - Anthony Ward.
Interesting attempt to integrate exchange value and use value of
houses in explaining ground rent.

JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL ECONOMY

Ho. 1 {oct 197%)

‘The Australian Crisis from Boom to Hust' - Michael Brezniak and John Colline
Brief examination of the historical roots and internal dimensions of ;
the current crisis, 1ncluding the: response’ of the State.

"Women and Work‘ Theresa Brennan -
A political economy of women which discusses the exploitation of
migrant women:; the productivity of domestic labour; women as
a réserve army. the position of women in trade unions.

‘The End of the Age of Growth' - Ted Wheelwright ;
Examines the effects of the’internationaYizdtion of capital on
the hustraljan economy.

‘Inflation, Money, Gold and Marx' - Bruce ‘McFariane
Critigue of monetarist economic theory and the neglect of inflation
&8 a-subject .for analysis by Marxists, = .- - '

{c)

Flzat, howaver, let us get rid of tha trivia and wet the record n.uiéhu

work, Dick than dosa the same to mine, Vexy impo

(a} I am momewhat surprised that the allsgad “inaccuracy” va.a taken

up by Dick Faet, since I had explained both in person and in
vriting that we wers dealing with a typing/proofreading axrror,

in which the phrass "and spatial relations® was omitted. 1p
Lact, given the contaxt of Ky argumant, it weakensd my line of
Temsoning not Dick's. To take it up and repaat it several times
is scurrilous. . .

Tha cﬁnux: in which the error cccurred was 4 typescript of a
Presantation I made at the IAG maetings, Townavilla, August 1978,
The typescript contained the note;-

_ “This paper was originally conceived with anpther title
‘The lacunas, lapsas, and ailencea ©of Geography: towards
& de-definition®. Subssquent thought ham shifted the
sxghagis from simply carrying out an ‘archasclogical’
type ressaxch into Geography as one fetishized domain, .
to that of argquing the position of abandoning that domain
altogether for a &ifferant organisation of ‘epistencloglcal
Apace'. . ‘This change in amphasis has delayed completion. of
the full paper, and what is presentsd hers is only.a. .
Summary paper with a partial bibliogzaphy™.. .. PR

-1

This swmary was also circulatsd by ma to twenty individuals in
Horth Amsrica, Britain, and Mustralia, msking specifically.for
critical fesdback before it was xevissd and posalbly -poblished
{in Dick's use of 'external’ domain?]. At the IAG mestings the
oral version was Prefaced in terme of a "possible or -potential
Papexr”. Rather thah being a "papex® In the normal.sensé we
have & saries of notes, comments, thoughts, "in search of a
Papez®, and nesding critical dialogue. %he whole point of it -~
limited circulation was to receiva critical feadback before
coamitting it to the ‘publication eircuit. 1 still have copies -
of this version, which are available for critical review, if
¥OU want to write to me at Simon Praser University. "o, .

P BT P Bews T L -
It ie ironlc that in sccusing me of selactive:quotation from his
rtantly given

Bo. 2 (June 1978)

*Trade Unions, Myth and Reality' - Edward Davis

Investigates the media image and the reality of the organized
working class movement,

Pater
Kogers
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“Hso Tae Tung “On correcting mistakan fdeas in the pacty”, Collected Works,
vel.l, 1967, p.112. . B T

s
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Dick's plea for a "Harxist bioguphy' and my argument against
such & stand, he omits the :critical sentence (italiclzed in the

somwe Lefir. . Hatxist 1a LOL 4 buderce and & guide 1w wwcialied
following). To sst the record agraight here iz the contextual ACLIiOF 4 w.t . -1 historical maveraaliet theory and s pevolut10nacy
pcugnphl AOVE Dt The 1 € <annut be sepavated from the uther wirhout the i b -

sow R

'Radics.l .lnurv-ntian.{l-. Increaningly tinhitdn-hio over
the.last dacade ‘this current-has-attracted many leftward-
drifting libarals. ' fhere has besn & corcern to's ¥pose and
dencunce tha: 1deologlcal distorticns of both- uln-tnm
gecgraphy and its-varisnts listed above ["cutfaged” -
“humantism”-and “benevolsnt poal.tlvi.a-"] In particular™
the works of Marx and his :20th o-ntury interpraters has
bean utilized in thim eritique.. For sowe it fi & genilne
intallactual transition, but for others who learn only a
faw catch-worde and phrasas it is no mors than an academic
- bandwagon, Dnfortunataly for both groups, bacause they
ware not able to ses Geography AN & p:ahlcml:.(c, FT
product like the other ‘social sciences' of a particular
sconomic, political and .id-olog.tc.-ni conjuncture” {capitalism)
the moves by Peat, Santos, Buch =~ Hanstn and Nellson, Soja,
and pthers to craata a .convergence of Geognphy with a”
tradical’. approach is. doomed ta- failure, " 'mzir intarventlons
are futile and unaclentific, aven though ‘Harvey had unmed
. tham @arly oo, that the cooptation of Marxist’ language **
'withéut omvayinq the asience of Harxist thinking; has
affactively preventad tha trua flowering of Harxist thought' ..
. {Pest:quoteal .. ~Thie new-stradght Jacket for Mabxist
_.enquiry. is.than by sowe ‘adsed Léjerdeimiin racanititiitad as
a fusion of a bourgecis d&fscourse’ gedgrap ) 2
aspects of a critical sciance, Maraism, 'Marxist Geography',
11 to produce.’a wholly: oontx;d.icmry ‘discouras” at uou!.d
supause ‘HAXX to tu.m .Ln hh g-rhvn. It de- not ar from that

e

producsnyg gur avory-tower radicalism on the one hand or futile cooptive
political artian on the other.

