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Having given Google permission to track my location for the better part of the last decade, I 

have, for better or worse, access to a robust archive of spatial data about my life. On the Google 

Timeline app (https://timeline.google.com), this data is displayed as a web of inscrutable red 

dots. If someone had the right metadata, they could easily transform this web into a narrative, 

piecing together the everyday (favourite coffee shops) and the recreational (camping in the Red 

River Gorge); the accidental (wrong turns or ill-advised detours) and the unbelievable (an 

11,785-mile day trip from central Virginia to First Choice Heating and Air Conditioner in 

suburban Tacoma, Washington). 

That last one is especially unbelievable because—as anyone with the right metadata 

would know—I’ve never set foot in Washington state, much less Tacoma. I had found a glitch in 

my archive; an “entry point for … the minor” that marked failure as well as the possibility for its 

correction (Leszczynski 2020: 3). When I noticed the glitch, I scrolled through my phone to 

examine photos that I’d taken that day. I clicked forward and backward through my Timeline to 

see what I was doing and where I was going when Google thought I visited Tacoma. I even 

downloaded the dataset, bringing it into a geographic information system to see if I noticed 

anything else unusual. 

This banal example of what Jim Thatcher and Craig Dalton call “data drifting”—an 

“exploratory practice to better understand individual and collective data regimes amidst the 

cultural geographies of daily life”—highlights how one might consider “the contours of the data 

spectacle” in their own lives (p.94, 104). Even if Google’s mistake amounts to little more than a 
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spatial rounding error, it nevertheless serves as a reminder that the impulse to “capture ever more 

personal time and energy” in the form of data can be contested (p.127): a key observation in 

Thatcher and Dalton’s Data Power: Radical Geographies of Control and Resistance. 

Data drifting is just one of many strategies that Thatcher and Dalton suggest for living in 

the “gaps and cracks” of a contemporary life infused with data. For newcomers to the subject, 

Data Power provides an instructive theoretical introduction. Likewise, those who have long been 

enmeshed in debates around surveillance and the political economy of data will appreciate Data 

Power’s insistence on “collective practices” as a strategy for “developing radical solidarities” 

(p.5). By framing their intervention primarily as a way of living with data (rather than against it), 

Thatcher and Dalton avoid the pitfalls of dystopian “masculinist overdeterminations” 

(Leszczynski 2020: 6) that are commonplace in critiques of data capitalism. Instead, Data Power 

argues that “our data are us”, which need not be a bad thing—so long as we work together to 

“make them ours” (p.119). 

Overall, Data Power’s theoretical framework (Chapters 1 and 2) might be defined as a 

political economy of everyday technologies. The authors argue that the terrain of everyday life is 

both a site of extractive accumulation, but also a site of prospective resistance. Drawing 

especially on Benjamin, Horkheimer, and Adorno, the authors situate contemporary affective 

attachments to data—like hope and fear—within a much longer history (p.23). In particular, they 

use Walter Benjamin’s writing on art and technology to argue that “technologies can, with care, 

become tools for helping produce solidarities and better daily lives” (p.26). This is primarily 

theorised by way of the Situationist International (Chapter 2), a collective of artists and thinkers 

who saw a “world built on play” as “an alternative to the howling feedback loops of consumption 

in which capitalism entrenches us” (p.31). By extending Melissa Gregg’s (2015) notion of the 

“data spectacle” into the realm of political economy, Thatcher and Dalton introduce tactics and 

strategies for making data speak with us rather than for us (p.62-63). 

The tactics (Chapter 3) and strategies (Chapter 4) that Thatcher and Dalton propose 

correspond, respectively, with individual interventions and collective actions. Chapter 3 focuses 

on tactics by which individuals can respond to extractive spatial data collection in their everyday 

lives (acceptance, active resistance, making present, and escape), while Chapter 4 introduces 
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strategies for resistance that require coordinated action (data regulation, data drifting, data 

détournement, and the data strike). Grounding data strikes in the work of a Situationist-inspired 

feminist collective, Precarias a la Deriva (“Precarious Women Adrift”; p.98), the authors pose a 

question that guides a great deal of Data Power’s intellectual project: “Where is our strike?” 

(p.105.) Put another way: Where can we take advantage of glitches in the machine of data 

capitalism? It’s good that they leave this question relatively open, as I don’t think it’s something 

they can—or should—definitively answer. 

The tactics and strategies proposed in Data Power are sadly more urgent than ever. In the 

US, the June 2022 ruling on Roe v. Wade threw the gendered dimensions of data power into 

sharp relief. Many women immediately began deleting their period tracking apps over fears that 

their data could be used against them in future court cases where abortion was made illegal 

(Garamvolgyi 2022). Meanwhile, men were urged to download period tracking apps and flood 

them with fabricated data “so that any law enforcement agency that purchases a database would 

have to waste significant resources in cleaning it up before using it.”2 Data regulations informed 

the “where” in this strike, as companies bound to European data privacy law3 were viewed as 

relatively safer than those bound to US laws. Combining the strategy of app-deletion-as-data-

strike (p.117) with the tactic of active resistance through data fabrication (p.65-71), this case 

demonstrates the salience of Thatcher and Dalton’s typologies while emphasising the important 

points that 1) we do not all experience the stakes of data spectacle equally and 2) solidarity 

requires an appreciation of difference. 

Ultimately, Data Power is a book about reclaiming agency, autonomy, and solidarity in 

the face of that which tries to curb all three. The data spectacle—the primordial alienating 

relation—requires that we “bear witness of ourselves such that data are made to speak for us” 

(p.46). In turn, Thatcher and Dalton offer tactics and strategies that function as rather dis-

alienating forces: ways to take control of the means of production of our data and data selves. In 

doing so, we should heed Katherine McKittrick’s (2021:33) advice that “Knowledge systems 

 
2 https://twitter.com/santiagomayer_/status/1541240259396210689  
3 https://twitter.com/clue/status/1540778272727990273  
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that value transparency authenticate … [colonial and positivist] geographies”. What kind of 

knowledge systems (e.g. databases) do we want to build with this guidebook? And how do they 

reflect back on our own practices, academic or otherwise? If it is indeed “the very opacity of 

algorithms and the spectacular (re)presentation of self that have transformed the relationship 

from speaking with to speaking for” (p.61), we must remember that transparency is not a 

universal solution. Drawing on Édouard Glissant, McKittrick (2021:66) reminds us that opacity 

defines the work of struggling for liberation. For me, that is the thing that cuts across all of the 

most exciting parts of Data Power: tips and tricks for toggling one’s transparency, depending on 

the situation. 
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