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Abstract
There are many critical analyses of the murders of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, both Black
people killed by American police officers in the last year, as well as explanations about the
connections between these murders and the unequal, racialized and gendered mortality of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Missing in many analyses is the erotics of anti-Black racism; more
explicitly the anti-Black racialization of sex and the sexualization of Blackness. This
commentary opines that anti-Black symbolic representation in popular culture and history – the
Black man as Predator, the Black woman as Alien – meshes with White supremacist political
culture to legitimate the callous indifference to Black life.
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Half a century ago, James Baldwin (1965), Frantz Fanon (1967), and Joel Kovel (1971) asserted
that erotic and sexual racism is fundamental to the pleasure principle of power; quite specifically,
the pleasure of sadistic sexual power in colonialist and racist regimes. At the point of existential
articulations of the imperatives of White supremacist institutions and systems, racist sexual
dominance remains a current running through arrests, beatings, murders, surveillance, strip
searches, and stop and frisks of Black people. Equally, sadistic sexual racism is canalized by
malignant neoliberal policies of racism that choke, chop, imprison, starve and sicken Black
individuals, families and communities (Curry 2017; Foster 2019; Kitossa 2021; Lemelle 2010;
Roberts 2011; Thomas 2007; Wynter 1994).
Consistent with sexual racism, a variety of population control mechanisms, including
criminalization, mass imprisonment, segregation, sterilization and toxic exposure, express the
anti-Black genocidal imperatives of capitalism and White supremacy (Dillon 2012). By means of
the bureaucratic administration of Black death-making, the “necropolitical state” (Mbembe
2003) empowers manifest and latent White supremacists (conservatives and liberals alike) to
seek Black submission through the enforcement of ordinary rules of social organization. But
what has (White) police and vigilante violence and COVID-19 to do with the sadistic sexual
racism of (White) individuals and the White racial state?
Here we turn to the murders of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor by police this year –
but we must go beyond the incidental that George Floyd and Breonna Taylor were both African
Americans. Relevantly, Floyd’s autopsy revealed he was COVID-19 positive, and Taylor was
soon to be a nurse, bringing into sharp relief the realities of the pandemic, since the virus
disproportionately affects Black communities and since many Black women are in caregiving
positions at high risk of contracting the virus. But neither Floyd nor Taylor were understood as
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human beings made vulnerable to the virus through racisms and deserving support during the
pandemic. Rather, they were seen only as threats to be literally eliminated through murder, a
deadly truth that speaks to the persistence of sexualized anti-Black racist tropes – him as
Predator and her as Alien.
The Predator
What makes Black men killable (Van Natta 2011), rapable (Brenner 2007; England 2017),
torturable (Guarino 2013), castratable (Heggs 2014; Holcombe and Moon 2020) and demonized
(Campbell 2020) by White cops and vigilantes? There is Ahmaud Arbery, killed in Brunswick,
Georgia by a retired cop, Gregory McMichael, and his son, Travis McMichael. There is George
Floyd, killed by Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin. And the list goes on… As Douglas
Flowe (2020), Tommy Curry (2017), Vincent Woodard (2014) and Greg Thomas (2007) all
demonstrate, each of their murders form part of a pattern of search and destroy since transatlantic
slavery.
Plantations, slave ships and the auction block – sites for the manufacture of exploitable
labour – set the trend. While the myth that Black men (and women) did not feel pain emerged
during slavery (Washington 2006), the myth that Black men are superhuman did not fully
develop until the 1930s Tuskegee syphilis experiment (Randall 1996). 50 years after this
medically sanctioned experiment on Black men, the 1987 Hollywood film launched the Predator
series (Travis 2018), depicting a big, dark, “dreadlocked” and super virile male. White art
converges with White medical science and White history to reconfigure anti-Black White
supremacist violence as justifiable, anticipatory self-defense against violent Black men incapable
of feeling pain.
So great a portent of danger were Black children believed to be that in 2005 William
“Bill” Bennett, former Secretary of Education for President Ronald Reagan and a popular radio
talk-show host, suggested aborting them, if crime reduction were the political objective (Faler
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2005). Making this comment on his syndicated talk show, Bennett was only following through
on the genocidal logic implicit in an earlier, written declaration about young Black men. Along
with his co-authors John DiIulio and John Walters, he asserted in race-coded language that
(African American) youth are “super predators”: “radically impulsive, brutally remorseless
youngsters, including ever more pre-teenage boys, who murder, assault, rape, rob, burglarize,
deal deadly drugs, join gun-toting gangs, and create serious communal disorders” (Bennett et al.
1996: 27). Clearly prenatal genocide was more efficient than throttling Black babies in their
cribs; Black infant deaths are routinely manufactured through racist policies that breed disease,
poverty and starvation among Black families. Prenatal genocide is more efficient, as well, than
the more laborious task of police murdering Black children, youths and adults in the streets.
Although considered controversial at the time, Bennett’s views are not extreme, but part
of long established traditions in the highest circles of American politics. In 2006, Hillary Clinton
praised her spouse President Bill Clinton’s 1994 Crime Bill for its containment of those she
referred to as “super predators” with “No conscience, no empathy” (C-Span 2016), in
vocabularies saturated with anti-Black connotations. Joe Biden, Democratic senator in Delaware
in 1994 and now President-elect of the United States, was an enthusiastic supporter of Bill
Clinton’s “get tough on crime” policies. Like the Clintons, Biden mobilized the trope of