in 1ts claims to be scientific, Harxism uses & particular mode of
analysis . and explanation (historical materializm}, and a philosophy
tdialectical materitalism). Althusser refers to tha "necessity ... for a tliuor,
which defines 1tself dialectically, nor mersly as a sclence of histery
but 3ls0 and simuitanecusly s a philoscphy that is capable (.. of aceuunt.. -
fur 1tself™ by taking itself and 1ts scientificity as an abject (1969, ) 1)
We can regard historical materialism .as the Mirxist sclence of social
{ormations and their history, and dralectical materisiism as the theory of
the production of knowledge, the - thaory of science, the theoty of the
history of acience, and-the theory of theoretical practice. Therborn
sw"NAriscs the conccp:.icn of sclence used here in t.hil \-‘ny. .
- lll There exists an extemak world Lndependent of men's
conceptions of 1t, of which science tries to gain
knowledge, and which provides lclenoe uith its real
‘ob;ect {Materialist pa-t.ul-t.ul

(2] _What science studies 1s not external reality as it appears
to everyday. sense perceptions, but & r.heoreu'cany”deﬁned
. ohject, by means of which- it strives to gradp thé real -
world {Anti-empiricist thesis). ~"These’ concept.ual d:jcct: .
are. incassantly worked upon and r.:'msfomd Ln the o
scienuﬂ.c production of k.nouledqn- .

3 '.i‘he rise nf a new Icience ... meana’ above all the ‘discovery
production of a nev system of concepts difining dn objuct of
systematic inveatigaticn. This entails a bhreak with previous
conceptualizations (Discontinuist thasis ol.' r.he history of
lciennel e

Q)

{4). A basic d.ift'-:nm:t batween science and quo'log"y'is ‘that the
former is an open systam of questions asked of ifs cbject;
the answers to.which are not prejudged.’ Idéclogy, -on the
other hand, iws.charactorised by posing problems whose solu-
tions are pre—ordained, produced outside the cognltive procass.
1deological quastions conatitute a wirror in which the ddeologm-
.. cal :ubjgct can_ recognize its own ideclogical saolutions .:.

.uthor- npcnt wary: amur miztaken) "~ Dick’hibael’

pri.nud h.'l.l pnwrty u-r.icl- vit.hour. coment o_r: updating in his

;md ‘buile m_~hy -ylult :Ln A -.lnulcrlpt on poverty to be published
- i 1979 by Onford: Un.lwr-ity ‘Prass -nu point belng to learn from our
: Ll

* (5) Mo extarnal proof of the t.ruth ‘of a lcience [can be given “The
verificarion of scientific propo-it.ionl is itself part of
:ci-ntiﬂc pr-ctlu {Anti-pragmatic theais)® (1876, p.60).

In short Althumser iisted t.hl thru cl-nenr.- of -chnc- as, "a materially
existing cbjact. a ‘theory, and .l -uthod' Hots thlt in cnntrndi:tinction
to science, therd is ldedloqy. - ldaology is a gnncru eoncept shich lnvolves
both mitérial practim- and thé ideas 1nr.-r|:ui.nad with them, it iz a system
of "repnunr.ntlm of the vo:ld but of uh.lch doea fAQt refer to the world
a3 an objecr. extsrnal ‘to that -y-ta-.' It 1% = livtd .'utionship with the
world in terss of gnctlcnl and institutional id.-ologiu _and more or less
cystematlc framSworks and - thuoriu nbout. the natural and ‘social world in
the form of theoretical 1dcnlnq1e|. Azt.hough “th 1 . Ldaologieu are often
defined as "the imaginary ways in which people -xpcrhnce the real world",
i1t] is much mord complex than ... that, Ideoldqy im not werely false consciousness,
error or sllusion; it is authantic, but tlosad, that is it only investigates
and relates Lo a certaln limited part of social resality and cannot produce

practice ol t.hou 1 ¢

atill on the thrashold- of -Marxisi;:within® the’ Aiateuies} ' jacgraphy’ f
which wa recaived ocpr tralning, currant nployuent., etc) the orlgina and
continuanca .6f ‘a:particularisnd-historicaklyspé Avision “eplstens-
logical space”, geographys the:xoleiof ~spata® ’“E__gj ie
dismissad Just as s fetishism, anymore than Eriticiaes of B
can ba oounur—criticiud by b-i.ng nmd tc\:uhin;ic too. Thesa crucial

concepts and tearms baling used,




60

knowledge ot anything ouir.l_ide 1t. The limitations are .not innocent, of
couras, but function to support and reproduce that limited reality.*