dangerous Black men to justify draconian anti-welfare and pro-criminalization policies,
launching the mass incarceration of young Black men in the United States. It is ironic that in
hindsight the dispute is whether Biden used the term “predator” or “super predator” (see Reuters
2020). Does it matter?
The Alien
Across the United States, the murder and physical assault of Black women by police (Crenshaw
and Ritchie 2015; Williams 1987) is a pattern, similar to the violence suffered by Black men but
informed by different gendered, racialized imaginaries from American popular culture. Among
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the most recent deaths of Black women caused by the police is Breonna Taylor, murdered in a
“no knock raid” by Louisville police officer Brett Hankison (Boynton 2020), supported by
officers Myles Cosgrove and Jonathan Mattingly. There are between 50,000 and 80,000
paramilitary home invasions by the police in the United States each year (Balko 2014; Barnett
and Alongi 2011) – as many invasions as there are people attending an average National Football
League game. Too often, these police home invasions result in unaccountable slaughter. Citizens
in the United States and around the world need to ask hard questions about the “full spectrum
dominance” – to borrow a term used to justify irregular American warfare abroad (Ryan 2014) –
regularly mobilized against Black people by the police in these home invasions.
The roots of such anti-Black brutality are multiple and deep. First, there is the classist and
White supremacist so-called “war on drugs”, which is the prime rationale for police forces to
kick down people’s doors (Bauer 2014). From Harry Anslinger (Smith 2018) through to Richard
Nixon (Baum 2016), anti-Black racism has always been the prime justification for the “war on
drugs”. Second, and relatedly, through the modern architecture of civil asset forfeiture pioneered
in 1983 by now President-elect Joe Biden (Calton 2019), police routinely shakedown US citizens
for all they are worth (Miller 1996; Nunn 2002); assets ranging from cash to property are seized
from (Black) citizens who are presumed guilty of involvement in the illegal drug trade or other
criminal activity. Third, the totalitarian National Defense Authorization Act (Barrett 2020;
Goodman 2012; United States Congress 2020) enables the Pentagon to funnel millions of dollars
of “outmoded” military hardware to police forces across the country. And finally, but not
exhaustively, there is an ever complicit and pliant judiciary (what else could they be?) who
enable police thugs to operate under what is euphemistically called the “rule of law” (see
Klasfeld 2013; Plakas v. Drinski 1994). The rule of law permits secrecy in policing; secrecy in
policing permits unaccountability; and unaccountability in policing is the essence of legalized
lawlessness by the state against its own Black citizens.
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These practices have long histories of justification at the highest levels of American
politics. In 1980, when then Presidential candidate Ronald Reagan took a page from Richard
Nixon’s playbook and relaunched the “Southern Strategy” campaign to win the American South,
he combined regressive neoliberal economic policies with White supremacist dog whistle tropes
about poor African Americans and the myth of the Black welfare “queen” (Inwood 2015). But
the White politics of the Reagan campaign did not stand alone. Before Reagan, there was Daniel
Moynihan’s (1965, 1970) grotesque rendering of Black women as a super-fecund castrating,
domineering, poor and modern ghetto plantation animal – the Black woman of the neoliberal
White imaginary.
Both Reagan and Moynihan’s tropes of sexual racism have a metaphorical parallel in
Ridley Scott’s 1979 film Alien: a constantly breeding and feeding Black female monster. Alien
spoke to the anti-Black zeitgeist of White America, with its imagery of a carbon-Black, devious,
roach-like resilient and unkillable Alien who threatened the White body (politic) with her womb,
hence the need for continued sterilization (Roberts 1993; Waweru 2019). Artistic culture and
political culture under White supremacy mesh and merge, belying the myth that they are
separate. The fear of the Alien’s reproductive capacity, palpable in Moynihan’s (1965, 1970)
missives, is that she will continue to produce and (mis)socialize poor and socially excluded,
disaffected young Black boys and men: imagined as useless eaters who, along with fecund Black
women, endanger the White Republic.
We need not imagine this is a case of American exceptionalism. The anti-Black artistic
and popular culture and exclusionary immigration policies of the United Kingdom and its
colonial off-shoots (Australia, Canada, Aotearoa New Zealand, and South Africa) have not only
been historically anti-Black and pro-White, there is now a palpable fear of so-called “genetic
extinction”, the idea that a White “race” is not reproducing as quickly as Black and racialized
Americans so leading to the end of White “race” (Jacobs 2019). Where Blackness is defined as
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the essence of the problem, genocide is implicit: so, why not simply kill the mother alien before
she really gets going, and wage total war on the predators who “stalk” the streets?
Sexual Sadism and Anti-Black Racism
When the federal government in the United States socialized slavery with the 13th Amendment, it
asserted the property status of African Americans as public rather than privately fungible. Police
and prisons, thereafter, took on the status of overseers and the whole of the United States became
a plantation. Lynch mobs linked the state and the White masses in an orgy of sadistic anti-Black
sexual terror. Today, the diseasing of Black America through genocidal policies of benign
indifference that have made COVID-19 rife among African Americans, clasps hands with the
malign intent of the criminal industrial complex. As Baldwin (1965), Fanon (1967) and Kovel
(1971) insisted, unless we pay attention to the psychosexual pathology of White supremacy,
materialist analyses, no matter how excellent, will not explain the sexual sadism at the heart of
anti-Black social determinants of police violence and manufactured Black vulnerability to the
pandemic.
Acknowledgments
Thanks to Jennifer Adkinson, Wesley Crichlow, Adisa Deliovsky, Katerina Deliovsky, Erica
Lawson, and Delores Mullings.
References
Baldwin J (1965) Going to Meet the Man. London: Michael Joseph

7

Balko R (2014) Shedding light on the use of SWAT teams. Washington Post 17 February https://
www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/02/17/shedding-light-on-the-use-ofswat-teams/ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Barrett B (2020) The Pentagon’s hand-me-downs helped militarize police: Here’s how. Wired 2
June https://www.wired.com/story/pentagon-hand-me-downs-militarize-police-1033program/ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Barnett R and Alongi P (2011) Critics knock no-knock police raids: The increasing use of
surprise tactic raises privacy, risk questions. USA Today 14 February
https://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2011-02-14-noknock14_ST_N.htm (last
accessed 28 November 2020)
Bauer S (2014) The making of the warrior cop. Mother Jones 23 October
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2014/10/swat-warrior-cops-police-militarizationurban-shield/ (last accessed 3 December 2020)
Baum D (2016) Legalize it all: How to win the war on drugs. Harper’s Magazine April
https://harpers.org/archive/2016/04/legalize-it-all/ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Bennett W J, DiIulio J J and Walters J P (1996) Body Count: Moral Poverty…and How to Win
America’s War against Crime and Drugs. New York: Simon & Schuster
Boynton S (2020) Breonna Taylor death: Fired police officer shot “blindly” in “reckless
conduct”, chief says. Global News 23 June https://globalnews.ca/news/7099793/breonnataylor-police-officer-fired-actions/ (last accessed 28November 2020)
Brenner M (2007) Incident in the 70th Precinct. Vanity Fair 16 January
https://www.vanityfair.com/magazine/1997/12/louima199712 (last accessed 28
November 2020)
Calton C (2019) How a young Joe Biden became the architect of the government’s asset
forfeiture program. Foundation for Economic Education 9 March