Prom science and ideology we can move onto the notion of problematic -
which wa have both invoked from time to time, A problematic is & gpecific
unity of a theoratical complex, whether scientific or jideological, which
serves to conceptualize and delimit auch a corplex. This.complex governs
not aeraly the sclutlona tjut 1t is .capable o! providinq, but the problems/
questions it can pose, tha forw in which they 'are posed, and detarmines what
is exciuded {hence my aarlier znhrenca to ‘llcu.rue. llpacl, and lllences")

'mau are pa:hnp- f.our turt.han um naad by - Dick whlch we should ‘be -
clear about, too: "radical”, which can ba quickly -disposed of in its literal
meaning of ‘xoot, root cause, or fundacental principle”;.“fetishism" is
erbraced, in the Althunu'inn notion of atructural causality {the effectivity
of & structure on its slemants} and is linkad to ideclogy. . In these terms
a fetish is an cbjective structure of the social formation which is imposed
on mOst pecpls by a newéhmian they do not understand, a mechanism which
determines that structure as the obiective mode of appearance of reality;
“relative autopomy® is very much s concept in .vogque &t the mcment. Drawing
from Engel's letters*® {n which hs -emphacizes the non reducibility of légal
and political forms to aconomlc phenomena, Althusser has argued that the
legal/political and ideological levels of society.are characterized by a

:elatxvurnu:momy“ froe the economic base... These levels or structuxes
ctake concrete fom in. ntc:i&l apparatures (luc.h an :those’ of the state,
courts, atc, ). ‘,I-.hcir auh specific-unity and coherence, their
relativa nu:mcwy.» En:h Plays a part. in detarmining .wocial..events,
although the aconcmic structurs remains “determinant: itn ‘the last instance*.
This conception makas acientific mensa in the way Althusser, Poulantzas
and others have used it, but it . is.not a .concept- t.hat. can ba app].ied
necepsarily to or.hn: concepts, donn.tnl, Htg, aee E

Luuy wa c.m mtxon dialectlcl as ludl The dinlecr.ic im the
“study of contradiction the very essence of cbjects” gr "the dactrine of
the unity of oppositas®. But very importantly we should stress that we
are danling with H.l.rxltt., hot _Hegelian. dialectica. ~Hegelian dalectica
presuppose “a simph nrlginll unity which davelops;within- itaslf by
virtue of 1t.l mqnttvlty, and. throughout its development only: sver restores
the orlginal simlicity l.nd unity in-an- evex more ‘concrete' tatality"

4 Sea O Dmmel]. Sr.ewml md lann.(a (1973) P § mwu had reasen to pursue notions
of “idaoclogy”, and "culture” further:in  two-recent: papers: (1978a,-1978b) .

*¢ for sxample to Bloch (9/1890), Schmidt (10/1890),. Ha.hxing £31/1893;. apd
Stnrkenbu.rg (1/1&94), BT S-alected Carteupondnnce. N -

*%s I think the cancept of !DCihtylf_hltv’Hn &an ‘bufld from this does make
-ci-m:iﬂc senngs » dl.n).-ct.!.cal structure ef d.ln:inct Jbut related structures/

LIk

the first moment 't'o X
comaa™? {1969, p.113)
autanceay and deurn.tna:j.on
fLru tuo. need nuch mr- ]
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{Althussar, 196%, p.197}. Dlalsctics in a Marxist usage are naver univocal,
noxr for that matter equivocal. 1he eontndictlom reflact in their vary
naturs a uhtiomhlp to the unavennass of & colplu vhou, dat-r-lncd hy
the mtructured cosplexity that ansign thes to their 1o ;
Althusasr's term, are pverdatarminad !eoqhuly-un:t
That s, dialectical processss are complex procen:
whola, and mo cailed "simplicity” or the "aimplé cita: rii' ?
product of complexity.  This conception makes Marslit ‘dislectics a sclantific
rather t.hln an ideological noticn, snd ohe Eo ba used uith cara and nol:
converted into & series of adjcct.l.vn.‘l dlalectics with no -un.lnq.

Where do ideas coms from?

Idans, knowledge, and “divisions of knowledge” ars something that are
produced. Thay axe not innats and they do not fall from the sky, and as
Map continued, "ideas come from soclal practios and from it alons ... it is
wan's sécial balng that dataymines his thinking ..." In other words idmas
are shaped by our materisl lives, mocial- practice, by activity in the.
struggle for production,. !.n Clasy: -t:uggh, ‘and- Ln nc.lcntl.ﬂc and ur.ist..l.c
pursuits,

Ideas that are producnd hmw: nood to bo pxoduced by a certain means,
the p:nducr.fm of a problematic, . As. s structure:or. framewcrk; & problematic
consints of certain spscific eleasants such aa t.h.or!.u and coficepts ‘which
are joimd .Ln dafinite ways. One.of the most isportant’ ptopu:tln of the'
prohhnr.i.c uud £0 produce orthodox. geography is that it is "closad”, that
iz r.hnr. it can nnlr investigate a oartain limited domain ot wchl readity
and l.u unlbh to produce koowladge of -.nythlng onu.ldn thh domain, Thus
geogkaphexs can produce knowladgs which.is: dnc:ipr_i.v- of spatid) patterns,
but t.hoy cannot give us knowledge of how theie . pattersis ‘are genarated. So
long s social selantists. continue to use this .problesatic (bourgaois
geography) they are. constrained in advancing oux- knml'dg- of aocial
formations. Mot thn-. such puct.!.oo ism: 1nnoonnt! “Aa BELdn Hudlon has
commentad, gtoqupby in the ninatesnth century” "was vdqomully pmnot-d “er
largely, if not malnly, to verve tha interasts of impexialism in its various
aspacts including territorial acquisition, sconomic .uploiutlon, militariam,
and the practice of class and race domlnation™, That is, this particular
is a theorstical Mhol.oqy, it mystifisa our- um}antmdi.ng of -
for .nsplc.\ghm i¢. takes "space” as pricr to scclety! and
_to reproduce -tha n::hti.ng .oc.lal lu.-u:tu.n. 'mnt-hids-ui to’

Where doew ﬁeograbhy"mﬁ from? .- -

Econoalcs as a discourse amerged as a concomitsnt of the rise of what
this discourse was shout, & pev type of acoromy, capltaliswm. That is, a»
[ prnbllut.lc 1t was the product of pnrtiwlu' ‘social formations ina
particular hhtﬂtlcul paricd. feonjuncture) , Boc.lol.ngy wis & term coined -
by ca-nt- Ln 1838. after .the bourgeois: uvuluttonl e lngoly Gver, and™
in the. po:iod whnn a count-r-nvoluﬂ.onuy on emu had nt in.» !ouclult
i t 'mnuungs‘-"
it ha# led him
10 the space

retical and insstitional iddology
srected. h\ respons to pard.:u.‘nx sat of dsmands brought n_bout ‘by the
soclal n.‘l.nt.tonahjp- detarmined . nt [ ¥ Elrt.l.culu conjunet.uu s g-nte-z

) T ‘ S
* See :hapt.u'l 2 md 3 of 'nu:hom us?s)
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for the ruling class, sxplorer for the Royal Geographical Soclsties,
apologist for the inhumanities of industrial revolution, colonialism, and
impériatism.” It is an intereating exarcise to ¢lance back at-the hmdbooul.
the Commrcial Geographies of the psriod. Tha bisic constraints of that ®'
problematic have not simply avaporatad with the passage of yun. though
having weathered ﬂu .atagnation of a post-colonial, pou-axplont.lon pariad.
ita hurdalnq rationale now 1ies in terms of dsferica of ‘ths imgarvium
againet mtnct.lon. nr.l.onn.'uul:lm of .new natworks of flows and somminds,
and the affectlve 1mt1nn of _ths comsponant parts of & nev-glabal cconow.
The tools and crafts may now carry the venser and sophistication of a” technocratic”
1d-oloqy but the basioc alesents of the ninetesnth century ‘dlacourse and its
theoretical ideclogy remain.

social pradoxinatas over sclentific knowledge. To tackle “space™, an
Dick does, wuhl.n & puticulu bouxgeois discourss, geography, and then
claim a huxl;t Lnurpuutlnn is Ldealist; and it is Hegalian too ir that
it concaives the real spice Per Se, as the "result of & self-synthesizing,
self- d.npming and uu moving t.houqht' {Althusser, 1§69, p. 188) ., .

“In nthlr vcrdl we havc hare a conlullon h-tvnn t.ht hbour n! production
of scununc lmouhdq- lnd "the ganastic procesas of the concrate: ftael}t® on
the ona hmd. and on the other hand “universal concapts” that ﬂ.;urn at
the baginning o! t.h. process of knowlsdge ars taken to be the easence and
wotor of the pzoccu. In Althussarisn terms you take “Generality I, which
theoratical practics is to tranaform into knowlsdge {Ganerality III), for
tha esssnce and motor of the transformation pro::n- itself®. In tarms of
an Annlogy, .one night X . . )