8

https://fee.org/articles/how-a-young-joe-biden-became-the-architect-of-the-governmentsasset-forfeiture-program/ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Campbell J (2020) NYPD defends “challenge coins” that call East Flatbush Precinct “Fort Jah”.
The Gothamist 30 August https://gothamist.com/news/nypd-defends-challenge-coinsdubbing-east-flatbush-precinct-fort-jah (last accessed 28 November 2020)
C-Span (2016) 1996: Hilary Clinton on “superpredators”. 25 February
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0uCrA7ePno (last accessed 30 November 2020)
Crenshaw K W and Ritchie A J (2015) “Say Her Name: Resisting Police Brutality against Black
Women.” African American Policy Forum and Center for Intersectionality and Social
Policy Studies https://aapf.org/sayhernamereport/ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Curry T J (2017) The Man-Not: Race, Class, Genre, and the Dilemmas of Black Manhood.
Philadelphia: Temple University Press
Dillon S (2012) Possessed by death: The neoliberal-carceral state, Black feminism, and the
afterlife of slavery. Radical History Review 112:113-126
England C (2017) French police say “anal rape” of suspect with officer’s truncheon was an
accident. The Independent 10 February
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/french-police-anal-rape-suspecttruncheon-paris-officer-accident-sodomised-expandable-baton-theo-a7572581.html (last
accessed 28 November 2020)
Faler B (2005) Bennett under fire for remark on crime and Black abortions. The Washington
Post 30 September
http://www.csun.edu/~bashforth/155_PDF/BennettBlackBabiesandAbortion.pdf (last
accessed 28 November 2020)
Fanon F (1967) Black Skin, White Masks (trans C L Markmann). New York: Grove
Flowe D J (2020) Uncontrollable Blackness: African American Men and Criminality in Jim
Crow New York. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press
9

Foster T A (2019) Rethinking Rufus: Sexual Violations of Enslaved Men. Athens: University of
Georgia Press
Goodman A (2012) Journalist Chris Hedges sues Obama Administration over indefinite
detention of US citizens approved in NDAA. Truthout 18 January
https://truthout.org/articles/journalist-chris-hedges-sues-obama-administration-overindefinite-detention-of-us-citizens-approved-in-ndaa/ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Guarino M (2013) Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel apologizes for two decades of police torture.
The Christian Science Monitor 12 September
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2013/0912/Chicago-Mayor-Rahm-Emanuelapologizes-for-two-decades-of-police-torture (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Heggs D (2014) Sexual assault by police equals ruptured testicle for high schooler. Liberty Voice
23 January http://guardianlv.com/2014/01/sexual-assault-by-police-equals-rupturedtesticle-for-high-schooler/ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Holcombe M and Moon S (2020) A Black activist who trained police officers on implicit bias
was injured with rubber bullet during protest. CNN 9 June
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/09/us/san-jose-police-training-activist-rubber-bullets-trnd/
index.html (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Inwood J F (2015) Neoliberal racism: The “Southern Strategy” and the expanding geographies of
White supremacy. Social and Cultural Geography 16(4):407-423
Jacobs T (2019) A fear of “White extinction” is provoking racial bias among American Whites.
Pacific Standard Magazine 3 June https://psmag.com/news/a-fear-of-white-extinction-isprovoking-racial-bias-among-american-whites (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Kitossa T (2016) Making sense of repression in police studies: Whither theorizing in the descent
toward fascism. Radical Criminology 6:247-321
http://journal.radicalcriminology.org/index.php/rc/article/view/79/pdf (last accessed 28
November 2020)
10