Geography An the 18%0s . - Teee TR e

Guoquphy o:d.lu to th.h day as a prebhuuc withi.n “the 1denloq.1.c-l
laval of clpinnl: dnn.inlt-d social formatichs.. N ntuz how many "de-
dcu.ni.t.inn" papers .I. vriu I cmnor. wish that structurs and appaTatus sway -<
it has “taxts”, “taachera®, "d-patt-nu' and so on, snsuringita reproduction’
Howsver lacking a theoretical basa that relatas it to & real ohjccr. of
its own, gecgraphy is not.a . resal ar.-i-no-. but xather a by-p:oduct “6f ““various
nchnlcu-ldnlnhtr chniquas, idecloglcal tachniquas of social adapta- -
tion and readaptatlop®. .In short;:a theoretical:idsology. - Such a dlscodrae
ray of course claim for iteslf a “ecientific” status, lino- it-uses ‘methods
which are oo-only called 'lclmuﬂ.c" (t.houﬂ'a -dafined ‘independently of -
the npcc!.ﬂc.tty of their presumed _objacts) .- Althussar ‘notes that a- dllcourn, :
like qoognphy. ny tM.nk “like svery trus scisnce, that thay hava &n ‘cbject”,’
in cur case “"space”, ‘lhln “they are. wmerely -dealing with a certain givan
reality that is u;y\uqr 4imputed and torn batween. several coppeating ‘sclences’,
4 cartain domain of phancmsna not yet constituted into mclantific ficts and
thersefors not uni!:l.edl disgiplines which in thalr present fors cannot
constituta true, thoonﬂ.cd. practices becauss moat oﬂ:an they on!.y hnvc t:.ha
wilty of a tachadeal - Enct.lm' l1969. p 171!. R

. "jult. an well chin t:hnt 1\: h l:h- Eual r_hot by is Mnlncticsl
Vlutodanlopnant pmduc-l the,. tsam sngina,. the factories, and '
_all tha oxtrmtdinlry udm cnl. wachanical, physical; chemical,

and electrical apparatus uhl.r:h makes ita axtraction:and its
innumerable transformations possible today" [Ibid[,

So Dick h.u,u victin, llong vid\ m-: othor g-oqnphon . to &N :Ll.lusion.
becauge like cgd t.hay imposs on the. runty of theorstical practice an
ldeol.oqx:d ccpt!.on IPIO. . llong with ite . function-and. uanlng.

g.-l-ct.ic n! pnct.lo-. tho ablr.zlct gen-nnty at
the, b__cqinning (G.no:ll.ltr I} [apace], that _is the generality ..
uaz‘kcd on, is npot the sams s the. generalicy that does - the work
tccnqrnllty 11} [tempos of anaven d-wlopnnt] -and-even lass .is
e th spcciﬂ.c ,,qor;,lity,.:lc_en ul_l._l:y JEII) .,-pmduccd_-hy.-[thh;
‘labours -a knowledge (the concretathesceticéal) [wievenly developed
) uginnul/q].nbll P t.nm-].f,ccmr-.l:l.ty il {which works) :in not st
au the -L-ph Aavalopment of Generality X .it's. pansaga {hNowaver
x}_from un in- 4 : the for-itsalf; for Generality II
.undar .. oonlldlrnti.on [mu:uu] and

uuxl.l- and G-ggrghg

Glven, 113. d:- pnmdiug oo—nta lnt us ulu th- u-gunmt one’ Btage
furthar, md loak at a particul ax prd:lu tacklsd by some’ Harxists currently
"working” (thcu;; d:vicvua:l.y 4n A contradictory sensa) ‘within'this bourgeoh
domain, geography. We can look “at the attespts at reaxonirg uied in moving
from “space* :hxvugh “laws of uneven davelopsant”™ to “spatial patterns™,
“forms” or "processsa’. We can compara this to thé dialectical procass
that Althussar danotes by the terms Ganerality I, II and III. Generalicy l
is the concept, the abstraction which:cooatitutas: the raw materiil of ™
theoretical pract.icc, and as such it is not a-"given”™, but an’ already’ '
worked-up material from pravious pradtics that can ba part lctenr_iﬂc. part
!.dno.‘l.oqiul u.... -¢an: ba’ part -sbatraction, Adea, - u-.tmunn) Spgcc 2_5_ e
pn-uppo-u the :d.lunuo of ;the structurad whole:iof sofisty, a h Tical]
spacific = catagories in -use .are ‘NOot Hegelian; but a
of the Marxist dialy ctic (the only two -dlalactical- ‘mathods we -can ‘facognide) .
In other. words 'npam cannot b considarad in: ‘dsclation; ‘As Rogér Lae has = - °
noted, g-og:aphicnl patterns are not-autonomous) they ‘are very-much ‘those '~ 7
of class and structure ... power merui::l.ng institutions ‘such as’ private
cwnarship, an’ intreasing concentratad structure of:capltal; and atate -
planning in the face of:the; dynamjics of. inter-metropolitan ‘Cowpetitici-are
the crucis, 1 ,A_and in_this context “‘spaca® . is both -iriert and‘{ qniﬂ.cant .
AN r-qltmu ttarns. t.h-n arw the mpatial AXPreangion: ‘af “the doginant ‘mode
of production. To understand tham lts necessary to mdcntmd that moda”
(1976). In other words space does not haye abh ontological dutonosy, 'Lt /-
conly exiats in Pick's terms within the theoretical ideclogical framework
spacific to & particular problamatic. Tha ideclogical framework hers is
bourgeaois gecgraphy, a particulaxr conjunctural rasponas where the practico-

ty. m\nn dnv-lopmnt] worka
per sal) iy h veor working on itself ...

1 on' of g-mnllty, but
this form talls us nnt.h:l.ng about it, fnr 1€ has bacoms a different
a1t ds 0o longer sn 18s0logical. gensrality,. nor.cne

b.ionqlnq o an ulht pl;n‘un of t.ht‘ -chnot. but in . cvuy_unu a

.abatractis . - ‘nl patum- h:r lt.- oW
‘of um—hur-.lnm aut —qcnuir (m-v- -dcwlopunt). Sutch..
Hag-l -n l.og-lc i mlr.-.l. ﬂ.d.

; r.od. 1opn|m: but on the oantnry .l.t
i r.h- mo\nniy d-w!o 'dwopt_\cnn pnttlrn which lead ub to. the abstract
. 0 0F 1deoloqy, dou B

g abas by m_don.i.ng its id-o!.oglcn Ernhlcmﬁc
... and going on to establish the acuvi.:y of the new theory
*in another slament’, in the fialdd of a new aclentific .problematic™.
{Ibid, pp.192-3).
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Now 1 have corprsassd & vary complex procasa of Alt.hun::.l.m
argumentation hare; but:1-think it clearly dllustrates the p:obhu of

-ghoss taking & concapt, “space”, dafined by a particular prd:l.nuuc.
. geography, attampting still to work within the lattar, yat ak ‘the “"','_

time erying o ask ¥adical quul:lom by invoking “Marxist® concopta.
Obviously that demands an unpox!omlc intallectual somersault/high’

. dive/piroustts all- rolled into onal® ‘fts contrédictory scientifically

meaninglesw  idegldgical, and above all, non-Marxist, In Hao's words
again, “empty,"dry, .dogmatic formulas 4o irdeed dentroy the creativa
moodt not only that, they first destroy ihnd.-n. boqut.h: 'lun.h-' is

" nat Hu:l.lll. it .1.- -nu.-mnd.u-"

Honu =y phn tor 'd.-d-tmttion and the sbandonment of a' lciontificany
t-nabh position “Marxist hyphen Geaography”. Historicsl/dialectical
materialism is essentiml for what would ba a transceandance of qeoqnphy,
much "in.the way Marx: tranacendad classicasl ecénoulcs, ‘and \-.hc dcvtlopnent
of the sclence:of soclety. Harxist® ‘theoretical’ pnndu hai net ‘yet
producad ‘a ‘science of . 'm.wn d-vclopmt/-nvirbn—nt' al K uglonu study
of social !o:;ut.lonl.

“The H.nm-t theozstical pncdu of & ghtemlogx of r.ha history

of science, of the history of :ld-alogy,cot tha* h:l.- ry of phil.o-ophy.
.of the history of ut. has yat ln large Pare” nstituted.
Hot-that thire are not 'Maixists who in woiking ‘in thess donai
have acquired much rwal sxperiance thers, but they 2o not have
behind them the squivalent’ of Cnp_iul or'ot ‘ nvulu:ionary
practios of. ‘a-centixy’ of Mariists. ’ Thel B 3 n
+in_front: of tham, ll‘. ln.l still bl bo ‘ccn opcd or sven’ e

correaponds to nhl tbiect, not to
sd ‘that -it-is a m t.hoonr.icnl Pr
.. practice: ' It im ‘for this ‘purposs they ;
.- dialéctic, .as the sole mithod that cah anticipate “thi ix
i practice by :drawing:up .dth formal ‘conditicas At "cu "t.h-
. utdlisstidn of :[dlalectical*matarislisi] is not’a 1
-+, ite forwulset(the formulea of-the dialactlc, “of satariaiisn) to Y
Lo prea-exiscing .content’ ;. the mxna.‘l. appucnt.lon : eonccpt is
paveriequivalent to ‘4 theo tical” Er-cuec. Tha appil tion changes
-.nothing in the externally’ ‘Sarived truth bur. ‘ita s
incapabls of p:oducing any xeal” t:.tmtom ‘loa” o! tha ru
_meoadve it i..t (i, pp.269-703. g o
) & TomE nE . “
uqn in a.nub Lo the~ mu-ﬁcdm :l.n vh!.ch
Geographera® are -caught; - the- lttnlpt to
to a theorstical idaclogy™ tgeoqnphy) *produc
ingless mame, that of mm-t‘thoqnphy. ™ appnc-nt.i.on ‘Gf the *laws®
of the dlalactic to such and such a result aplunl pnthrn' lat us
-say, *sakes pgt ons Lot of" d.lﬂ-nn “to th 2 the’
practice ... W a into sd 1de
t.hhlm-tht!uu iiam

struggld ‘whois ‘ruas
u “and ‘guldad’ by ‘it a8 by ‘0o’ othex 1in ths worla™
similarly then we cannct nmt'ﬂ-il"snlth's ‘Phravis aa Tlck does, Without
falling into = contridictions we must transcend these monumants to nineteanth/
twentisth ‘Gantury pnct.io- 1n c-pl.n_.lut 5 ciel’ totlll.ttnns, and

o PMG‘ATISH
1]