Kitossa T (ed) (2021) Appealing Because He Is Appalling: Black Masculinities, Colonialism,
and Erotic Racism. Edmonton: University of Alberta Press
Kovel J (1971) White Racism: A Psychohistory. New York: Pantheon Books
Lemelle A J (2010) Black Masculinity and Sexual Politics. New York: Routledge
Mbembe A (2003) Necropolitics. Public Culture 15(1):11-40
Miller R L (1996) Drug Warriors and Their Prey: From Police Power to Police State. Westport:
Praeger
Moynihan D P (1965) “The Negro Family: The Case for National Action.” Office of Policy
Planning and Research, United States Department of Labor https://www.dol.gov/general/
aboutdol/history/webid-moynihan (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Moynihan D P (1971) “Memorandum for the President, 16 January.” Richard Nixon Presidential
Library and Museum
https://www.nixonlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/virtuallibrary/documents/jul10/53.pdf
(last accessed 28 November 2020)
Nunn K B (2002) Race, crime, and the pool of surplus criminality: Or why the “war on drugs”
was a “war on Blacks”. Journal of Gender, Race, and Justice 6(2):381-446
Plakas v. Drinski (1994) “No. 93-1431, 19 F.3d 1143; Argued 1 November 1993, Decided 21
March 1994; United States Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit.”
http://www.caselaw4cops.net/cases/plakas_v_drinski_19f3d1143_7cir_1994.html (last
accessed 28 November 2020)
Randall V R (1996) Slavery, segregation, and racism: Trusting the health care system ain’t
always easy! – An African American perspective on bioethics. St. Louis University
Public Law Review 15(2):191-235
Reuters (2020) Fact check: Hillary Clinton, not Joe Biden, used the term super predator in 1990s.
26 October https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-factcheck-hillary-clinton-biden-superidUSKBN27B1PQ (last accessed 28 November 2020)
11

Roberts D E (1993) Crime, race, and reproduction. Tulane Law Review 67:1945-1977
Roberts D E (2011) Fatal Invention: How Science, Politics, and Big Science Re-create Race in
the 21st Century. New York: New Press
Ryan M (2014) “Full spectrum dominance”: Donald Rumsfeld, the Department of Defense, and
US irregular warfare strategy, 2001–2008. Small Wars and Insurgencies 25(1):41-68
Smith L (2018) How a racist hate-monger masterminded America’s War on Drugs. Timeline 28
February https://timeline.com/harry-anslinger-racist-war-on-drugs-prison-industrialcomplex-fb5cbc281189 (last accessed 28 November 2020)
Thomas G (2007) The Sexual Demon of Colonial Power: Pan-African Embodiment and Erotic
Schemes of Empire. Bloomington: Indiana University Press
Travis B (2018) The Predator synopsis promises genetically upgraded predators. Empire Online
27 April https://www.empireonline.com/movies/news/predator-synopsis-promisesgenetically-upgraded-predators/ (last accessed 25 November 2020)
Van Natta D (2011) Race issues rise for Miami Police. The New York Times 22 March
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/23/us/23miami.html (last accessed 28 November
2020)
Waweru N (2019) The disturbing history of forced sterilisation of Black women in US.
Face2Face Africa 19 January https://face2faceafrica.com/article/the-disturbing-historyof-forced-sterilisation-of-Black-women-in-u-s (last accessed 24 November 2020)
Washington H (2006) Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of Medical Experimentation on
Black Americans from Colonial Times to the Present. New York: Doubleday
Williams P (1987) Spirit-murdering the messenger: The discourse of fingerpointing as the law’s
response to racism. University of Miami Law Review 42(1):127-157
Woodard V (2014) The Delectable Negro: Human Consumption and Homoeroticism within US
Slave Culture (eds J A Joyce and D A McBride). New York: New York University Press.

12

Wynter S (1994) “No humans involved”: An open letter to my colleagues. Forum N.H.I.:
Knowledge for the 21st Century 1(1):42-73

13