P
a pragmatic utiuty ‘at the pnunt time,
a*Talks &t the Yenam Forum on Litersturs and Art* Selacted Works, vel.d, p.94
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aa does the bouzgea.l- university. Marxists working within geography as an appa-
_Eatus or using unevan davelopment as theix point of departure®, ars as Dick
tightly points out, paid by the inatitution, halp repioduce the institu-
tion and its component parts. But we should not allow such pragmatism

to seduce us into believing that geognphy and the bourgeols university
are other than what they are: pncr.tmn to serve tha intsrests of capital.
Fortunately such practices are not without contradictions snd it is these
we should -xp.’noi.t without deviatirig ona moment from our commitwant to
Marxism. Paper Tigers {pp.24-26) speils out soma of these contradictions;
in producing reasoning skills and critical sbilicies in orday to ready
students for the production systam, -nn. to devalop a critical analysis
of capitalism ditaelf ars unleashed, t.h- theoretical ideclogy of the uni-
vereity inhibits radical developments by its inmistence on detachmant and
neutrality, whilst at the same time holding to a liberal notion of academic
freadom, which preventa radicals being too easily removed. However these
contrndx.ct.ionu. and ot.h-x-, in a w'll.vcr-ity are not meraly presented to
one to ba exploited, they must be struggled for. W must battle over
departmental and unlw.ulqr Adm!.ni-tz:nhiw affairs, over the naturs of the
curriculum, courue content. hir.tnq. tenure, departmental dsmocracy, etc.
We mast help mm:u uithi.n gaoqrnphy to get jobs.” At the same time this
praqmt.ic appxmch munt not become our on 1y interest, it must not sap

our strength away from wo:k in H.lndlt thm:y and practice {which I know
to my pernona]. coEt CAn SO -u.u.y hnpp:nl , Wa must not ovexestimate its
importanca nor Dust we neghct ou:: lciont!.f.lc pncr.lcc.

“It iz a lr.ruggh that necds to go further, to link up
with workers' strugglea agdnlt capital, and to braak down
the exiating centralisation of knowledge which separates

. workan trom, on the on. hlnd. the k.nwludga neceasary to

" take over pxoduction processes r.hmalva-, and on the other,
the undenundinq of cl,pi.tlli.ln whieh revaals thé necessity
for . t.hh. This struggle in & ‘atriggle to and that same
lpeclll poaition of the unlvatll.ty that currently makes it
a privileged varitage point* (P aper-Tigers, pp.25-6).

As a branch of the tree of political power, as an axtension of sovereignty
by other opeans, the \miver-lty has survived many & borar-fromwithout and
a carver-of-initials in the bark. But to liberate the branch mears not
to sit comfortably in our seminar/coffee xoome ansconced on the safe
geographical branch, ner'te sit on it and whistle the “Marsellaise” or
the "Internationale®, rather it means to saw it off. In the last analysis
the only means to liberate ourn-l\nl from.the Geography we have come to
know are those moves which cunl:r:l.but- to the process of 1iberation from
fetishired geographical pncum and the wiversity ideology. of which it
is & part.: Our pragmatic use of "quoqraphy or "universmity” must never
let us loose sight of that.

CONCLUSION

Harxism is.a ttmory/-ciancn of t.ha lptci.ﬂ.l’: lcnh of human practice
(ceﬂno-ic pracd.m, 1 ! on, lcho).ogi.cn.l. practice, scientific
pracua! in -ochl !nr—tionl, ch of \-.hq-. levels is ralatively autoncious,
each pruanu us vu-.h d}.!fe:i.ng typn of indvinl ohjcct or raw materials,

which are t.rnn-!omd i.nto d:lt!annt typu of productsy to the degres that

" o1 am grataful to Tow Wilker for miggesting that altarnative
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-and his need Tts Rnswexr comments like yours

L. Althuaex’ (1969), P‘or.Marx. :

R. O‘Dcnnen Fs Srgvens, md E ’unnie (1973 .

thera ars reglcnal studies of those levels and prncr.ice wa can nay those
regions of Harxiss sre ralatively autoncmwous. Outslde of Mariswm as the
sclance of soclety are only the mathematical and physical sciences. Heither
the convergance nor synthasis of theoretical ideologies like mociology.
economica, anthropology or qeoguphy can achisve such a coherent attempt

to study the totality of social sxistance, whathar they becomns - adjectival

"Marxist” disciplines or nat. aince they are scientifically incapable of

sharing the openness of Marxiam. Howaver, £o 1nd.i.cat'.a that the' transcendence
of thoss domains or discourses to Hlndsm .lq needad, ia not to ‘achieve it.
Goran Therborn's ‘cloming words of Sclen class and society, “the extent

to which ... Et_-hil] van pm{ﬂ c-pa.ble of _:na.ll.:ﬂ.ion will not depend on
intra-scientific eventa ‘alons. ‘The risa an foruation of the soclal sciences
ware determined by the clus -tmgglaa of pl' culu- historical societiesn,
and so, no doubt, wi.u bc t.halr tun:her development OX wre sted development.
Thus the quaatio fa futm davclop-nnt of soclal ncianoes in’ the direction
of hi-r.orlca]. mate hlian rumain- open —- nbcwa n.‘l.l tn t-_hone of ‘us who are
comittad to working !ux it” (p 429). .

-..il.!til

perlonnlly t.hmk it .ll an emmus, and extzmrdinuﬂy nealthy step
t‘oruards that we can p\bl.icly x'ev.I.ew our .uork ‘without ‘fear. In attempting
to reply to Dlr.:k's CONCern lbout my pouib e = srepzuenutirm of his work

‘the last USG Newsletter
'rlarx.l.-t—-hyphon-ccogxaphy“‘ [ﬂ:on a pariona]. ccnnun.lcat.toni 1 hope that we
have, begun & fruitful interchange in wihich many may “Join.' LI [ attempt
to demystify “spaca”, -nd ua it as .Lde sgical. oonmpt within oy without
a "Harximt Glography I way hn ninunders' mgled Althusser, and
have anded up wy-f_tfyl.ng -yult., ,-me .h:po ei.nq that I have attespted
a critical dladogue. I dalibeiately chose en Althusserian exposifion because
I know from conversstions with -pick, that lika -yullf, he i very sympathetic
to that pu.‘ticulaz -ciunt_tﬂc n'coomt. : B .

Houwr, I st mntinually mmi.nd ny-elf. bnr.h in terms of personal
cr:l.t.iqueu (inc.lud:l.ng auto-crittques of ona's ovn prnctice. like my "Human/
Inhuman Geoqrnphy and in cxit.lques of the ideologicnl and scientific
practice of others that we ihould alyays bear in mind Lissitsky's warning
that in par-onal dnvulupamnt. each form is ‘the frozen’ teupox'ary image of
a process. ;. Thus any work nernly repreae_ntl n lr_aqing point in the process.
boeo-ing, pot s fixed goal™.

_~-' Jsrn)i'dta.le.', _}}ﬁat;;’:li‘a. Novemher 1978
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CTHANGES IN NEWSLETTER EDITING, PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION

gzin:G;o ;he decline in numbers of active DSG members in vancouver

e o grzén:hggﬁ, ;hich was held in Vancouver in #ay, decided to'
pard as Nevsletter co-ordinator nd

fipal editiuy and production nsl o ghife the

Rinaesnoiin. functions of the Newslettar to

The address for the Hewsletter co-oriinator is

Bric Sheppard
Departaent of Geography
Gniversity of Hionesosta
#inneapolis, KN 55455

[ L7

:hg i;hedula for editing and publicarion of tha newvsletter inm 1373
o a0 (VOlUPE 5) is givan overleaf. Please send contributions
t> the apprapriate addresses.

Petails of tha AGA and its deci
acisioas relating to othe
appear in tha next issue of the Wewsletter. ’ T patters wiil

.

ANNOUYCEBENT: US5G (BRITISH ISLES) ARNUAL MEETINGS

The 036G (Brltlsp Isles section) will be organising sessions at the
Institute of British Geographers Annual Zonference at Lancaster
Unitarsity, January 2 to 5, 1980. W2 expect to hold one *officialt
session within the IBG progracuwe, In addition, we hope to have
eyenqu US6 warkshop sessions (and the USG (BI) AGH}.

If you would like t2 oprganise a work
e shop, give a presentatio
have suggestions for the meeting, ulease.contnut P tone ox

Jo Foord or Malcolm Forbes

26 Teesdale Road

Laytonstone

LONDON EI} IRQ (please use postcod i
oo ) ] p e to ensure delivery)
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NEVSLETTER PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

VOLUME 5
137915480
ISSUE DEADLIKE EDITORS PUBLICATIOR DATE
1 Aug 15 *79 Hark Garner Sept 15 79

pepartunent of Gezoyraphy
University of Wwiscomsin
Nadison RI 5370s

Usk

2 Sapt 1 '7% Jo Foord oct 15 '73
26 Teasdale Road
Leytonstone
LONDOK EVY 1NQ
zagland
tuse postcod: to eusure delivery)

3 Dac 15 '79 John Holmes Jan 13 '80
Departmaent of Geography
gugens University
Kingston Oot.
Canada

4 Har 1 '80 ? April 1 *'B80
Bot yet arrangea - volunteers, please contact
pric Sheppard, Newsletter co-ordimator

U5G TEXTBCOK PROJECT

Last sutumn, contributions were solicited for a proposed textbook
tha* could be used to present a socialist alterpative to mainstraan
geography. It was felt that this would be a pelitically important
vonture and one which could perhaps be csrried out under the auspicss
of the 0S5G. The sventual deadline for manuscripts was Harch 31,
1379, Unforrunately, sufficient contributions were not forthcoming
and this meant that the project would either have to be shelved or
that the coordinators would be regquirad to write most of the first
draft. Eventually, it was decided that the foreer was the only
reasonable course. The textbook project has beer shelved
indefinitely due to & lack of response by potential contributors.

ge still remain compittsd to such a project in principla. It is
politically vital that the growing number of socialist and other
syepathetic teachers have an introductory text for use in the
classroos. Therefosre, we wvoald ask that the USG reaffirm its
commitment to this project, again in principle, inm the hope of
succeeding at some later date,

Neil Smith
Phil D'Keefe
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